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JlefiTeHaHT 30TOB CHAEJN Ha MJIOCKOM fAlLIMKEe, BMATOM B CHIPYIO KOUYKY,
u xaanx Aciwo. OHa, KOHEeYHO, He IPHJET, KAK y)Ke MHOr'O pa3 He IPUXOoAMUIA,
HO oH 6Gyzer TepmesuBo *kAaTh. Eciu Gul Graropa3yMHble OTTOJIOCKH €ro
MBICJIEH YAaJI0Ch [IePeBECTH B CJIOBA, TO MOJIYYHJIOCH GBI IPHMEPHO BOT YTO:
«Tot ¢ yma cowes, Ilasesn! la kakoe cBuAaHHe MOXeT GHITH TYT, B 30HE
nepeaxero kpaa? Yyms!s

Ho ou cujen u xpaajn, U 3yAeHHe KOMapa JIaCKOBO BbeAasoch BHYTDPh
CylIecTBa, KaK OJHO M3 CaMHBX 3a0BITBIX BOCIIOMHMHAHHIMA.

BnpoueM, yero-uero, a KOMapoB B 3TOM MeCTe — /[0 YePHOTH B rja3ax.
K Beuepy OHH HenmpoxoAuMOii ryiueit cBucajJu ¢ Heb6a, NpPHKpHIBasg
6GeaspesHOe mnJaMsA 3aKaTa Haja KaMeumamu. Ilo-3ieliHeMy 3TO MeCTO
Ha3KIBAETCA CJIOBOM, K KOTOPOMY cpa3y IPHBBIKJIH KaK K CaMOMy
noaxoasaumemMy. KTo u korza HasBajJ TaK 3Ty 3eMJIIO, NMOYTH HANPOYBL
3aauTyo Bogoiu? TaMm, rae BoAbl He XBaTHUJIO, YTOOH 3aTOMHUTH €€ CIJIOIIb,
CyXHe KJIOYKH M3Pe3aJI0 MHOXKECTBO IIPOTOK M MPOYXKHUJIOK, OCJHAEITHTENbHBIX
AHAMH, a HOYAMHM HCYepHa-4YepHHIX, eCJIM, mpaBaa, ¢ Heba He ryaseyo
OrPOMHOE M HHU3KOE€ OT JIOOONKITCTBA OKO JIYHbI, OKPAIIMBASA BCE PBHIKHUM
cuaHueM. B TymaHe cTOJIeTHit JIeiiTEHAHTY NPeCTABHJICA MOXHATHIR JeL0K
M3 JABHUX Ka3aybKuX pHi6GakoB, 06pOHMBIINIL C YTJIOM JIOAKHN TOYHOE CJIOBLO
M JAa)ke He 3aMeTHMBIOMIA, KaK MyJApo mnojgyuymygocs. M cam ocrancsa
6Ge3LIMAHHBIM, & I[eJIOMY Kpalo AaJl Ha3BaHMe: INJIaBHH.

JIi06asi yBakaiouiasi cebs peKa Iepej TeM, KaK HaBeK HCYE3HYTb
B MOpe, Pa3jIMBaeTcd B YCThe M CTPEMHTCH HANOCJTeA0K OGHATH mobosbile
3emau. JIna dTOro OoHa, Kak PYKH, M pasbpacbiBaeT IO CTOPOHaM CBOM
nporoku. Ho uTo BuTBOpsasna Ky6aHs, Boo6pa3uTh HeBO3MOXHO. JeicTBH-
TeJNbHO, BOJIBHAA peKal

He oxBaTHLIb I'1a30M 3apOC/IH KaMbilla, NOAHABIIME K COJMHIY JIe3BUS
ANUHHBIX JHCTheB. IIPOTOKM pa3HOH IIMPHHEI BO BCEeX HANpPaBJEHHUAX
PYOGHJ/IH 3TH 3aPOCJIH COJHEYHHIMH cabisaMu, a rae-To KaMbIlll BHE3AITHO
BOBCe MCYe3aJ, H TOrja HapacnamKy OTKPHIBaJIHCh PA3JIMBH YHCTOH BOAHL,
HHOrAa U3pAGJeHHOM BeTpoM, Kak Mope. Boga npuKMALIBajiach ecjau He
MOpeM, TO MOPCKMMH JIHMaHaMH, IIJIeCKaIach XJIHHHON BOJIHOM, HO 3TO BCe
eme 6bima Ky6anb. Jlo HacrosAuiero mMops pykoH mnozaTh, B pasrape
paccBeToB M 3aKATOB, HETEpPNeJHUBO KpHUYA, HAJ TJAaBHAMH HOCHMJIMUCH
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YaifKH, 3ajieTaBlIMe Cl0Aa 3a puiboif, HO caMoro Mopsa BHAHO He 6BlJO. 3a
OJAHHUM, JADYTHMM, TPEeTbHM pAa3JIMBOM OINATH TEeMHeJ KaMbIlll, HayuHas
HOBBbIe Ae6pH, MOoJIHBIe BEYHOTO LIOPOXA.

Ha Takyo npopBy IPOTOK HeAOCTaBaJI0O Ha3BaHHMil, U OAHY BIIOJIHE
cepbe3HYIO PeKy, yxoasauyio or Ky6aHu Ha ceBep, He TOJNbKO HAa BOEHHBIX,
HO M Ha OOHIYHBIX reorpaduyecKMX KapTax OKpecTusu IIpoTokoi,
NpeBpaTHB NPHBLIYHOe o0Go3HayeHHe B MMsA ¢ Goapmioii OGyKBH. ITa
namaTtHasa Ilporoka!

JleiiTeHaHT 30TOB CHOBa yBHJeJ Oepera, ¢ 06eHX CTOPOH OrOpPOMXKeHHbIe
6yATO KPemoCTHHRIMHM BaJIaMU Bhillle TOJIOBhI. M3-3a HUX, He AAOUIMX
IIpoToke pacmon3aThbcs BLIMPH, NOKa oOHa ormbasa THXyI0 CTaHHLY,
B KOTOPOii cajbl pa3pociauch, KakK Jiec, K peke Oulj0 He mogobparnhcsa. OHa
TeKJia B 3¢eMHOM KOPHAOpe, BCe MPOMOHHBI, 3aMaHYHRBRO 3UABIIME B 3THX
BaJjiaX, rjge MOPOCIIMX CHBOM TPaBKOM, & I'jie JIBICKIX M OCKJIM3JIBIX, HEMIIbI
3apaHee npucrpeasau. Korga tam u TyT Hamu 6pocaiuch K 3THM AbIpaMm,
KaK K KaJIATKaM B CTAHMIY, TO HaTHIKAJUCh Ha 3psauMe nyuau. Ilynemers
caaunu 6e3 npomaxa. U MHHB, NOCAyLUHeH JpPeCCHPOBAHHBIX, OOKJIaAbIBA-
JIM KaX>XABIH wiar.

Eme xo araku kom6ar PoMaHeHKO cka3aJ, YTO AeJI0 KyJa CJIOMXKHeEH,
yeM Kaxercd. CraHuua Gosbluas, HeMila B Heit MHOro. OH Toxe He 3aXo4eT
CNoJI3aTh B IVIABHH, I'le He HA YeM JepiKaThCdA, 3HAaYUT, 6yaeT ocTepBeHeO
apatbes. YeM ero Bui6uBaTh? Xouellb KypUTh, HOCH ¥ TabayoK M CIIMYKHU
B cBoeM KapMaHe. JlymaeTe, MepeKpeCcTKH, A0Ma, ABOPHI KAYT B cTaHuue?
IInw! OrHeBnie TOYKH, AOTHI. ['OJILIMH pYKaMH MX He B3ATh.

Kopouye: Ha ToT Geper xopomo 6wl cpa3dy NPHXBATHTh ¢ coboi XOTh
MHHOMETHI. A YK MOTOM U MYIIKH NepenpaBsATCA, eCJIH OTTPhI3eM AJIA HUX
XOTh KPOLUEYHKIA ManjgapM...

O6priBass peuyb, kanuTaH PomMaHeHKo YacTo roopuia: kKopoue! Torza
30TOB eule He 3HaJN 06 3TOH NMpUBHIYKE... TOJIbKO 4YTO MPUOBIJI cI0OAa H3
AaJIeKOTO TOCIIMTalsA, 3aJIeYHB CBOIO NepBylo paHy. Ha HoBoM MecTe
3aMeHUJ1 yOUTOro KOMaHAUPa MHHOMETHOM POTHI, NpUAAaHHOH 6aTalboHY.
Hy, sicHo, KoM6aT cpaBHMBAJI, IPUTJIAAKIBAACE. A caM C NePBHIX e CJIOB
npuiuesicsa 30TOBY 1O Aylle: JHXOMH, TOJKOBBIH. MokeT Jiu GbITh COYeTaHUe
3aBUAHeH — nuxou yMHuua? PomaHeHKo ke, o6GorpeBassi HOBHMYKA,
nmepeiies Ha <«This:

— Hy, Ta nousa, Hazeoch? Bo3bMelns cBOM «caMoBaphl» M NOHAeLIb
C aTaKyIOIUHMH.

— Jloaku MHe aanyTt?

— Kaxkue soaku? — ycMexHyjcsa kanurtaH.— Hemen yraan ux
B naaBHU. MoxeT ObIThb, A/ HaJeXHOCTH moronuy. B soakax sio6oit
nypak nepenpaBuTcd. Kopoye: HUKTO HHYero He AAacT.

— Ha yem xe Toraa uepes Ilporoky?

— Iloaymait! — orBeTus KOoMGaT OTUyIKJAeHHeH: eMy XBaTajJlo O YeM
3aboTuThbcsa.— He mpuaymaemsb — NMONJLIBEIIb Ha >XHUBOTe.

— C muHOMeTamMu?
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— YecTHO CKaXXy, MeH MHHOMET HMHTepecyeT KyJa 0oJblue, YeM Thl
caM. BLIBUXHH MO3rd, a MUHOMETHI JOCTAaBb.

HetpyaHo 61710 JoragaThbCs, YTO €ro OTIYCKAJTH AJIS MOJIKOBOAYECKHX
pa3MbllIIeHHi, HO 30TOB HUKY/a He ylieJ, a 3aJyMaJiCdA, TPSCA rOJIOBOM,
KakK, ObIBajlo, B TaKMe MMHYTHl TpsC JOMa OTell, ¥ MaMa TroOBOpHJAa:
HepBHoe. IloHumana — Bpay. W npuHOcHIAa TJIOTOK KakKoi-HHOGYAB
YCIIOKAaMWBAIOLEH MUKCTYDBI, OTell, He TJIAAs, BHIIJIECKHBAJ Ha IOJ 4Yeped
[J1e40, a OHA ONATH IPUHOCUJIA, IOKA OH, CMOPIIMBUIMChH, He TIPOrJIaThIBAJ
¢ Maxy, 4ToObl OTAENaThCH.

— He ysenbkasa IIporoka...— umrentan 3oTroB.— A riay6uHa — c ro-
JIOBKOA...

PomaHeHKO He oTBeuaJs, 6yATO 3KAAJ OT JIeHTeHaHTa CHOrCIINbaTeJbHO-
ro nNpeaJioXeHus, a He yCJBILIAB, NOTEPAJT K HeMy uUHTepec. Ha BoitHe HM
Y KOTO HeT BpeMeHHU AJiA MyCTOro MHTepeca.

— Ilnorel HaBs3aTh? — cnpocus 30TOB.

— H3 yero?

— W3 6peseH.

— A rae ouun? B Hamem paiioHe OAUH-e JUHCTBEHHBI MOCT Yepe3 epHK.

— TpyxasaBslii.

— A pa3o6paTs u ToT Hesab3a! Ilo HeMy Boiicka TaHyTcsa. CKOJIBKO elle
6yAyT pUCKOBATh, NMOKa camnepoB poxayrca? oporu!

C HavyaJsla MapTa Ha KyGaHCKHe PAaBHUHEI XJILIHYJIa PAHHAA pacnyTHIa,
3aTOnMMJIAa X I'pa3blo, KaK JJaBOH M3 HEBHAMMOro ByJkaHa. Jlake MeCTHbIe
CTapHKH JUBHJIMCH PACIyTHIIEe, He TIOHKUMAas, YTO HUKOr/a 10 HX NIPOCTOpaM
He MPOKaThIBAJIOCh CTOJIBKO KOJIeC, He TOMAaJIo CTOJIbKO Hor. Boiicka camu
npeBpaniadyd 3eMJI0 B MecuBo. U cyxux MecT moGausdocTu He 6BLio...

BoJsioua mymoBhle KOMBbS Ha Ka’XXJOM camnore, He OCTAHABJINBAJacCh
TOJILKO TMeXOoTa H mepja ¢ coboo Bce, 4To Moriaa. JlpeBHsas Hora
JIeMOHCTPHPOBAaJia MPEBOCXOACTBO HAJ ellle MOJOALIM, Ha BEKOBOM CYeT,
KoJlecOM. ApTuiiepuio K IIpoTroke npurtosnkanu. IIpaBaa, Goibumie
MOJIOBHHEI OPYAHIt CHPOTJIMBO yTONMaJIO B IPA3€BOM IIOTOIle, & y TeX, YTO
3aHAJM MTO3KHIINH, 3aMIaca CHapaA0B — Ha OAMH 60il. MalIuH co cHapARaMu
He MOIJIM CAEPHYTb C MeCTa U TPAKTOPHI.

Camnepos »kaaJu ¢ GpeBHAMH, KOTOPbie IPHTOAUJIMCH ORI AJIA PEMOHTA
mocToB. Ho 1 GpeBHa rie-to 3amjbiBajd YEPHO3EMHOM KM Kei.

TeM 3J1ee CTAHOBMJIHCH BOMCKA, M KaNlUTaH CKa3aJ, Korza 30TOB
CIIPOCHJI, & MHOTO JIH Y HUX BPEMEHH:

— Hu kanuau. Crauuny 6yaem 6pats ¢ xony, yBeped! He gaaum Hemuy
ONOMHHUTHCA!

— CTO/NKHEM B 3TH THHJIbEe I[JIaBHU,— 3a0HAYIHBO MOAXBATHI
30T0OB,— a TaM U B Mope!

— He pait 6or,— Bo3pa3un xoM6aT.— OKPYKHUTbH ero Haj0, YHHUYTO-
#KUTh. o nyuaBHeilt, 1o Mop4.

M 3oroB eule pa3 yaAuBHUJICA cOGCTBeHHOM HecMeTauBocTUu. KoHeuHo xe,
YHHUUYTOXHUTH 3/ieChb, YTOOBI He ApaThCcAd B KaMbllwax, Ha Boge. C obupoit
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u Gonbio oH cnpocus cebsi, oTYero TakK TsKeja ero Meicjis. U camoe
o0uJHOe, YTO BHeLIHe OH OLIJ TOHOK, M CKOp Ha HOry, M OmicTporias,
a MBICJb ero OCMaTpHUBaJach M 00KHMBAJNACh HECIEUIHO...

Conparsl, caMblii IPUMETJIMBEIA HAPOA, 3a 3TH MeCSUH B NJABHAX He
6e3 MPDOHMH AajiM CBOEMY JeHTeHaHTY KJIHUYKY «3aayMuuBHIii». Tourmit
M CMYILIEHHBIH, HOCHJI OH 3TY KJIHYKY BPOJAe KaKoro-HUGyAb 3CMHHIA, XOTA
M BOeBaJIM OHH 3[ech, Ha BoJe, Ge3 durora...

U HHKTO He 3HaJI, MOYeMY OH XOAMT TAKOH 3aAyMUHMBBHI.

Acsa He nosBasinacs. HanpacHo oH NPUMOCTUI Ha KOYKe MYCTOH SLIHK
OT MHH, NOATOTOBHJI AJIA Hee MeCTO MocyLle, KAK Ha CKaMeiiKe rae-Hubyab
B MapKe KyJbTypw. ¥ Hero OnlJla MHUHYTa-Apyras, a8 TO H TpeThd
BCIIOMHHUTb, KaK OH JOAyMaJICs MepemarHyTh IIpoTOKy ¢ MHHOMeTaMH,
KOTOpHIE MeXTypa AABHO M OXOTHO HA3HIBaJla «CaAMOBapHBIMH TpybGaMm»,
a TO M elle Npolle — «CAMOBAPaAMH», M C MX HeJEerKMMH ONOPHHMH
NJINTaMH, «[IATKAMH» AJA 3THUX TPy6. BOoT Tak ke OAMHOKO OH CHJeJ Torga
B KyCTaX, Ha fllMKe U3-T0J MMH, TOXKe HMEBIIHX Yy COJAAT CBOEe ITPO3BHIILE:
«OTypLbi», a 110 BA3KOI Tpone, 6e30CTAHOBOYHO NepeMellInBad ee, CONAATH
HeCJIH B OXallKaX, Ha [jleYyaX, Ha roJioBaX, Ha CIMHAX KAMBILIOBEIE CHOMH...

o Hacrosawmux nuaBHeh oT IIpoToxku 6mno He Gausko. Emie opHa
cTaHuIa, 3a6HUTas TUT/JepPOBLAMH, K&K MypPaBbAMH, JieKajia Ha CaAMOM
nopore ImJiaBHe# NOCJeAHUM 3eMHBIM IIPHUCTAHUIEM, OLLETHHHBIIMMCH
B HAUIY CTOPOHY AYyJIaMH nyJieMeToB H opyauif. Ho kamuiir u y IIporoku
oGcTynas osepia, MOTUXOHBbKY IpeBpaliaBmuecsa B 60Ji0Ta, TOMOPLINJICSA
BOKpPYr Jyx, OyATO nJIaBHM BHICJIAJH €ro Ha CTenHbHe IPOCTOPLI
B Pa3BeAKYy: HeJb3# JIM TYT YKpemutscsa?

Bbis10 rge congataM HapyGUTh KaMbillla, OPYAYSA CBOMMH MaXOHbKMMH
calmepHhLIMH JIONATKAMH BMeECTO TONOPOB. A py6uam ero, 4ro6nl NazUTH
NJOTHKM: CJOH TaK, CJIOH mnomepeKk, caauch M Kouyit uyepe3 IIporoky.
ConpgaTel MoJiya HECJM CHOIBI, TOJBKO KaMBIII IIyplIaj, Korja erc
nepeKJajbiBaJy C NJiedya Ha MJevo. B Bose oH HAMOKHET, NMOTAXKeJIeeT, HO,
B 0011eM, KaXXJbli IJIOTHK AOTEPNHUT A0 Toro Gepera, JoHeceT OAHOTO HUJIH
naxe ABYX...

A BOT MUHOMeET ¢ co60ii He BO3bMelllb, MOTONMIIE. A eule — MHHEL. Bes
MUH K yeMy 3Ta Tpy6a? He camoBap ke B cAaMOM JieJjie CTaBHTh... A e€CJIH
noanepers kambiil 6oukamu? ITo gBe Ha nuotuk! Xora 6n yeThipe 604KH,
MOXXHO BeAb M He pa3 CIJIaBaTh TyAa-o6paTHO, YTOOW IepeBe3TH Bce
MuHOMeTH. Bouku! Ila rae ouun?

C 3THM BONMPOCOM OH He BepHyJica K Komb6aTy, 4TOoGml TOT He NOrHaJ.
Bouku 31ech ObIJIH B 1leHe He MeHblIei, YeM JIOAKH, U NeJaHTHYHbIe HeMIbl,
HeGoch, He nanu Maxy, Bce Gouku mopy6usm u moxrau. Ho, okasanocs,
nanu... Munomerunkn KonnakoB u JIaBpyXMH, NMOKaHINAB B JIAJOHH,
CKa3aJIH, YTO HEMHOTO, HO YeThipe 60ouku HaiayT. Heaasneko B BUHOrpagHH-
KaX, OMJIBIBIIMX IPA3bI0O, B BETXOM capae BaJsAJUCh KOP3HHBI-MJIETEHKH,
M p)KaBble BeCcbl, H 60YKH, KaK pa3 yernipe. OTKyaa oHu Tam?

— A yepT € 3HaeT! — moxkaJs mieyaMu Kpyrinii JlaBpyxuH.
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KosnakoB ke, XyAeHbKHI M >KUJIMCTHIN, BBIIJIIOHYB H30 PTa KOHYHK
CaMOKPYTKH, JOKYDEHHO# A0 cCaMbIX ry6, yJablOGHyJICs:

— A yero x Tel B 604Ky U3 KapabuHa nynsa?

B Goukax 6poauso BuHO. IIpOLIJNIBIM JIETOM HX He yCIleJH yBe3TH U3
BHHOTPAZapCKOro capasi U MOJIOKHUTh B KOJIXO3HOM IOJBaJjie Ha 3aKOHHOe
MecCTO, a Ha BOMPOC, KAaK e 3TO GPPUIlL He KOCHYJIUCh Gouek, JIaBpyXuH
BO3/J€eJl PacToNbIpDeHHBIE PYKH K Hely:

— Tak capail nyiereHKkamMu 3aBajeH A0 notoska! U rpsasioka!

KosnakoB ke, HIMBITHYB HOCOM, K00aBHJI C COXKaJIeHHEM:

— A BHHO CMepAHUTH. Y3KacTb!

— Cseskee, IOTOMY M NPOTYXJo,— o6bacHun JlaBpyxun.— He ykpe-
MHJIOCH Ha JKape.

Ckucllee BHHO BBIMYCTHJHM B I'DPsi3b, IOHANpPAacHy Npobys M3 KaMa0i
GOYKM: OHO He CTAHOBMJIOCH Jyuuie. KosmakoB, oKa3aBUIMMUCA CEJIBCKUM
NMJIOTHUKOM, MOYUHHI GOYKY, MPOABIPABJIIEHHYIO NyJleil APYra, U Be4epoM
30TOB J0JI0KHUJI KOMOATy, YTO rOTOB K IepenpaBe, a HOYBbIO, KOrJa Halla
apTHJUIepUa, HeHaAoJro o3apuB mojHeba B3GieckamMu, NpuUAaBuUIa
CTaHHUYHBIE€ OTHeBbleé TOYKH, MHHDOTA, BOJIOYA CBOM MHHOMETHI, MJIOTHKH
u 6oukn, nmpopsBasace k Ilporoke.

¥Yike oTYaJIMBaJIH, KOTZa M3 TEMHOTHI BAPYr BbUIENHUJIACh AeBYIIKA.
M ocBeruTenbHasA paKeTa BCIBbIXHYJIa OyATo Gbl B ee 4eCcTb W, 3amep-
LlaB, MOBMCJIAa HaA TrosoBoil. Bce 3acThlim, a AeBYWIKY, MOXOXKYI0 Ha
WKOJbHHUIY, TepeoJeTyI0 B TMMHACTEPKY M CalorH, 3T0 He CMYTHJIO, OHA,
He OCTAHABJIMBAACh, CHraHyJla Ha IUJIOT, OTIJIBIBIIMI OT Gepera.

— Kyaa? — BuipBajioch y oNemi¥BUHIEro JeHTeHaHTa 30ToBa.

— C BaMu,— HeJIACKOBO OTBETHJIA [eBYIIKAa, U TFOJIOC y Hee OKa3aJcs
AOHEJIb3A CHUILJIbIM.

— Yeit npukas?

— Moii,— oTBeTHJIa OHA.

JlaBpyXHH TOPONJIMBO PACTOJIKOBAJI, TECHACh Ha IMJIOTHKE:

— O9TO CAaHHHCTPYKTOP, npuroaurcad. He Goiirecn!

U 3amonk, a KonnmakoB Hauas orrajskuBaThca mectoM. IToka emte urect
M3 XKepAM, OTOJPAHHON B TOM ’Ke capae, AocTaBaa Ao aAHa. Ha cayuait
riyGHHBI BhIpe3ajii BeCJMIa K3 ropOniyeif, JOOLITBIX TaM Xe,— capai
porona pasgenu. KonmakoB Bce >KMBee ABHraJl LIECTOM, YXOASA H3-TOK
MepuaHua pakeTnl. UYyaHas caHdTapka, BApYr mnpubGexana u 6es
npeayipexjaedus — npuir! Bce ke mosarasoce 6Bl CIPOCHTB, €CTh TYT
¥y Koro. 30ToB JOBOJBLHO MUPHO NpobypyaJs 06 3TOM, a OHA OTO3BAaJIaCh TakK,
6yATO rosioc ee MOMOPILIMJICS:

— 3arkHucs! — U o6patunacs k Konnakosy: — Kto Takoit?

TyT TONBKO JIeiTeHAHT cO06pa3uJ, YTO OH B MJALL-NAjJaTKe X 3HAKOB
OTAUYMUA He BHAHO, & JIMLO y HEro mMaJjibYHLIecKoe.

— KomaHaup poTh JseifreHaHT 30TOB,— NPEACTABHJICA OH HAacmex
B TeMHOTe, kyaa KosmakoB Bce ke 3aABMHYJ IJIOTHK, a OHa OTBeTHJA
KOpPOTKO, 6yATO eii He XOTeJoCh FOBOPHUTH:
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— Acs.

JlaBpyxuH 3aimuTHO A06aBHJI mo ¢opme:

— CanuHcTpyKTOp IlaHKoBa.

IMocpeau IIpoTokH M COCTOANOCH UX 3HAKOMCTBO.

Ho B Ty MuHyTy 30TOB AyMaJ y»Ke He O Heil, a 0 TOM, Kak 6blcTpeit
OTKPBITH MHHOMETHBIH OrOHBb, IIOTOMY YTO apTHUJIJIEPHUS CMOJIKJA, KakK
BHAHO, HCYEPINaB CHAPAAHLIA 3amac, ¥ B CTaHHMLE CHOBA CTAaJIH OXXHBATh
OrHeBbie TOYKH. Bricaauiuce, cTpensanu, © KoMGaT Kpudas, 4YTO BO3bMYT
CTaHMILY ¥ OH ero, 30ToBa, NMPEJCTABUT K OPAEHY, HO CTAHUIY He B3fAJIH,
NMPHILIJIOCh BO3BpAIlaThCs, clacaTh MUHOMeTnl. KombaT eme nepex 6oem
NMOBTOPHJI yKa3aHHe IOJKOBOro HaudajabCcTBa: <«Kopoue — 3a KaXXABIi
«caMoBap» oTBedaellb rosioBoit!» Ilocsie BeceHHHMX GoeB «CaMOBapoOB»
B POTe OCTaJIOCh ILIECTh, a roJjioBa y Hero Onlyla oaHa, apudMeTHKa
CKJIaAbIBAJIach He B ee MoJb3y. BaTaJIboH 3a 0JHY HOYB NTOTEPAJ eABA JIU He
NMOJIOBHHY COCTaBa, TOJICThie U 4YepHble NMUABKH Kom6aToBCKHX OpoBeit
oceJM Ha riasa.

Ko Bcemy npubaBuiach eufe 6ega: Acsa nponaia. [leBouka, KO3fABKa,
MHoro nu eii Hazo? OHa cpa3y ke HcyYessia C rja3 B TeMHOTe, eABa
npucraJu K Gepery, 3aHAJach CBOMM JAeJIOM. Yxe mokugaau Geper, Ha
KOTOPOM He NpoOBIIM M 4Yaca, a CAHHHCTPYKTOpa He Oniyso. ITo 3emue,
U3phIBaeMOif MHHAMH U CHapsafaMH, 6yATo GalIMCThl KaJfHO PACLIMPATH
IIporoky, 3oToB momon3 o KombaTa, yXoAHuBLIero ¢ Oepera NoOCJeAHHUM,
KaK KalUTaH C TOHYUIero xKopabys, U KpUKHYJ, 4To HeT Ilankosoii. Ho
KanmuTaH obpyras ero MaTom.

— Ilepenpasasiics, conusa!

JHeM Acs cnaJjia B najaTke Kom6aTa, CBeDHYBILIHCH KaJIaYMKOM. 30TOB,
NMO3BaHHBIH AOJOXHUTH O NOTEpPAX, ycTaBujcsa Ha Hee. Crnasa Acs Ao
3aBHCTHM CJIAJIKO, M JIMLUO y Hee OBIJIO OTPELIeHHBIM OT CTPALIHOW HOYH.
BepxHsasa ry6a npunogjHuMasach, IoMorad AbILIATh, H Ka3aJoCh, JeBOYKa
yasibaercss. 3oTtoB mopasuicsa. Bce emy aymanoch, 4YTO JeBOYKa,
nepeojeTras B rHMHACTePKY,— 3TO CJy4YalHBI# MOLAaPOK HOYU. AH HeT! OH
3acMoTpesca, # PomaHeHKO, B3pniyaB, HAIIOMHHUII:

— § moxayce? Kak y Te6a?

— IloTepr HHKAKHX.

— A MHHOMeTHI?

— B wmenocru.

— AX TBI, 30TOB, Aa Thl X CYACTJIHBYHK! — BOCKJMKHYJI KoMmbar,
KOTOPBINi pajoBaJicd TaK JKe JIeKO, KAK U TrHeBaJiCA.

JIuiib B KOHLie Mecslia, KOrga IO PaclyTHIe Bce e MOATALHIHA
apTHJJIEPHIO, HAKOMMJM CHAPAJOB M camnephl HAKPHIIM PeKy COTHAMH
NJIOTOB Ha NPHBe3eHHH X 60uKkax, HeMel, He BhIAEpP>KaJl HOBOro yjaapa no
craHuue, u IIporoka ocranacey mosagu.

IIpaBaa, B rpsasu no rpyab 06XOAHBEIX MAHEBPOB He BHIJIO. 3aXBATHIH
NOCJEAHIOI CTAHMIY Ilepej MJAaBHAMH, 3aTOJKAJM Bpara B NJAaBHHU H...
caMH 3aBA3JH B UX AyWIHON ray6use. Jo pmbaukoro roposa Tempioka,
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Maf4YMBIIEro rie-TO BIepeAd, Ha TBEePAOM MepellieiiKke, KaAK Ha MOCTY
MeXY NNJIaBHAMH H MOP€EM, MOKa A00HPaUCh JUIIb ITUIE! 18 CAMOJIETHI...

IIpusbikanu Kk HeGuIBanoOi BoiiHe. [lymiek TyT cTaBUTH OBIJIO HerZe, Aa
M He Hy»Ho. IIylIku nmoTepsiiu CBOI rpo3HYIO0 CHIy, OYATO BADYT CTAaIM
eBHyxaMu. MX cHapsAAbl TOHYJHM B XHXXe M B3DHIBAJHUChL TJe-TO TaM,
B BOHIOYeil npopBe. Byrop nyssipsieiica MyTH BCIIyYHUBaJCA HaJl B3DLIBOM,
a U3pefKa, YTOOBI TYT ¥ e ynacTh U yTOHYTH, BHIJIETAJIH TPA3HEIE KYCOYKH
JKeje3a, cnabele, XOTb pykoit jsoBu. IlocenuBuIasics B MmiaBHAX NexoTa
IPO3Bajia 3TH CHAPAABLI «yTOMJEHHHKAMH».

BoT MHHBI — Te PBAaJIUCh OT NMEPBOTO CONPHKOCHOBEHMSA C BOAOM, y HUX
B3pHIBaTeNb YYTKHUH, KaK CIIM4YKa. MHHOMeTHl CTaju B NJAaBHAX KyJa
CTpalllHee MyIIeK, ¥ 30TOB PaJOBAaJICs, YTO €ro «CaMOBaphI» 3aBOJIOKJIH
B Gosiota. BeiGpanu ana HUX GoJsiee MM MeHee TBepAHe NMATAKHU 3€MJIH,
3aCTeJIHJIH, YeM yAaJI0Ch, KOpoYe, COTBOPHJIM MOAKJIAAKY U cTpensaau. Ho
ecou 6e3 JOCTAaTOYHOI NMOALEPKKHU NMylUIeK cpa3y He ofoJsenau IIpoTokry, To
KaK e OblJio nepeMaxHyTh 4yepe3 nuaBHu? WX Beab He AecATh 1IATrOB,
a JecATKH KHJIOMeTpOB!

HHoraa npoBoAMNM MaJjble BbIJIA3KH, HO IIOPOH M OHM HaZOJro
3aTuxasy, 6yaATO B BOifHe HacTynajs aHTpakT. KoHeuHo, 3To OBlJI0O AMKO,
KaKOi aHTPAKT MOXeT ObiTh B BoiiHe?

Ho u 3THUM BeuyepoM He CTpeJNsiJid, U OH CAylIaJs, KaK 3yAHT KoMap
B cCaMOM yXe, M xaaua Acwo. Korga oH nepBnlii pa3 no3BaJi ee Ha CBHaHHe,
OHa, BBITApAIMB Ija3a, IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero, Kak Ha HeJOyMKa. A OH,
KOHeYHO, ynuibancs. OH Bceraa yiani6aics OT CMyUieHHUs, HO TYT YK HUYero
He nojejaeulb.

KusHp 3mech, B MJIAaBHAX, JenuJach K KodkaMm. Jlioam Jenmuiuck
K KOYKaM, KaK KOMaphl, ¥ TOTAa, Ha epBoe CBUAAaHHEe, OH TOXKe NPHBOJIOK
Ha KOYKY MycToM AIMK oT MHH. dKaan, Mmoxer, Acsi yIubHeTCsl, HO OHa
raaHysna 6e3 yawibkun. U cena, coxkaBIINCh, TO JH 4YTOGHl IpOYHelH
YAEPKAaThCA Ha HEeTBePAOH IMOACTaBKe, TO JIM YTOOLI U eMy JaTh MeCTO, TO
4 4TOOBI He TAK MPOHMKAJa B Tejo 3a0KasA CHIpOCTh cympaka. la, jsero
MPOMAXHYJIO B 3THX IJIaBHAX, A0 IOCJEAHUX AHEH...

OHHM cHUJeNHn TOorjaa, MOXKeT ObiTh, MATH MUHYT, MOXKeT, moJj4aca, Imoxa
noJ AUIMKOM, MPOJaBUBLIMM KOYKY, He YaBKHYJIO B3aCOC U B OPaHXKeBOM
Jyde JyHHOro CBeTa IOPDKMH JIATYLIOHOK He YHec ¢ co6oif 4To-TO
TaMHCTBEHHOE M IIPOCTOe, M3 MAeTCKUX AHeil. Haja ninaBHAMH HOYHBIM
COJIHIIEM KATHJICSA OPAHKEeBhIi AMCK JIYHBI, U 38 KaXXJOi CTeHOi KaMbIIIa
OHa CHOBA OTPa’kajiach B KAMAOM Jyke, OGYATO B IJIaBHAX KHUJIU THICAYH
JyH. Acsl BAPYT PHIBKOM MNOAHANACh M CKa3aja:

— § nomrna.

U nuuwse TYT OH coo6pasui, 4YTO 4O CHX MOP MOJYaJ, YTO He CKa3aJ 3a
3TO BpeMSl HM CJIOBA, HM TJIABHBIX, HU MOJITJIABHHIX, H, KOTZKa MeJJIEHHO
BHINPAMHJICH, OHA npubaBuia:

— Cuamu.



Hy na, He ycrmeelb OrIsIHYyTbCs, KaK M3-3a KaMblllleil, PACCHINAIOUINX
KHUNAUUHA LIejecT, BhIHBIDHET (QuUrypa, 3aMOTaHHas B IJIall-NAaJIaTKY,
¥ TNPHOTKpPOoeT JIOOONBITHHIM IJy1a3, OO0JIOKEHHBIH NPHIYXJIOCTAMH OT
BYepalIHHUX YKycoB. KoMaphl TyT KycaloT HacMepTh, HO JIOGONLITCTBO —
6eccmepTHas Beulb. IloaToMy Acs M Bejesna emy cuzersb. Kak ke oHa
6y1aropoaHa, MajgeHbKas!

A OH majke He yCIleJ CIIDOCHTH ee, IPUAET JIX OHA elle. XOTh CAMOMY
cebe He Bepb, HO IIepBOe CBHAAHHE B €ro >XM3HMU mpouryo GeccaoBecHO.
A MoeT ObITh, A0 XKYTH CKYYHBIMHM IOYYAHUJIHUCH Ace 3TH MOJIYaJIUBHIE
munyTtel? Ho 4To e gesnaTh, ecIM OH M Ha TBepAOH 3eMJe elle He
HaMoJI4aJCs OT c4YacTbsaA?

C Tex mop Kak OH yBuAea AcCio chnsiueii B majaTKe kombaTa, OH He
COMHEBAJICA, YTO 3TO BOT M eCTh OHO camoe. OH Ke He BMHOBAT, YTO MX
BCTpeuYa MNpoM3olTa Ha BoiiHe, mnocepeauHe IIporoku.. OH Tak O
M cMOTpeJ Ha Acio u3JaJjieKa, pajoBajcsa eif, H Toabko. Ho ciayuunacek
HeBepOsATHAsA OCTAHOBKA B MJIABHAX, U OH He BlAepiKaj. A MoOXKeT GHITS,
OHA IPOCTO NOCYMUTANa ero 6e3pyKuM, TpyciauBeiM. Jla, TPYyCJIMBHIM
I0HolIe# ¢ mucroseTroM Ha Goky. Her, Aca He Takasa... OH CHOBa 3BaJ ee
MmocueTh B KaMbllIaxXx Ha Auiuke. OHa He oTBevyaJsla U He nmpuxoauia. U,
BHAHO, CEroAHA OH HAINPACHO XJeT.

Bce OHM HAYYHMJIHCh THXO XOAHMTh MO KOYKAM, MO «CYIIK&M», Kak
Ha3BLIBAJIH 3eCh MATAYKH OTHOCHTEJBLHO CTONKOM 3eMIH. ITH ee KIOYOYKH
B CAMOM JeJle «CYIUKH», a He cyma. Ho kak THX0o HU npubiauixkaiicsa,
NPHUBBIYHOE yXO yJoBUT war. Tem Gosee ero yxo ACHMH miar...

KTo-To cTynus Ha KOYKY, IJIECHYB BOAoi. Pa3Bes kaMplul, Mocjbiuia-
JI0Ch CyXoe BepeuiaHue. 30TOB BCTaJl, yHUMas cepAle, HO, MOXKeT GhITh, 3TO
u He Aca? A riynoe cepAue pBajJoOCh HaBCTpedy JIETKOMY LIary...

JIyHa ceroaHs elie He BHIKATHJIACh, U CYMpPaK 6niJ 3J10Bellle TeMeH, HO
BCe JKe OH CJYXOM yrajaJj, KTO NMOAXOAMUT, H OKJIHKHYJ:

— Acsa!

2

CHauana KoM6aTy MepelHIOoCh, YTO €ro ¢ COJAaTaMH, KOTOPHX 6nljI0
He TAK Y MHOrO, 3aMaHHUJIH Ha OCTPOB, eJie CJeNJIeHHbI’H U3 6O0JIOTHBIX
KOYEeK, U B3fJIM B KPYT, KakK B MJeH. M3-3a pa3MalIMCTOro KoJiblla BOJBI
KPaCHBIMH TOYKaMH JieTeJld Tpaccupywiide nyau. Co BceX CTOPOH.
ToNbKO-TOJNBKO HAYaJI0 CMEPKATBLCS, M HEMIIBI CIIELIMJIH NT0KAa3aTh, YTO OHH
BCIOAY.

OH MeTaJICA IO KAMBIIIAM, CKAaJUJ CBOM Oesibie 3yObl ¥ NMOBTOPAJN NpO
ceba: «IIpumsbior!» CTpaHHO, HO ceifyac, Jiexka B maJjiaTKe, OH Kak OH co
CTOPOHBI BHAEJ CBOE JIMI0, ONlaJIEHHOe KaPKMM AyHOBEHHeM IJIaBHe, H,
61ecTA A0 KaKOH-TO MCCTYIJIEHHOM, UCKYCCTBEHHOM, HEXXHBOH SAPKOCTH,
B CMYTIJIOit onpaBe BOBCIO GeJiestn 3y6nl.
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Hamau 3ToT TYXJH# OCTPOB pa3BeAYHUKH. [OpPCTH ruUIb3 MO-CBeXKeEMy
30JIOTHJIKCH B YEPHOI CISAKOTH, He yCIieB 3apKaBeTb. 3HAYUT, Bpar yuies
MHUHYTH Ha3aj, He Goabwe. Ho nmouemy yuwen? OH moragancs. CHayasa
cynabbIM, & TOTOM M BOBCE NIPUTUXUIMM OTHEM UX oOMaHyJIH, BRITALMJIA U3
KaMblllei, 4To6ul nepecTpendaTs. I1o ocTPOBY, Kak 10 IHPKOBOM apeHe, TAe,
OZHAKO e, yOuBaJIu Bcepbes, yiKe OTKPHIJIM OTOHb AaJleKue MUHOMETHL...

C:kaBUIMCh HA TONMYaHE MOJ ABYMSA GAHKOBHIMU OJeAJIaMH ¥ LIMHENbIO
M BCe PABHO He B CHJIaX COrPeThCs, OH APOXK aJ, H yraghlBaj NPUOIHIKeHHe
MHH, M CJBIIIAJ, KAK OHM IpOXajii, HATHKAACH HA TPAHHUT BOALI. Buar
OCKOJIKOB 3aCTaBJIAJ ero Bopo4arhcs ¢ 60Ky Ha 6ok, K 3TO GBIJIO MPOTHBHO
0 OMep3eHHS.

OH, kom6aT, HepeAKO CaM BOAMJ CBOHX COJJAAT B BHUJIA3KH. Ero
3aMIOJIUT KaXXAKi pa3 6paHuica, 3a6riBas, 4YTO 3TO He ¢ He6a CBaJIMIOCH,
a 6u1J10 y PoMaHeHKO B KDOBHM, B XapaKTepe, HeBhIAePKAHHOM, 'OBOPHJIH
ele X0 BOMHBI B MOJIKY, WM OGOMI[OBCKOM, KaK XOTHTe, TAK M CUMTaiiTe.
OTpsaj aTakoBaJl OCTPOB Ha KAMBILIOBHIX NMJIOTHKAX a3apPTHO M, KOHEYHO,
ycnemso. Eumge 6u1! 3Toro u xorenu Hemubl. Tenepb 3agaya nmepeMeHH-
nach — BHIPBATHCS M3 JIOBYUIKH.

BriepBhie Toraa ¢ TOCKOH M Jocafoil MOAYMAaJIoCh, YTO 3aMIOJIMT NpaB:
panu GOJIOTHHIX KOYEK, KOTOphie HAa KapTe He Haljelus, 6ATAJBOH MOr
ocrarbcs Ge3 komaHAupa. [la He paau 3TOro, a paau Toro, YToGH A0Ka3aTh
HeMuy H cebe, 4To Aaxke B 6oJsoTe OH He GyfeT cuAETh MOKOPHEHBbKO, KaK
4yepBb! A BCe PaBHO 3Ty BBIJIA3KY HA30BYT JIErKOMBICJIEHHOM...

Xopomo, YTo GBINI0 He Ha CAMOM JeJjie, & MepPelnuIOoCh...

MuHH pBAJINCH I'ylle, K OH NMOMJAbLI... B riy6uHe KaMuilieil OH OCTaBUJI
PYYHOl IyJjieMeT, Y KOTOPOTO AeXXYPHJ JYYUIHl U3 BCeX IyJIeMeTYHKOB,
KAKMX JOBeJIOCh eMy BCTpedYaTh Ha BoiiHe, rpy3uH IoroGepuase. I'ora
NMEepBOKJACCHO CTpensyi. K 3TOMy riaBHOMY B COJIAaTe YMEHMIO OH,
PomaHeHKO, 706aBiAJ elle OAHY IPOCTYIO IIPUMETY: KaK AOJTro COJAAT
xuBer B GaTtasnoHe. Bnepsuie I'oroGepuase npuixKaa K CBoeMy ImJedy
TAMXKEJNBIA NPUKJIAK «JerTAPA» C KeJe3HO#, Ha6uToi MaTpoHaMHU TapeJIKoit
HaBepxy nmog Manro6exkom. Bulyio 3To mouTu rox Hasan, AOJrHik roj ¢ 3UMOMK
M LOXKIAAMH, KOTZa HeMel, KaK NCHUX, pBaJica Baoab Tepeka k Kacmnuio,
moromMy uYto TaM Obisa HedTh. PBajuch THUTIEPOBUN H K TOPOAY
OprKOHUKHA3E, AaBHeMy BiiaaukaBKa3y: KTO ero XO3fiMH, AeCKaTh, TOT
u Kaskasom Biageer. 9To ropunie Bopora BoenHo-I'pysauHckoii moporu,
B KOHIle KOHIOB cGeramouieit k Toit ke HepTH. A 4Yepe3 roj okasaHCh
B NJIaBHAX, AaJIeKOHbKO U OoT Tepeka u or HedTH...

Bo Bpems 60s 3a ocrpoB I'oroGepui3e Co CBOMM MOMOLIHMKOM M3
HOBHMYKOB 2KJaJ1 3eJIeHOH paKeThl, Ha CJy4yai eciu NpuAeTcsa NPHUKPHIBATH
OrHeM BHIHYXKAEeHHBI oTXxoA oTpasa. Ho 6aTanboHHOro opauHapua youam,
M OH McYe3 MoJA BoAoit BMecTe ¢ pakeTHHLel. Kak He Guiso! Torga ewe He
OCO3HaJIH, YTO 3JeCh HaJO0 B KaXKAYyI0 BhUIAa3Ky OpaTe ¢ cobGoil ABe-Tpu
PaKeTHHILI U 3alacCHble AaBaTh CAMBIM XXHUBYYHM, a To... Kopoue: BTOpOIt
PaKeTHHIB He 6biJIo, He U3 Yero GbIJIO AaTh CUTHAJI, ¥ OH BIJIaBb PHUHYJICH
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K fyJleMeTy, O KOTOPOM ellle He Mogo3peBanu Hemubl. Ha [{Henpe BwIpOC
M nyaBaJj, Kak psiba. IlnaBaTe-To myaBaj, Aa y»Ke GoJsiblle B MaMATH,
U eaBa AoTAHYJ. CepAlle TyNuIo B yuu 6emieHbIMU ToT4kaMH. Toub-B-TOYb
Kak ceifyac... B kampimiax oH JomJiesacda 4O MyJieMeTa M yYBHAeN
Toro6epuase. ToT 6bl1 NPUBA3aH K MJOTY PeMHeM Noj ropJo. JJuHHbIE
4YyepHble yChl efiBa BbICOBBIBAJMCH U3 BOAbI, IPUKpbIBaBIIEH# POT. A ryiasa
ObIJIM OTKPBITHI.

C apyroii CTOPOHBI MJIOTA TAPAUIMJIMChL elle OAHH, BBINYKJIkIE,
3aCThIBIINE B CTpaxXe, HO >XMBhIe rjasa.

PoMaHeHKO CXBaTHJ cOJIiaTa 3a UIMBOPOT, XOTeJ YAAPHUTb OT rOpPA IO
3THM HEMOJABHMXHBIM, KaK ¥ KYKJbI, [J1a3aM, OAHAKO OHM MUTHYJIU. U OH
yaepxaJs cebs U CIIPOCHJI:

— Kaxk 3o0ByT?

— IIbiIkuH.

B o6Ge cTopoHBI Ha BOAY BhIKATHIBAJIHCh CHHHe 6yKku wek. [la, npupoaa,
OHa nake GpaMuIMil He AaeT caydailHbiX. [IsimikuH Tak IInimkud. OH CHOBa
rasHyn Ha MeprtBoro I'oro6epuase.

— MuHa,— ckasan IIeimnkuH.— Cpa3y, Kak Bbl B aTakKy.

— A Tebs 3azeno?

IIbIIIKHH OTPHIATEJIBHO MOBOAMJ TOJIOBOM.

— 3HAYUT, OH OAUH BCE OCKOJIKM B3fJ, CBOH U TBOM.

IIbIMIKMH KHUBHYJI, YyTh He MOJLENHB BOAY KYPHOCHIM HOCOM.

— BcraTs!

IIpIlIKMH ONATH MUTHYJI, BBIJABJIMBasi CTPaxXx M3 CBOHUX TJIa3€HOK.

— MHe cTpaurHo.

— BeinosHs# npukas!

— CrpalrHo, 4TO NMJIOT yTOHET,— IONpPaBHJICA CONAAT.— A MJaAlINi
cepKaHT xke... A NJI0T njue4yoMm gepKy.

— Bort kak Hapzo!

OHH y>Xe NMPUCHOCOOHUIMUCHL B MJABHAX NMPUrHbaTh KaMbIUI IO KPYTY,
CBA3BIBATH Y3JIOM, M IIOJIy4YaJIoCh KPECJIO — MOXMKHO M INPHCECTh M Jae
npuiedb AJas oTAbixa. MoxHo u Iory mosoxuts. PoMaHeHKO mnepeHec
nyJieMeTYMKa Ha HEUCTOBO JIOBKO CKPYYEHHYIO UM CBA3KY, OTKHHYB H3-1I0]
ero ropJia peMeHb, a IIBIIUKUH NpUGaBUI:

— OnHoil pykoif nyJjeMeT Aep»kaJi, a APYroil ero npuBA3bIBaJ,—
M nokocuJcd Ha 6eamosnBHOro I'ory.— CrpaiHo 661710 OTOMTH XOTh HA LIAT.
3a TOro CTpauiHoO 4 3a TOrO...

KouBynbcuBHas yabiOKa umieBejabHyJa ry6sl Kombara:

— A 3a ce6a?

¥Yxe mepeTAHY M NMJOTHK Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY KaMBILIOBHIX 3apocJiei,
K APYTroif BojAe, U3-3a KOTOPOI BbIPACTAJ MaBJIMHHH XBOCT TPACCUPYIOLIUX
HUTel, U IILIIUKUH co3HaJCH:

— CaMmomy-To cTpauiHeit Bcex. YTo x s, cBATOU?

— He Bpu! — obopBasn komb6ar.— Y apan 6wi!

— Tak a ewe mory. [lep»kuTte Kpemnue.
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— Ceityac B Takoe Mecto cyHy! IlepecTaHp ApoxkaTs!

— A 310 5 oT xoy04a. CeIpO TYT...

OTTOro-tro u uekd y IlplmikuHa GRIIM CHHUe, YepT BO3bMH!

O TkHyn IIbIIIKMHA TOA pa3oApPaHHBIH IJIOTHMK U CTPEJAJ, MOMXHO
CKa3aTh, ¢ NJeY cojaara, Ha cebe JeprKaBlIero KAMBIIIOBYIO MNJIOLIAJOYKY
¢ nynemerom. Haxa ero ronosoit cTpensis, Nmoka H3 Yyuei y Toro,
M3JIAMBIBASCh M BUJIASA, He MOMOJ3NAM CTPYiKH KpoBu. KombGaTr He cpasy
3aMeTHJ UX, MoToMy 4To IIBIIIKHUH Tepmnes. A 3aMeTHB, CMEHMJI ero, CTaja
ZIepKaTh Ha cebe OCTATKHM MJIOTHKA, & CTPEJISAJ 3TOT AMKOBUHHLIH IIbIIIKUH.

IIpe3abaBHblit OH! YroBop HUKOMY He pacCKa3miBaTh, KAK MaJMJI M3
nyJjieMera CO CIHMHHI KaNUTaHA, O CUX MOp He HapymuJ. A TO Beab
M COJAATHl €CThb TJIynble, IOoTemwlaJuc) Obl Hajx cBouM KombaTom,
M HA4YaJbCTBO €CTh pPa3HOe, MOrJIO, IIPOCJKILAB, ¥ HAaKa3aTh...

JlecCaHTHHKH TOrza yLJH C OCTPOBa, ABeHAALATh YesoBeK. Tpoux B3sAna
Boza, a Iory, kak 3BaJH ero B COJNJATCKON CeMbe, yBe3JqM Ha IJIOTY
B 6aTaJIbOHHBIA CTaH M ellle AaJibliie, HA TBEPAYIO 3eMJIIO, ¥ 3apBIJIM Ha
CTAaHHUYHON NJIOLIAAH...

Kak Te6e Tam, I'ora? Crenp He poAHBIe MecTa, KOHEYHO, He TrOpBHI,
KOTOpBIE aX MOJA Ty4YaMH, HO BCe XKe U He TONlb, I'Jle BeChb BeK JIeXKH OAUH
M HuKoro He Joxaewmbcss. Hukro x Te6e He mpuaer. Hukorma. Yero
monuuwmb? Tora! Tora!

o oTka3a NPUNOAHABIIUCE HA PyKaX, PomaHeHko kpuuaJi. Cepaue ero
BCe ellle KOJIOTHJIOCH, TPOGMBasich Ha BOJIO, HO THlle u Tulle. CTaso poBHeil
U AbixaHue... OH OTKPHIJI rjasa.

Huuyero emy He Mepewuniochk. Bce Tak u 6ni10. JlaBHuit 60it. OauH U3
TeX, YTO y4uau ux 6GosioTHo# BoiiHe. Ilocse aToro 60s no ero 6aTanboHa
nobpajicsi KOPPECNMOHAEHT, MNMpPH TpecKy4ded IJIOMIKe TMOJIHOYM MHcal
KapaHJaluioM, JJOMAOLIMMCA B XyAOi U IOPKO# pyKe. XBaTHJIO HA CTAThIO
3a nmoanuchio Pomanenko. Ilo BceM cTpoykaM, KakKk ceMeHa B TPAAKH,
pa36pocasu yMHbIe COBeThI: «B myIaBHsX 3a BepCTy CJBILIHO, TO3TOMY BCe
neJsait Tuxo», «He 6oitica OKpy»KeHus, Kpyrosass o00poHa TYT — HOpMa»,
«Bpara He BUAHO, HO Beab U Tebs He BUAHO!», «Bpoae oauH Bolellb,
a BhIIIeJ Ha «cyliky» — poral!», «[loguuMait kameili 3a coboif, He
ocTaBisif XBOCTa, nMonajewbcsi», «Pa3Beaka A0 JAHa, npouiynaa AHO —
TMOLIEN»...

XoTh KHMTY H3aaBaii Ha Oyayiee, 1a aBOCh He 0BeAeTCH BOoeBaTh 3/1eCh
Gonblue, He HY)KHAa OHA, TBOSA KHHMra, rje BCe CJIOBa OGJMTHI KPOBBIO.
A koMaHAMpa pa3Beiku PaOuHHMHA He yOWJIH, He PaHUJIH, a BYepa yBe3JIU
B rocnurajb — mansapusa. Or Komapa.

Mawma lansa, gana 61 Thl MHe KPYXXKy MoJioka c¢ nmeuyu. Corpesna 6b1
meHs. Ciaplmiumb, MaTh?

PomaHeHKO BHOBb 3aKaHbIBaJICA B Ofiesijia, a MaTh Obljla yxKe psioOM,
KJIOHMJIaCh K TonmyaHy: «Cablmy, casimy...» W, ropmos, cnpamusasia, 4To
e OH BbIOpas cebe Takoe MeCcTO AJiS BOWHBI, a OH 60pMOTaJ ropAlIMMH
ry6amu, 4To BoitHa HUrje He O6biBaeT Ro6poit, Apyrum He yerdye. U monun,
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M KJaJ IJOTKA MOJIOKA, U SIBCTBEHHO OLLYNIAaJI NPHKOCHOBEHHE CaMoit
JOpOroif Ha CBeTe, MAaTePHUHCKOH PYKH. W Mo-MaJibuMIIECKH eXUJICH OT
HIEKOTKH, TIOTOMY YTO OT ee NaJibLeB LeKOTaJIO MOoJ MBIIIKOH, HO MOTOM
nepecrano. U, 6osch, yTo MaMa I'ajisg He yCJIBILIUT ero o6bACHEHHUH, ToYyeMy
OH OKa3aJICs 3/leCh, U yHJAeT, OH 3aTOPONHUJICA BCE PaCTOJIKOBATb...

Pacnyruna Bce kpenye xBaTaja 3a Horu. M Bpar, kak Oec,
BBICKaJIb3bIBaJl U3 06XBAaTOB paHbllle, 4€M OHU 3aMbIKaauch. U oTkaTnics
no pybexa, kyfa 3apaHee CTOHSJIM ThICAYM JIOAeHd PBITH H CTPOUTh. OT
Kaskasckoro xpe6Ta 40 pa3MbITBIX a30BCKUX Oeperos, ot rop Ao GoJsor
NpOTAHYJach JHHHUA, KoTopyl damucTel Ha3Baau <LonyGoi». He
yAuBIANCHA, MaTh, X ObIOT, 8 OHM B KpacoTax H3ouipsAloTca. U He B ToMm
ZleJ10, YTO PeYYIIKU ¥ PeKH BbIOTCA MO 3TOi JIMHUHM, a BOJa B HUX royybas.
Y HeMua, KaK ropHas AMBH3UA, TAK KaKO-HUGYyAb «DaenbBeiic». [Tobunu
ux Ha Tepeke, Bor u «JlonuHa cmeprtu». IlpayyT cBom npopexu 3a
pa3yKpallleHHOH BbIBECKOH WJIM rpuMuUpyloTca ciae3oif. Hemesku! OaHum
CJIOBOM, MelllaHe.

A «Tonybas nuHUA» CKOpee MOX0XKa Ha JepeBo MNokpenye Jayb6a.
KopHu — kaMeHHbIe, B ropax, CTBOJI — Je€JIe3HbIH, a KPOHA — MNbILIHAdA,
B Hel Hawu maaBHu. U Manspus. Y MeHs ee HeT, MaMa, CJABIIIKLIB?
«Capllry, casimy...» § 3Haw, kak ¢ npuctynamu OGoporbes. TosoBa
MblJ1aeT, CaMoro BbIKPy4YHMBaeT HAHW3HAHKY, a S BCIIOMMHAlO 4YTO-HMOYAh
caMoe 3HakoMoe, 4ToObl He cOuTbess. Ckpuniio 3y6aMu 10 KpolieBa BO pPTy
U BCIIOMHHAIO...

JleToM MyWIKH TpoOXOTaJH A0 XPUMOThI B Hebe, u MBI B NJIABHAX
caymwand HeGMM3KHH ryn ¢ HaAeXAoW: BOT MNPOPBYT 3Ty CcaMyio
«T'ony6yio», PpoHT noredyeT B npopsiB. 1 MBI HaKOHeI{ BHIMOJI3€M U3 CBOMX
6010T, OOPOCUIUX KAMBILIOM ¥ MXaMH. XO0TeJIoCh Ha TBEPAYIO 3eMJII0, KaK
Ha Bosw. Jlyma mpocujsach BoeBaTh, OHa-TO MXOM He ob6pocina. Kto ato
CcKa3aJ, a MHe 3aNOMHHJIOCH? A, 3TO 3aMIIOJIUT MO... 8 UM BBIJIeTEJIO U3
roJsioBbl! § ke g106a10 ero. Mbl pyraeMca 4acto, HO MHe APYroro He HaJlo.
OH KyGaHKY HOCHUT U 0 6ypke MeuTaeT AJa ¢popca. Manpuuiuka! -ro yxe
cTapblii, y MeHs ChIH pacTeT, MHIIYT U3 AOMa, Hayay GPIOKHU HajaeBaTh, U3
MOMX NepeulIuTbie, 3a CNHHOH — JepeBsHHasd BUHTOBKA Ha lIMaraTHHe.

Thl Tak u He BuAesa cBoero Buyka Peabky. M >kuau Henaseko, OT
HOuecrpa no IIHenpa HoYb NMyTH B INoe3de, Aa CAyxkb6a, B COPOK NepBOM,
JieToM, co6panuch HaKoHel| K Tebe, MOAAPKOB NMPUMNACJH, a TYT... U Hamu
ceMbH YBe3JIM Ha BOCTOK, JaJieKo, & Thl 0CTaJach B MIPUAHENPOBCKOM ceJle,
rjpe cTosAsa Ha yJiHle LUbIiraHKa B 3eJeHOi I06ke.

Mu Tpu roza He Buaenuch. f yXk cTapblif, CKOPpO Bce TPHUALATH,
a 3aMnoauty MmeHbue. Ho o ayure TosikoBo cka3ai. Bor Beinasku. [is yero
oHn? Mox caupaoT ¢ AyLIH.

Ox, mats! He 3Halo, Kak y ApPYrux, HO A0 4ero e CTOCKOBaJach Mo
06b1yHOM 3emiie ayma! A 3aecs? U o6niyHyIO 3eMJI0 HeMel, NMepeKoBaJ.
OTPOKOYYT OpPyAHUs, TAHKH M [€X0Ta ABUHYTCS B GOii, BeAyT ero AeHb, ABa,
TPH, CJABIMIKIIL, Kak rpeMut? «Ciaslmly, ciasiuly..» A norom, mama?!
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Kakaa-Hubyap M3BMJIMHA B NEePefOBOHM yriy6uiach Ha KHJIOMeTD-ABA...
Ora ux «lony6as JUHUA» OO COPOKA KHUJIOMETPOB TOJIUHOM, xa! U Ha
KaXXJO0M BeplIKe — G0OpoJaBKH OTHEBBIX TO4YeK. Bcs 3eMisi B GopoaaBkax.
He 6pesxy. U rocrioga 6ora He 30BH, He moMoxeT. YeM OnicTpeit Gexal oT
Hac HeMell, TeM 6oJbliIe CTAHOBUJIOCH Y HErO TAHKOB, OPYAHIA, IIyJIeMeTOB.

MEI rHaJIM ero BAOJb BCero Xxpe6Ta U B KOHIe KOHIIOB 3aTHAJIM Ha Y3KUM
TPEeYroJIbHUK 3€MJIM, KaK B CAaYOK MeXKXAYy ropaMu ¥ MopeM. XBaJieHble
apMHH, ellle HeAaBHO PACTAHYTHIe AJIMHHee YeM Ha THICAYY KHJIOMETPOB,
Tenepb CTHUCHYJIHUCh, GPOHT CTajl BHATEPO KOpodye M ToJymie. A 3HAYHUT,
¥ MOIIlHee, XOTh MOTpenajsu Mbl Bpara uspaaHo. He BooGuie MoinHee,
KOHEeYHO, a KaK f, BOEHHBIH, MOry cKa3aTh — Ha eJMHHI]y IpocTopa.
HousaTHo?

Mars kuBana: noHsysa. W, KuBas M OTJeTas, CTaja PACIJIBLIBATBLCS
B CHPEHEeBBIX Kpyrax, BepTaumuxca nepex raasamu. Mama I'ana! Kyaa xe
t™at? Kyna ona? Ceiiuac ee pyka 6niya... PoMaHeHKO 06XBaTHJI KOJIeHH,
4yTO6GBl YHATb TPACYYKY, HO, KOIZa yAajJoCh M OH IIPHOTKPHIJ IJja3sa,
OKHJAaA YBHIETb MaTh, llepeJ HUM KaK-TO KOCO CHJIEJ CJIENO CTapHK,
BHICY{IIEHHBI J0 NpO3pavyHOCTH, OAETHIH B HH)KHee Gesbe, Ha pyOaxe
BMECTO IIYyT'OBMI{ 3aBA3KU U3 TECEMOK M IIHYPKOB. A MmaMma I'ana? [{na yero
MHe CJenoif CTapHK... 3aueM oOH, oTkyaa? Besnbe Ha HeM cepoe. Ceanle
KypYaBHMHEI JIe3YyT Ha BO3AYX M3-moj pybGaxu. YcTaBuB eiTole GeabMa,
cnpamuBaeTr OJefHBIMH ry6amMmu:

— Ts kT0? TyT Hepycckux MHoro. ¥ MeHa B ApYXKKax y36ek
u azepbaiigxaH. [IogAXoAAT, NOKYPUTH AAIOT.

— Ceityac 3akypuM, Aen.

CBepHysu TaGayka M3 I[JIACTMACCOBOM MEIJIBHUILI, U KOMOAT CKBO3b
KalleJb OTBETHUJI CTAPHUKY:

— ToBoparT, usiran a!

— 9ka! Kro x rosoputr?

— Mawma lMans. Mama l'ana! 9to npaBaa, 4To UbIraHKA ocTaBuJa Tebe
MeHd, 6oabHOro? J{HA Yepe3 Tpu cama oTcrasna oT Tabopa, npubexxasa, na
MeHS YK B TOPOJ, B 60JbHUILY yBe3H. JIeT yepe3 NATH TONMAao A [0 HALIEMY
ceJly U3 LIKOJIBIL... CTOMT I[LITAHKA B 3eJIeHOH I00Ke, PACKMHYTOM L0 3eMJHU
IIaTPOM, ¥ TaK €MOTPHT, YTO A CBEPHYJ 3a OJMXKHMI AOM, 3ajaJj Aepy
B NoJie ¥ cTaj TaM xuTh. Kak cycauk. I'ppi3 3epHa u3 KosocseB. Ilpiranka
nepenyrana. A s tebsa awo6i0, mama 'anga. He 3ualo, gex, kro 4.

— A umsa y tebs xakoe?

— Mapar.

— Hy, upsiraickoe! — cka3ajy cTapHMK, XOTA B ceJie yBepsJH, 4YTO
sanucann lanuHoro mnpuemeima MapaToM B 4ecTh (paHIy3CKOro
peBosonuoHepa.— Ilpiran!

— A BBI-TO, OTell], 3a4YeM KO MHe?

— Korpa T'acraraeBckyio ocBo6oasaT? CkaXu 11O 3HAKOMCTBY.

U MapaT ypOHHJI PYKY K HACKBO3b CHIPBIM AOCKAM I10JIa, Y KOTOPHIX TYT
JKe 3aTYX OKYPOK B NajblaX, ¥ IPUIOMHHJIOCS...
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Ha xpuBoit TabypeTke, MoANEPTOI C OLHOM CTOPOHEI CYKOBATOM BETKOM,
cujJes 3TOT CTapMK INOCPeAH CBOEro ABOpa B TOM CaMoOil CTaHHIE, YTO
packHHyJach y cameix niaaBHeil. Ilosropa Mecsina Hasapx 6aTajboH
BBIBOAMJIM B 3Ty CTAHHLY OTAOXHYTH, OYMCTUTHCA OT THHJIOH TIDA3H.
Hapoay 6miyso Tam, kak Ha spMapke. MeacaH6aTel, mModYTapH, Xo3sii-
CTBEHHHMKH BCeX DOJOB H ellle KaKHe-TO YaCTH Ha OTALIXe, COCeAH IO
nnaBHAM. IllenTanucs: coBceM MM He COBCEM HMX BBIBEJIH U3 3TOM Ge3gHbI?
ITycTs XOTh KyAa yroaHo nepe6pacuiBaioT, B 11060# a, TOMLKO He o6paTHO.

— OH-TO MOJIYaJI Ha 3TOT CYeT, 3HAJ: BePHYT. ByAb OH KoMaHAUpPOM
nocrapiie, camM BepHyJ 6ul Bcex. HOBHIM — oCBaMBaTh 3MEUIHIOI BOMHY,
a 3TH yXe SHaJu ModyeM GyHT nuxa, NpuBHKIK. K mosayTensoit Kaure,
6yATO HHYEro APYrOro U He efH. A PO KOMapOB FOBOPHJIM: 3yMMEPAT, Kak
o TenedOHHOM CHrHaJe...

Ceiiyac B MIaBHAX U NMO3UIHU COBCEM APYTHe, C NEePBEIMH He CDABHMTD.
Kak 6o6pnl, conmaTel crpebau Mo KpoXaM 3eMJII0 M HA <«CYIIKaxs,
CPOCUIMXCHA B «CBA3KH», BO3ABMIJIM HACTOAIIME KPENoCcTH Hu3 GpycKom
aunkoit 3eman. Kameilni 3aner mMexx HuMH apmatypoit. IloBmpacranu
nam6ul ¢ 6oitHunamu. Koe-rae nmo gambe TAHyach M KoJIloYasd IPOBOJIOKA.
Brinu ¥ pa3puIBhI, B KOTOphle HHOTAQ, KAK PBIGH, MIPOHMKAJIH pPa3BeJYHKH,
yalge Hall¥ — TyJa, B 3aJIUThie BOAOI0, 3apoclliMe KaMBIIIOM YyXKHe
TBUIBI, HeMell, TOKe MOCTPOUBIIUIA ceGe ZaMObI, CHEN THIIe, He PBRINAJCH.

IIporus ero 6aTanboHa HeMel, TOBLIXKeET Nepef cBoeii naM60oii KaMBILI OT
nauuku. ¥ aan u 6ossca Haurero HacTynueHua. HacTynaTs He TepneJsocs,
HO Kak?

Eule mwenTajuce, 8 MOXKET, COBCEM YBEAYT JIIOAeik U3 NiaBHel, CKOJIBbKO
MOXKHO BoeBaTh 1o ropJio B Boge? Kopoue, k yepram aTy BoitHy! Hexorenni.
H MBI M NIPOTHMBHHUK AEePXKUM APYr Apyra nojajsiue oT Gepera, IOTOMY 4TO
Geper — 3TO BO3MOXXHOCTh npopeiBa. He yBexayr! OaHako Takxke SICHO
610 Mapary PomaHeHKO, 4YTO COJAZAaTH JKUBYT B IJIABHAX, YTOOBI
ApaThCA, & He KOMapoB KOPMHTb.

TaM, 3a nIaBHAMH, Jexkaau TaMaHCKHI MOJYOCTPOB H ellie HECKOJIBKO
KyGaHCKHX CTaHHI[, B TOM 4ucJie u ['acTaraesckas, OTKyJAa CJIeNOi CTaPHK
JKAAJ HeBeCTKY C BHYKaMHu. ChiHa OH MPOBOAHUJ HA BOMHY, 6a6Ky CXOPOHHJI
BO BpeMsd OKKYTAIlMM U Tenepb CHAeJ Ha CTapoit TabypeTke NOCpeRH ABOpa
M XKAaN cBoMX. ECJIM KTO B JKHBBIX OCTaJICA... BaMKe Bcex Obljla HeBeCTKa,
TaK Yy BBILIJIO, YTO HAKAHYHe OCBOOOXKAEHHUSA ero CTAaHHILI OHA C JAeTbMH
ymsia B 'acTaraeBckyio npoBeAaTh POJHKIX, a TaM U 3acCTpAJia ITOHEBoOJIeE.
Crapuk cujes nepej KalUTKOH, CHeJaHHON H3 CIIHHKH OT JKeJe3HOM
kpoBaTu. [ToaruuBmuit 3a6op Bech PyXHyJI, KaK CAYJIO, & KAJHTKA YyAOM
elle Jgep’kajiach Ha ABYX pKaBhHIX Tpy0ax, BOHTHIX B 3eMJII0O BMeCTO
cron6oB, U MXKAajla, KOrAa ee OTKpPolT. MoxkeT, caM ChlH mpuper?

Ha cTapuka He JeiCTBOBaJIM yrpo3nl, YTO Hafo NnepeGpaThca TyAa, r'Ae
JI0AH, KOTOPbIe He OCTaBAT B Gexe.

— A KaK e MeHsA ChHIH Hailiser? — orBeyas oH.— Her yx, TyT 4...
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Kopmusnu crapuka conpatel. MHorja oH OTKMABIBAJ TOJIOBY, OTDHI-
BaJICs OT KAJMTKH M CMOTPEJ Ha COJIHIE, KaK 3PAYHil CMOTPETh He MOXKeT.
Y nrenTaJi, 4TO M COJIHIE CTAJIO APYTUM, eABa cBoH npumiau. CosHne 6ui10
TaKoe jXe, KAK Bcerga, HO OH He corJjaluajcs:

— d-to 3nao!

Hy, BOT M TH HCHapuics, AeA, He [AOXKAABIINCh MOero OTBeTa.
OTnycTuia MeHs Baula Majspus, BeaAbMma GosorHas. He ycmen s Tebe
CKa3aTh, 4TO CKopo U 'acraraeBckas Hama 6yaer. He auMoBaTh ke 34eCh.
A yxe ceHTAGDPL Ha Hocy. BoT-BOT rae-To pemuTenbHO HaYHETCH, M'Ae — He
3HaI0, HO BOT-BOT...

Koprounino ero yaca TpH, u B majlaTKe yXe CTeMHeJIO, 3HAYHUT, HACTY U
NPOMEXKYTOK MeXJY COJIHUeM H JyHoi. Kakas THmuHa 3aBanuia Owl
niaBHH, echxu 6 He komMapun H Jaarymku! Komapel o6nenunu manatky
u Toyar. IIycts cebe. B manarky He 3aGepyrcs.

Xopomyio majJaTKy IIOCTABMJIM COJAATH CBOeMY KanuTaHy. Hamau
B CTAHHMIE TOJICThie AOCKM Ha IOJ, 8 K BXOAY IPHJIENHIH JIHHHBIK
KOPHMAOP H3 NJIAIL-NaJaTOK C MapJIeBHIMH 3aBeCaMH Ito XoAy. JIy»kHu ckBo3b
meJy B MOJIY ellle MPOCAYHUBAIOTCA, a KOMapH B majiaTky — HeT. Kakoii-To
MaJSIpMK IAMHYJ ero Ha BoJe...

HHoraa xasajoch, YTO NaJaTKa NJLIBET, TAK U He BHINJILIBasAg HHUKYJAA,
OyATO OHa IUIBIJIA He CPeAH KaMHIIIeil, a BMeCTe ¢ HUMH U He OBJIO eil
BHIXOZa HH B Mope, HH K Gepery.

Ceifuac 6e3 30Ba ABUTCA OPAMHApel MapacyJs ¥ BKJIIOYHT JIAMMOYKY,
ayyio... KaKk 3Be3xa B HebGe. O ecau 6m! Kpacneit nommaopa. Ona
HaJIMBAJIaCh 3THM NOMHAOPHBIM COKOM OT aKKYMYJIATOPA, KOrAa KalUTaH
cobupas KOMaHAMPOB Ha COBelllaHHMe, YXXHHAJ MJIM BCTABAJ MOCJIe
npucrymna u 6puica. Mapacys yXuTpsJicsa, He Hapyllas MaCKHPOBKH, r'ae-
TO MOJOrpeTh AJIA 3TOro YyTh-4yTh BOAK B uYaifHuke. XopoHiuii napeHb
M JJIMHHBIHA, KaK BepcTa. PomaHeHKo mio6un coaaat pocasix. Ilocae
NMPHCTYNOB BCe KAa3aJUCh €My XOPOUIMMH...

KT10-TO JIeroHbko TopMoIInI ero 3a miuedo. Passenus riasa, oH J0Jro
HHUYero He MOHHUMAJ, KpDOMe OAHOrO: 3aAPeMalioCh.

— ToBapum; kanuran!

B kpacHOM cyMpake pa3risfies HaKOHel| CBOero OpAMHapla.

— T'ne % TH 6BINT?

— Tak Bn He Besenun 3axoautb. Camoru xorure cHars? Ilomory.

— He Hano, BHICOXHYT — He HajeHellb.

Jlo npucTyna OH ycneJi copBaTh ¢ cebsi FTUMHACTEePKY, HO, 3a6upasAch nox,
ofiesNo, ocTajcsa B ranude u camnorax, npasBaa, WBKIPHYJ MOA HUX NJall-
najaaTky.

— Bpursca.

— Bor.— Mapacys NpUMOOAHAN K JIAMIOYKEe YaWHUK M TJIOTHYJ U3
ropaslmka, oTrepnpkuBasicb.— Kunsarok! Yx!

— YTo Xe THl KUNATOK rIoraewis? 3a eoil MepecTaHellb YyBCTBOBATH
BCAKHMI BKyc!
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— 3! T'xne BKyc, ToBapuil KanuTaH, Kakoi BKyc? YTo HH Kylllaellb, Kak
ragera! Ilocjie BOiHBI i BaM cBapioo IJOB — 3T-TO BKyc!

— Cam cBapumb? Babre geio.

— Her. Y Hac Tak, TOBapHIl| KAIUTaH: yMeelllb F'OTOBUTh — MYJK4YHMHa,
He yMeemb — 6a6a. Ecyin He HyeH, ellle Ha YacHK yuay?

— Kyna?

— CrTuxH nmocayumarth.

— Coarun? Kakue TyT ctuxu?

— He 3Haro.

— 3auyeMm oHH Tebe?

— HHTrepec.

— IlonHblil pa3BpaT,— NoMoOpILUJICH KanuTaH.— IIpumau MmHe Acio!

— Ects npuciars Acio!

¥ Mapacys BeIpBajici M3 MaJIaTKH, IOKA B HACTPOEHHMH KoMbGaTa He
HacTynuijo nepemeH. Iloj oTiereBuIMil MOJIOT NMJIABHU 3aKUHYJH OXAIKY
NArymIaybMX T'oJIOCOB: Bedep yKe OYpJuJ HMH.

3

— f 6or0ch Te6A,— npusHajica 30TOB, MOTOMY YTO HeJlb3d e OblIO
CHOBa CHJETHh MoJIYa.

— Cmeewmrbca? — cnpocusia Acsa.— PpuueB He Gourcss, a MeHS —
6ourcs.

O6BACHATH, 4YTO 3TO HENOXO0XXHe, COBCEM pa3Hble CTPaxXH, OblJIO
6eCCMBICJIEHHO, HACTOJIBKO OHU Pa3Hble M HEMOXOXHe.

— IIpsiMo KaK IO BOMHBI,— CKa3aJjia Acs ¢ TOi Ke IPUBBLIYHOMI AJIA Hee
XMYPbIO B rojioce, XoTd Mnojomio 6sl U ynaelGHyThCA.

BoitHa, KOHe4YHO, HeBecejoe AeJI0, HO U B CaMble CJIOMKHBIE MHHYTHI
JIIOAM HAXOAWJH XOTh MHUT AJs myTKH. OxHako He Acs. OH yiKe ciablmia,
4YTO, HATHIKAACH HA BeceJibuaKa, 3a6aBisBlIero Ky4ky conjar, Acs TyT Ke
orxoamina. A HekyJa GbIJIO OTOHTH — OTKJIIOYAJach Ha MecTe, U COJAATHI,
6BIBAJIO, HA BCIO KATYUIKY 3allyCKaJI4 IIPU He# 4To yroaHo. « Kakue pasunie
MBI C Heii!» — MOHypo AyMmaJn 30ToB, BCce BpeMs yJniGasch, 6yaTo OBl 3a
cebs u 3a Hee. CIIPOCHJI HEJIOBKO: IOYEMY 3TO €if T0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO BeJET OH
cebs NMpAMO KAK A0 BOWHBI?

— Xopoiuue pebara Bceraa 60AJKUCH AeBYlLIEK,— OTBeTHJIA OHA, 3eBas
HapQYHUTO.

— A nnoxue? — cnpocun 30TOB, He 3HAasA, KaK 3TO y Hero
BBIpBaJIoch.— OHHU Kak?

— 8 ot noapyr cablmiana,— ckaldaja Acsi.— A caMa IIpO 3TO HUYEro
He 3HAI0.

— A Toxe.

Acsa rasHysa Ha Hero, Kak A0 CHX I[Op HH pa3y He CMOTpeJa.

— CkoJuabko x Tebe Jer, JeiiTeHaHT?
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— Kaxkasa pasuuua?

— He rayxoii ke, cipocuyia: cKoJbko TebGe mo Merpuxe? Eciau He
BOeHHas TaliHa, OTBeTb.

— CKOJIBKO BCeM, CTOJIBKO M MHe.

— JHeBaTHaauats? YKe HUCIOJHUIOCH?

— Euge 6n1!

— Oro! — Acsa nokavaya rojioBoif.— A CKOJIBKO Thl Ha BoiHe?

— Bosasue roxa.

— Oro! — nosTopuia Acs, H, Nyrasch ee BOIPOCOB, 3aTAMBIIUX B cebe
4YTo-TO Hexo6poe, OH CaM CIHPOCHJI:

— A TebGe ckoabko yer?

— JI1060NHTCTBO He NMOPOK, a 60/IblIOe CBUHCTBO,— CKYYHO OTBETHJIa
OHA, OH e NMPOAOJIAKAJ yInGaThCcsa:

— SI co cTpaxoM chnpalIMBal: BAPYI CKa)Kellb — MATHAALATH!
C BMAY TH KakK AeBOYKa.

IToxoxe, oHa HHYEro He CJAHIIAJA, YK OUeHb AOJIrO MOJIYasa, U Aaxe
CTpax BHYWIAJIO, CKOJIBKO K€ OLLYTHMO TSXeJIOi KaMeHHOCTH BMECTHJIOCH
B TaKoe MaJIeHbKoe JIHIO.

— S crapure Tebd,— HaKOHel, OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Ha ckoabko?

— Ha cro ner.

— A Mmonoxe? — yambHynca oi.— Ha asa roaa.

— Passegan?

— Cam 3Halwo.

— Kro ke oTKpuIBaeT Tebe uyxHue ceKpeThl? — BAPYT HA4Yaaa 3MUTHCH
Acs Tak, YTO 3JI0CTh yXKe BHIMJIECKHBAJIaCh HapyxXy.

— CwMmoTpio Ha Te6s U JoraanBalOCh, — IPU3HAJICH OH, HIlla B cebe XOTh
YYTOYKY JIMXOCTH, HO TAK M CHAS C TOCKJIHMBOW CMELIMHKOH B rjasax,
CTABIIMX OPaHXKEBHIMH IIOA JIYHOM, KOTOpas M CerofiHs yXxe 3arafo4yHo
BCIJIBIBAJIA BO3AYUIHKIM IIAPOM.

— Her, xT0o Tebe noackasniBaer?!

— HagsepHo, n1060Bb, Acd...

— Tu aypak? — euie Gonsume pasosnunack oHa.— ToJskHY ceiliuac
B BOAY — M NIOMaJKHBaif, 4eM TAKOe MOJIOTh.
— BrInJaRBY.

— Canywaif, He Xouellb, YTO6 TOJIKHYJIa, TAK ONATh B MOJIYaHKY
nourpaii, yeiiTeHaHT!

— Ects! f BCce cTaHy AesnaTh, YTO TH 3aXO4Yellb.

— Tal uTO, MpaBaa, aAypak?

— Moxer OHITH.

— O, rnaagu! U He cnoputr! — G6yaTo 6B KOMY-TO NHOCTOPOHHEMY,
ckasasa Acsi.— 3HAYHUT, YyTh-4yTh YMHUILIKH ellle UMeeTcs. Beperu To, uro
0CTaJIOCh.

— EcTs! — noOBTOpPHJ OH IIO-BOEHHOMY, KO3HIDHYB H 4YYyTh He CBa-
JIUBIIKUCH C SLIUKA.
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— He crapaiics, neiiteHaHT. S cTpensaHasa. Huuero y te6a He BhIiifer,
He MOJYYHIlUb.

— JHa uyro TH ropoaumib? — obunesnca oH.— MHe HuYero oT Tebs He
Hajo.

— Tol KOHTYXeH 6n1n?

— Tosabko paHeH.

— 3HaYHUT, OT POXKAeHUA YOKHYTHIL. JI1060Bb! CTo pa3 y6urs moryr!
Kakas TyT n100608BB?

— YG6uBalOT pa3, HO C HAMU HHYEro He CIYYHTCH.

— Teb6e Tak xouercs, yyauk? BoitHa He BeI6HUpaeT Koro...

— # Huuero He 6010Ch.

— To mens Gourcs, a To Huuero!

— IloTromy-To 5 Teb4...

CaM AMBACH CBOeil HeCJIBIXaHHOM CMeJIOCTH, 30TOB CHOBa yJmbaics,
a OHa ONyCTHUJA TOJIOBY, H AOJrO MoJYaja, U ONATh BINEePHJIAch B HeEro
OpaHX<eBhIMH IJia3aMM, KaK AByMs JIYHAMH, U B OAHOH JIyHe, KOPOTKO
6yecHyB, BADYT 3aTJje’na cJje3a, Hamyrasuias 30ToBa, HO eule Gosbure
HANyraJ COBCEM CAaBJIeHHBIH! rojioc ACH, KOTOPHIH IIONIPOCHJI eJIe CABIIIHO:

— Hy, Toraa XoTh nouenyit MeHs, JedTeHAHT!

A nuno ee, MajieHbKoe, CKOpOHOe, ¢ GoNbIIMMH, AaKe GoJbMIyHIMMH
rJIa3aMH, OTYETO OHM TaK 4acTO Ka3ajluCh BHITAPAIeHHBIMH, NIPUIOAHA-
JIoCh K HeMY. J10 CMX MOp OHO IOTHJIOCH I'le-TO HUMKe ero KOCTJIABOro mnJjeva.
Temeps oryaguyo ero MieKod M TNOAHAJIOCH, HACKOJBKO cMorio. OH
CTPeMrIJIaB HaKJOHUJICS, UX 3y0Oul HeJseno cTykHyauch. OH elle ZOJro He
ABILIAJ, AyMas, YTO BCe 3TO: THLIMHA HaX NepeJHUM KpaeM, PACIJILIBIINM-
Csl IO THUJION BoJle CPeAM KaMEIlIei, HX BCTpeYya — BCE 3TO U B CAaMOM JeJle
KaK J0 BOHHBI, HO Acs BHIPBaJIaCh HU3-NIOA €ro PyKH, OTHIATHYJIACh, H OH
eiBa yAepiKayicsi, CYHYB PYKHM B 3a4aBKaBIIYIO I'DA3b U JIOBA ALLUK, YTOGKI
OHA He yImaJja.

— Tu 3a6b1y1, YTO BO{HA? — THXOHBKO crmpocuia Acs.

— Kak mMoxkHo 3a6mITh Takoe?! — coBpaJs OH.

— A s 3a6mia...

— Tai npocTykeHa. [lail a4 HaJeHy Ha TeGs CBOIO KyPTKY,— CKa3aJl OH,
cockpebas 06 yriml filfHKa rpAa3b CO CBOMX JIAZAOHEMH.

— HHYYTOYKH He NMPOCTYkKeHa.

— A roioc?

— Kypro...A 3Haewsp, 10 BoiiHu A neaa! CaMoaearensHocTs. U mecHu
BeceJible. Y Caniinaa 6ui.

— Cmnoemp MHe?

Acs 3akayasa roJloBOi, MOHOTOHHO KHBas.

— §1 rebe ceityac TaKylo MECHIO Cnoio, 30TOB!

BHesanHasi yiani6ka BKPMBL M BKOCh 3azepraja AcCHHB TryO6ml,
pacceyeHHble MeJIKMMM TpelUHHKaMH. OHH OblJIM NMOYTH He3aMeTHHI, 3TH
TPEIUHKH B CYXOi KOPOYKe, HO 3aMIOMHHUJIMCh OT KOPOTKOTO NMPHUKOCHOBE-
HUA K ee ry6baM. A kKorga, HaKOHell, OHM PACTSAHYJHMCh B HENPUBBIYHOM
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yybiOKe, B CAMOM yroJIKe, Ha HHXKHeil rybe, NoABUIaCh KalleJbKa KPOBH,
KOTOPYIO OHa CJM3HYJIa, TOPXKECTBYyWIle 00bABUB:

— 3acTpenuumlb MeHs Ha MeCTe, eCJau He BpaJy!

— 3a uyro? S He MOHUMAalO, KAK JKHJI, TOKA He BCTPeTHJ Tebs.

Acsa He3BOHKO 3acMesnsach. CKBO3b JIOMKHE XDHIIBI ee CMeloIerocs
roJjioca JOHECJHCHh HeCAepKaHHBbIe BCIIJIECKH YbHUX-TO LIATOB.

— O! Yxe uayr.

— Kro?

— Oxu! A ax JABYyX mno3sBajla IIOCMOTPeTh Ha 4ydeJsio, KOTOpoe
3ayMaJio OTHATh MeHA y Kombara!

— 9To s — uy4esio? — HaKOHel CIIPOCHUJ OH, IIOMOJIYAB.

Ilfaru, yaBkas M mieuia, pa3fgaBajiUCh Bce GJIMIKe, M KaMEIII TOXe,
KaXXeTcs, Npubinxkaicsd, LIOPOX ero MOAKATHIBAJL.

— Beru! — mosnsaume npocunena Acs, 3axepraB ero 3a pyKy.

— XoTh yCasIlIal, KAK Thl CMeelllbCH,— CKa3as 30TOB M OTBepHYJICH,
a LIyM KaK OTCeKJo, u Acs, noxoxkjaaB, obpoHuia:

— He onu Bpoze.

M TyT ke ryskuit 6ac mocablIuasCcs:

— A A MLy, KTO 3TO LIeNM4¥eTcs, a BOH KTo! X0TUTe CTUXH MOCAymaTh?
Xoxy, o6basaaw. Koinakos GyseT KOHLepT AaBaTh.

— KonnakoB? — yauBuicd, KaK y>KacHyJjcs, 30ToB, 6yaTo Gul Ipu
3TOM Bpa3 OCHI Xyxke AcH.

IToguaB rima3a Ha pociaylo GHUrypy B KybGaHKe, AcA crpocuJa:

— Yero 3T0, TOBapHIll MOJUTPYK, BB caMH XoauTe — obbasiasgere?

Eure BecHoOi#t mosmuTpaGOTHHKOB IlepeaTTeCcTOBAJIM, 3aMIOJHUT AreeB
NMOJIYYHJ CTapluero JieiiTeHaHTa, HO JAaBHAA NPUBBIYKA JKujia cebe,
M MHOTHX JI0 CHX IIOp Ha3hIBaJM NMOJMUTPYKaMu. K AreeBy 3To ¥ moAXoausIo
6osipre. Acs rajaJa, CKaXeT OH KOMGATy MJIH HeET, KOTo U rje yBuaesa. OHu
MOpyruBaJIuCh H3-3a Hee, Aca He pa3 AoragniBaJjlach o6 MX CTHIYKAX IO
B3goxaM Areesa, Ho ¢ PoMaHeHKO He 60JIbHO-TO HapyraeubCs, BO-MePBHIX,
a BO-BTOPBIX, YTO 34 NTHIIA CAHUHCTPYKTOP, KOTAA B 3THX 50JIOTaX FOpAYHUMA
6opuy ANA CONMAAT KaXKAbli AeHb — mpobyema.

Mexay TeM AreeB AOroBapMBAaJl MOYTH C BOCTOPIOM:

— Ckaxure, Korga mocJeAH4i pa3 Bul caywanau ctuxu? U He
BCriOMHHTe HebGoch! BoT u xoxky.

— IIpo n060Bb? — crnpocuna Acs.

— Her, BoeHHBIH CTHX, HO JTUPHUYECKHUI,— nmpobacun Arees.

KoneuyHo, nymana Acs, OH pacckaxeT kombaty. Hecmorpsa HuM Ha 4To,
OHM Belb APY3baA M Myxuku. Hy u nycTb cebGe roBopur.

— Yeit ke ctux Konmak npountaer? — mouHTepecoBajach OHa.

— Huvyeii. Csoit.

Haxxe Acs nopasujach U CcTajla MOAHHMATHCHA C ALIMKA:

— Ox toi! Iloitay mocaymaio moara Ha Gosore!

— A Bbl, 30T0B? UM BBl K CTHXaM PaBHOAYLIHEI?

— Kak naryuka.
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— 9710 3pa.— IloauTpyk nepecTynuJ Ha MecCTe, NMOMHHA, YTO INpH
IOJITHX CTOAHKAX IJIABHH 3acachlBaeT HCIIOATHINKA, M BOJa THAMKeJO
BCKMIIeJia y ero Hor.— A MoXeT, s Bac He Bufes, a? S moures.

— Croiite! — U Acsa miar€yja ¢ KOYKM B CJIAKOTb, a U3 Hee B BOAY,
M BCe CTajo el BAPYr NMOHATHO: 3TO OH, MOJHUTPYK, 3akepiKaj ABOHUX
NMpUrJalleHHBX el0 noyo6oBaThCcs Ha JeliTeHaHTa 30TOBa, U 3aXOTeJOCh
yHATH C HHMM, KaK I0J 3aliUTOMH.

IonuTpyk elle pa3 OKJHKHYJ 30TOBa:

— Aiina! Hy?

— Her, Her, HeT! — 3ayacTUJ JeiTEeHAHT, TpACA TOJIOBOM, H,
HEeMHOKO ITOCHJAEB B OXUHOYECTBE, OIJIAHYJICA.

TemHora 3abupana yxoaamux. OQIHH — BeJIMKaH, CMHHA, KaK CTeHa,
Tyro o6XBayeHHAs PeMHAMH, CJIOBHO AJIA TOrO, YTOOHI He pa3pacTaThbCs
6onblle, ApPyrags — ¢ MH3MHYMK. W 3Ta MajocTs AcH B IIpocTope
6eCKOHEYHOro KaMhIllla, HaJl KOTOPHIM BO BCe KOHILI pasJierjaock Hebo,
3anslJIeHHOEe 3Be3XaMH, 3Ta CaJHALlaA AYLIY MaJIOCTh AcCH CHOBa npepBaJjia
ABIXaHHe.

Houamu emy yacro cHunach Mama. OHa cTosizla Ha yJHIe, XKAaJla ero
OJHAa, a OHA U YXUJia OJAHAa, oTell ToXKe OblJI HA BOWHe, IO HOMepYy IOJIeBOM
MOYTHl He Aorajaellibcs, rge, Mo HaMeKaM — Ha ceBepe: «A y Hac yxe
CHer», «A y Hac elle CHer». Yuua c Mamoii 6b1J1a COBCeM HEMOX02Ka BO CHe
Ha UX FOPOACKYIO, TeMHeJa OT TPaBhi, TAKO r'yCTOH, CJIOBHO BCe TPaBKI, IO
KOTOPHIM OH YCIleJl NMPOHUTH Ha BOiHe, [epPeCeJHMJHCh TyAa H 3aKPBIJIH
ropoAackoit kameHb. Temepp oH GyZeT AyMaThb TOJIBKO O MaMe, KoTopasi
HHKOTZla M HHUKOrO He NMO30BeT MOCMESAThCA Haj HHUM...

Ax, na ato yenyxa! [Tloaymaemr — nocmestsca! He B atom zesno. Kak
oHa cka3ana? «Yyuesno!» Tak He CKa)kelib YeJOBEKY, K KOTOPOMY XOThb
KalleJbKy...

Illaru y>ke yTOHYJH B TeMHOTe.

XJIONMHYB MO uIeKe, 30TOB crpe6 KOMAapoB, M JaJOHb CTajla JIUNKOM.
K yTpy MHOro KpoBM 3aCOXHeT Ha pyKaX, OJEHET HX B KOPHYHEeBbIe
nepyaTKd. XJIONMHYB IO BTOPOM UIeKe, OH BBITAHYJ M3 THHHI CAIOTH
¥ NPBIXKKAMH ABHHYJICA TyZa, TAe yXKe COUIJIMCH JIIOAH.

Cpenu ny»aitku, Hecyulei, Kak MiaoT, GOJbLIYI0O MAJaTKy, COJIAATHI
CHIeJM Ha AOCKaX, PACKHAAHHKIX 10 BJAXXKHOH TpaBe, HA CMATHIX B KOMbA
UIXHEeJAX, 4 KTO M CTOSA CJyLIAaJ, KaK, OyCTHB rojoBy, 6y6Hun Kosnakos:

XophITh HaJ IJIABHAMH JIYHA,
HouHble NTHILH HILYTh XHE3Abl...

T'opoa Benropoa (KosmakoB poauiIcs M KHUJ PAAOM) HeZalIeKO OT
YKpauHbl, 4, KOHEYHO, YKPAMHU3MBI >KHUBYT B TeX MecTaX, KaK JoMa.
C "exHoCThI0 KOIMakoB BeIroBapuBaJjl «I'», a MATKUEe 3HAKH CTABHJ, Ile
HaZ0 M He HajJo, MO COOCTBEHHON AYLIEeBHON LIEAPOCTH.

Ha Buj oH 6uia IIyNIeHbKKUH, KaK Acs. Ho Ha caMOM-TO fejie Kpenkuii.
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W kynaku, yBecHCThle, KaK KyBaJIAhl, HeBnomax c o6JauuybeM, cpa3sy
BEI3BIBAJIM yBa)KeHHe K cebe. Pyku ero peako oraeixaau, a Bce
1IeBeJIMJIUCh, CJIOBHO 06AyMBIBanu paboTy.

Konnakos pa6otas 4 Ha BoiiHe. Hafio KonmaTh, HOCUTb, TPHOGUBATE —
Her nyume KonnmakoBa, 3arnsfieHbe, KAK OH HOCHT, KomaeT, npubuBaer.
Hapno pe3aTs K0JII04YI0 IPOBOJIOKY Bpara — OT MHHOMETYMKOB 3a [IOJTHOYb
uner Kosmakos, nomoraer aenats ato apyrum. Ilorom, 6uIBasno, cipocar
APYKKH 110 pacyery:

— Kak, I'epacum, npososioka?

— PenbeB Ha Heii MHoroBaTo. 3aTo Ha 3Be3Anl NnoJo6oBajcs.

— Korpga?

— Tak Ha cnuHe K Jexan-tro. [JJo yrpa. MaTe Mos, CKOJIBKO X 3TO
B HeGe 3Be3n! U orkyapa?

— 3arajka BCeJIEHHOM.

— IIpaBo cioBo!

Haxe ecan Bca paGora caenaHa, ¥ Toria KosmakoB He JIOKHJIICS Ha
60KOBYIO, a JIaAMJ KyplaM TaGaKepKH H3 CHAPAAHBIX T'HJIb3, AJA 4YEero
OJHY-ABe BCErja TackaJ B CBOeM BelMelnke. Ero xBajmiau, kasicb, CKOJIBKO
BPEeMeHH y Hero OTHAJIM, & OH PaJ0BaJICA:

— § mob6aio XyA0oXKeCTBEHHYIO MOJEJIKY.

Koraa 30ToB ycaBILIAJ OT CBOEro COJiAaTa 3TH CJIOBA, OH NMPOrOBOPUII
C HUM O TOM o ceM GosblIe yaca, CKa3aJ HaKOHell], YTO BCe XKe CIaTh nopa,
u KonnakoB coraacuicsa:

— Ilopa-To mopa, Aa cHa HeTy.

HNaBHo yx 'epacuM He mosiyyas U3 AoMa IMCEM, He 3HAJI, JKHBa JIK ero
cembd. IToa Besnroposom, HeaaBHO BHIDBAHHBIM Y OKKYIIaHTOB, Obljla Takas
TaHKOBas 60OIHA, YTO B MaJILIX ¥ GOJBIIMX OKPECTHBIX PeYKax OrJyuIuJo,
MoXKaJIyd, BCeX COMOB, a B poutax — nruu. Kyaa yx mogam... Teneps oH
IMHCAaJl JOMOI BCe Yallle ¥ TpeGoBaJ y MOYTAIbOHA OTBETA, KOTOPOro BCe He
66110,

XnageoTh Ha TebGa co AHA
YnasBiiue B 03ephbl 3Be3AbI...

OH THXOHBKO YHTaJ, HO BCe CHUAENH elle THIIe. A CMOJIKHET — 4YTO
ckaxyT? CTHXH — 3TO C TeX CaMbIX 3Be3JHBIX BHICOT, HO BHIHOCATCA Ha
cya moaeil. XoTh ¥ BHICOKH 3Be3Abl, a MoAH Bbiiie. UM nogasaii... [la ka-
KHe 3To cTUXHU? CaMojesaTeNbHOCTb, KaK cKkadana Acs... Ecau ormenymurs
HX OT CBOCOGBIYHOIO KOJMAaKOBCKOI'O rOBOpa, 3By4Yasid CTUXH TaK:

TopuT Hajx NJIABHAMH JIyHa,
HouHble NTULBI MILYT rHe3za,
T'naseoT Ha TebGA co AHA
VYnasuine B o3epa 3Be3Jbl.
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IToBuC KaMblll HAjA TOJIOBOM,

Y, HeM3BeCTHO rAe KOHYAfCh,

To 3aMupas, To Kayafch,

CTOMT OH BJONH NepefOBOM.

Y nieck BoAgnl M3gasieKa

JIeTHT M rJIOXHET HaJ TPACHHOIA,
M TH noxok Ha pubaka

B noxaeBHKe, MOKPLITOM THHOIA.
Tebe He cnpsATaThCH B QKOIIE,
Oxona HeT, GpeAelis Mo ToOMH,

U HM MOrMJ ¥ HM cleja,

OxnHa BOAa, ogHA BOJA...

Ceituac corperscs y KocTpa Chi,
C canor TsXeJBIX CYHCTHUB TpA3b,
Yro6 mox NagoHAMH, KaKk Kpabmi,
KpacHenu yriau, ueBexfch.

Ho TyT 6Bl 3aKypuTb XOTHA OHI...

To nu cTuxu 0GOpPBAJIMCh HEOXKHIAHHO M BCe TEPIEJHBO KAAIH
MPOJOJIAKEHUSA, TO JIH 10 APYToii KAKON MPHYMHE JOJT0O TAHYJIACh THLIMHA,
Ka3aBmiasgcsa O6e3pa3IMYHOi, NMOKA HECKOJIBKO TroJIocoB Ha 060JIoTHO#
JNyxaifKke He OCMEJIHJIOCH 3aTOBOPUTH:

— Xovuews cBepHYTh, ['epacum? Cyxoit Tab6adok, MOHpaBUTCH.

— Jla uro y I'epacuma Kupunasiua Kucera HeT, 4To JHu?

— Y Hero KHCeT KeJIe3HHI.

— Xots nopox Geperu.

— A vyero xanyerca? TyT 6ul 3aKypHUTh Onr!

— Y7106 Tebe A0 KHUILIOK AOLIJIO, TIOXA.

— A-a-a...

— Tak,— pacTepAHHO IOABeJ HMTOr AreeB, BHIXOASA Ha JIYXKaUKy
k KosnakoBy, u Bo3Jie Hero TOT ¥ BOBCe U3MeJb4aJl, Kak y 6amuu. OgHakKo
He KosmakoB, a BeJIMKOPOCJIBI AreeB CMYIIEHHO OTKAIIJIAJICA M TOJbLKO
[IOTOM IIPOAOJIXKAJ: — ITO MHTEpEeCHOe CTHXOoTBopeHHMe. Kak M3 KHUrH
CTHXH, & H4 B KaKoi kHure HeT. [Ja.. Hanucan Ham Konnakos, npsamo He
Beputrca! He 6w1y10 y Hac 6aTaJIbOHHOrO MO3Ta, MBI He 3HAJIM, a Temepb
y3Hanu. A?!

Acsa BADYr KPHKHYJIA:

— Cnacu6o, Koanakos!

Bce ornsaHyIHuCH, OlIAJIEB OT ee BHE3aMHOr'0 OXKHUBJIEHHSA He MeHbIIIe, YeM
OT KOJIMAKOBCKHUX CTHXOB.

— Iloxsonaem emy! — He yHHMaJach OHa.

Ho 3axiyonasa oHa oAHa, & OCTajJbHble 3acMesauch. U exBa CTHXJIO
BeceJbe OTTOrO, YTO OTBHKJIM OT TAKOH IPOCTOM BellH, KaK XJONaThb
B JIafOLIN, MOJIOAOI rosoc norpe6osan y Kosnakosa:

— Euwe, xoTh mTyKy!
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— A 6onbuie HETYy,— 4YyTh CHABIIMIHO OTO3BaJjcsa Konmakos.

— Hy, Torza mnosTOpsAii,— JOHECJIOCh HECTOBOPYMBO,— II0 BTOPOMY
kpyry: «Tyr 66l 3akypuTs GnI!»

— XBaTuTs.

— Bepu ero B okpy’keHue, pebsTa, He BHIycCKaii!

— Ho, Ho, HO! — npo3Byuan Gac AreeBa.— OH mnepei BaMH AyIIy
BBIJIOKMJI, & BHl €r0 3a 3TO — B OKPyXeHue!

CBesKeHBKHMIl COJIAAT, COBCEM IOHOIIA, BCKOYMJ M KPHKHYJI:

— YeMm BH OGulIIM KO TOr0o, RAK COYHHATH CTHXH?

— Crnpocu ay4mie, 4yeM He Oniy. IIaCTyXOM... Ky3HEIIOM... MEYHHKOM...
AaXe CANOMXHHMKOM... OCTaHOBKA HA NJIOTHHKe.

— Ilocne BOMHH He AyMaemb CMeHATH npodeccuio, Konnak?

— 3auem?

— 3a cruxu Goasme aawoT! OrpeGeurs!

— He ans Toro ux mUmMyTh,— OTO3Bajicsa KonmakoB u, cyTyJdacs,
3aTonas ¢ JyKalKu KyJa-To COBCEM IIpoYb, Ie CTOAJIA APyras majaTKa,
CIIPATABINMCH 3a KaMblmuoM. Tolias CIHHA ero CKOpo pacTBOPHJACH BO
ThMe.

AreeB nmogomren K Ace:

— Yero pasmaxanacs? He Bce ckazana?

— ¥ noata UMA NOJIKHO OBIThb... K&K KoJIoKoJ! A B GaTanboHe ero
3oByT Kosnak!

— Taxk sto nycraku. IlceBgouum Bo3sMeT. Kak koJsokou!

— IlankoBa! — genukKaTHO no3saj u3 ThMul MapacyJ.

— Ay!

— He aykaisca, a 6ern! ¥uso, noxaayiicra. Kanuran soser!

4

OHa BHIyTAJIaCh U3 MapJIM U B NTaJIaTKe OCTAHOBHUJIACH Yy CAMOTI0 BX0OJa,
Ha moJsmara c6oKy. 9T mojmiara B CTOPOHY aBTOMaTH4YeCKH CXeJaJa,
crapafch, KakKk Bceraga, He MemaTh Hukomy. Ho paxe Mapacyn He
Bo3Bpamaca. A Kom6aT cuzes Ha pacKJIaZHOM, BpoJe OBl U3 HerHyIerocs
6peseHTa TpodeiiHOM cTyJse, cnMHOH K Heil. OH TOJBKO YTO BHITEP
M CHOpATAN B AuU[MYEeK OGPHUTBY, K KOTOPO OTHOCHJICA C HEeXKXHOCTHIO,
U orjaAHyJjcd. Busn oH GiefeH, HeCMOTPA Ha JIAMIOYKY, aJjiasg TycToTa
KOTOPOIi JIeskaJia KaK 6Bl OTAEJIBHO OT ero mek. Moxker GHITH, ee OTIIyruBaJ
6poHe6OiHLINi 3amaX TPOMHOro oAeKoJioHa?

— ExaTe Hamo,— ckasaja Acs,— IIOKa He Mo3gHO. B rocnurainb.

— IIpuaymana! Kopoue: s He cammadn!

— A a ¥ TeMmepaTypy MepHJa.

— He Bpu,— ycTrano ormaxHyjacsa oH.— Jlo paccBera s mo xambe
na3ul, a nocjie APHX Bech AeHb. OHa mepusa! Koraa?

— Bul MeHs eme maMoit IMaseit HasmBanu. BoH u Tepmomerp.
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OH CcXBaTHUJ TPAjyCHHUK C TaGypeTKM M PHIBKOM CTPAXHYJI.

— JIBa roga s He Omiy B rocrnutane. He Mopous MHe ronosy!

— Kpuunure, TOUHO s BHHOBATA.

— A kro BuHoBaT? Jloximlit komap?

— JKusoii.

— Jlokaxy Tebe, 4TO 340pOB! — BeceJs0 CKa3aJ OH.

OHa moayMmasa: «Ceifuac BUenuTCs B IJIe4YH, KDyTaHeT H, KaK Bceraa,
BOnbeTcA B ry0hl, pacCTerHeT NMYroBKy Ha IHMHacTepkes. M ymepusace
JNafOWKOH# B ero HEOXBATHYIO FPYAb.

— Yro Takoe? — HEOXXHAAHHO MHUPHO CIIPOCHJI OH.

— XoTuTe yMepeTh CO MHOI Ha TomyaHe?

— Her, uro Takoe? Bn, Bri! Kpome Hac, HMKOro He BHXKYy. UTo
Takoe? — MoTelIayCA OH, U TOPAYHE TOJYKH €ro ALXaHUA obxaBaiu ee
JIHLO.

— Yxkymy! — npurpo3usia oHa.— Y MeHd, MeXAy INPOYHM, ITHCTO-
Jger!

— ¥x Tat!

— 3aKpHuy ceifyac,— AOrajajach OHa O TOM, YTO AeHCTBUTEJIHHO eMy
6BIJIO COBCEM HHM K 4YeMy.

U oH ToNKHYJ ee Ha Gpe3eHTOBHIH CTyJ, a caM, He YCTOSB Ha Horax,
Cc pa3dMaxy IUIIOXHYJICA Ha Kpail TomyaHa.

— JlagHo,— B Ge3HalexHOH ciaabocTH ckasas OH.

— §1 cama Bac oTBe3y, X0TUTe? — C HEOXKHUAAHHON JIACKON NMPEeAJIOKH-
na oHa.— Hepxenun depes ABe BepHeTeCh.

— A nnaBHM yXe GyayT mycrtuie!

— IlpaBaa?

— Iloka TOJBKO YYBCTBYIO.

— A-a-a... Ho BH 10 3TOr0 CBaJINTECh U He BCTaHeTe. 3HaeTe, YTO y Hac
TBOPHUTCH.

IInaBHM AoKaHHBaJH GaranboH. Horum y congaT mNOKpPHBAJHCH
HapblBAMH, canmora He HaTfAHelWIb. A HaTAHelIb — He 3aKpoellb 3THX
FHOMHHIX 6yrpoB. OHH BBHICKAKHBAJKM Ha GOKaX, MOJ MBIIKAMH, Ha IIee...
BoJBHBIX OTCIOZA OTNPABJISJIH He pexke, YeM DaHEHHIX.

— Ta1 MeHs cO BceMH He paBHAM, AceHbKa... Sl 6uICTpHI, faxe 6onelo
6uicTpo. 3aBTpa yke GyAy Ha Horax.

— XoTe nmiaayb, XOTh cMeiica! Y Hac ogHA coceiKa BO JABOpe Tak
rOBODPHJIA.

— Tge y Bac?

— B TaraHpore. Y MeHs M MaMa TaM.

— Kro xe yBe3 Te6s or maMmu? Xpa6Gpmii BouH?

— Her.

— A kak 6n110?

— H3 Hameit mKoas aHCaM6b Ha yOOpKy xJe6a oTnipaBuan. E3gunn
MBI C OXOTOii, NeJNH, TaHLeBalH.

— TIlonaTHoO.
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— Tem seToM, kKak pa3 B y6opKy, HeMUH noBajuiau Ha CranuHrpan.
B TaraHpor Mul yXe He BO3BPaTHJIUCH.

— Bab6ouku, 6e3 aAnIMa crnaJieHHBIe.

— XoTe niaayp, XoThb cMeiica!

— Ho Mm ¢ To6oit eure cnasuiem! TonbKO... TYT... MIACATL Herge.
TBepaoii 3eman Her! Kak BeliiieM Ha TBepAYIO 3eMJIIO, TAK U CPa3y... ITO
A Tebe obemaro, Acsa. IIninp BcTaHer. I AaBHO y» He BHAEN MNBIJIH.

— A Kounak ceiiuac 06 3TOM CTHXH 4YHMTaJ,— 3aJyMYMBO CKa3aja
Aca.— U HuM MOTMJ M HH cJiefia, OAHA BOJAa, OJHA BOAA...

— OTKyAa 3TO OH TaKHEe CTHXH BHIKOmasu?

— Cam coumHuJI. A moaMTPyK AreeB coGpas COJAAT MOCHYLIATH.

— PasnirpeiBaemis? Bee ¢ yma nocxoaunu! Ha yac 3abosers Henbas,
a Tl — yexaTb. HeT TyT MecTa ana cTuxos!

— A Kakoe MM MecTo HyxHo, Mapar? Hmukakoro, kpome cepaua.

— Xm!

— CrpaHHO BHAETh LpiraHa, He J00samero ctuxu. Ilpaso cioBo, Kak
roBopuT Konnmak. IipiraHe nmomoT. A rae mecHH, TaM CTHXH.

— 5 HBeIHYe Mo HauMOHaJbHOCTH KoMmbaT. IlonaTHo? Ha BoiiHe ozHO
roAUuTCA — CcTpeadaThb. IloHATHO? BoT M BCe CTHXHM. A MO3THIIKOB HAAO
AaBuTh. Kak Komapos.

— KW MHe moOHpaBHJIOCH.

— Torna u teba xaBuTh!— PomaHeHKo pa3Bes pykamu.— IloTomy
4TO CTHMXH, JI060Bb, BCce, YTO MellaeT BOiHe,— 3TO pa3BpaT, Aca. Yk
noBeps MHe! IloHATHO?

Jlerko emy xkuThb! Bce moHsTHo. U cpasy.

— A y MeHa — ypokail,— Ha3so eMy ckasaja Aca.— Ctuxu no
Aylle. A mepea 3TMM OJHH 4YeJIOBEK B JIIOOBH NMPH3HAJCH.

OHa noxBaJIMNIach TUXOHBKO U obomJiesa. A PoMaHeHKO BBINYCTHJI
NJIHHHYIO CTPYHKY BO3JyXa CKBO3b CTHMCHYTHIE TOJICTHIE T'yGhl, TOYHO
3acsucreJs. IIuaBku ero 6poBeit CIOJ3IHUCH.

— Paccrpenate AreeBa 3a BocnuTaHue JH4YHoro cocrasa! Kyana on
cMoTpUT?

A caM BrisaniBaJICA B ee JIMI[O — APYyroe, Hey3HaBaeMoe, H3MeHUBIIee-
ca. Ee riasa cMoTpesim Ha Hero B OTBET C IPEBOCXOACTBOM, H, Ge3 Toro
GonpuIve, OHU CTaJH elle 6oJbliIe OT IePEeNnoJHEHHOCTH CBETOM, OT KaKOro-
TO HEOrPAaHMYEHHOro MpocTopa B HHMX. MX 3aroniasjgo NOMHAOPHOE
CBEeYEeHHe JIAMIOYKM, IOX KOTOpoii Acsa cHAena, HO HeHCTpeOuMas
rony6u3Ha TpPOTraTeJbHO OXKMBLIMX IJa3 NMPOCTynaja AaXke CKBO3b Hero:
OHO OBINIO MOAAENKOM, CBEeYEHHEM OT AKKyMYJIATOpa, a U3 IJja3 ee CBeT
BBIPHIBAJICH, KaK AyX. Y 3TOT cBeT 06pucoBasa BAPYT BCe, HA YTO PaHbIIe He
XBaTaJI0 BHUMAHHUSA : TOHKHE HO3J DU MaJIEHBKOI'0 HOCa, BHITOYEHHbIE YIIKH,
ellle He 3HABLINE CePeXeK, MO3TOMY Ka3aBuIMecs 6e33allUTHO AETCKHUMH
B CBOeHl OrOJIEHHOCTH — JABYX-TPeX 3aKOJIOK XBATHUJIO HAa MaJbYMIIECKH
KopoTKue Bosiochl. Ha GecLiBeTHHIX, 6yATO 6Bl BRIIMHABIIUX IIeKaX yJer-
JUCh TATHBIWKHK pyMmsiHua. Hy, 3To y» OT JaMIOYKH, KOHEYHO...
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— A ecnu u a1 Teba mobaio?

OH onATh BCTAJ M NMPOTAHYJ K HeHd PYKH.

— He npukuasiBaiics.

— § Bcerna monuai, Acs, IOTOMY 4YTO... Iy4lie Moa4aTs. OTBooeMcs,
Torga u Oyaem JOOUTh, POXKATH AeTei...

— Y Tebs eCcTh ChIH.

— Tak moatomy...

— Iloatomy a TebGe, MoxkeT ObITh, 3aBuAYI0! — nepebuna Acs.

OH MeJAJIEHHO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO B3LOXHY/JI, CALACSH.

— Koummap, kakue y te6s 6oapuine raasa! Ilpiranckue, 1 Aymaio, 1o
BenuuuHe. Sl yX He NMOMHIo, MpaBja...

— A 4YTO THl NOMHHIUb M3 ILITAHCKOW JKHU3HHU? — CIpoCH]IAa OHA.

— Pa3Be kak KoJsieca CKpHMIAT. Y Ka’XXAO#i Tejlern — CBOM TroJoc.
B of6uieM, unIiTaHCKUH XOp Ha Jopore.

— MHe onHa upsiraHka rajgana: «Jlaii pyky, kpacaBunas.

— He omru6nacse.

— Hanpopouuna, 4to cyacrauBas Gyay.

— Toxe He cospaJsia. usa, mo6umal! Yero tebe eme?

— Tal gaxxe He cnpalIUBaellb, YTo A ycabimania... U or koro. ITouemy
ThHl He clpauIuBaells?

— ¥ MeH# C coijaTaMHM ¥ KOMaHAUPAMH YMCThIe OTHOIUEHHS.

— TonbKo MycTh BeAyT cebsa KaK MOJIOXKEHO?

— Xa-xa!

BoJstocsl mo 60KaM ero roJioBbl PaCKHHYJHMCh, KAK KPBIJIbSA KOPLIYyHA.
KpacHsble riasa BHIKATHIBAJIUCH M3-TIOA TOJICTHIX M YePHHIX GpoBeil.

— Ockop6uUTh LBIraHA — CMepTeJbHOEe Aeso,— 6JaroAyUIHO CKasaj
OH, M TYT Ha LIEJSCTOM CTOJIe 3a3yMMepHJI TesedOoH.

Panbiie yeM KoMOAT NOAHAJICA C TONYaHA, U3 KOPHUAOPA BRIHBIPHYJ H,
OLleHMBalollie IOBpallaB TroJIOBOM, BTHCHYJICA B INAaJaTKy elle OAMH
BEeJIMKOPOCJIBIH coIaaT, AeXyPHbIi cBA3ucT. Kak ero ToJibKoO BHIAEpPXKHUBa-
4 3pI6KHeE 3leUIHHe «CYLIKH», HHKOMY He BeioMO. MeX TeM CBA3HCT yXe
rapkaj B TpyOGky:

— A — ®Puanka! Caywmalo, Cupesb. Puanka cayuiaer!

Hapn 6eccMepTHOM, HUKOTZAa 3a BCIO MCTOPHMIO 3eMJIM He NMPOCHIXaBLIeH
rpA3bpI0 NOpXaJjii caMble IBeTyliMe No3biBHbhle. KoMbaT cTosan Ha Horax
U yXKe TAHYJ PYKy 3a Tpy6koi. CHpeHb — 3TO MOJIK.

— Caywalo. 3apaBcTByiite... Onobpsiere? Ects! Ha cTo npoueHTosB,
KOMaHAHUD y HUX AeNbHbli... fI ero eute Ha IIpoToke XoTen K opAeHy... Kak
yyBcTByIo ce6a? f Bcerga cebGs mpexkpacHo uyBcTByio. EcTeh! — emie pas
OTO3BaJICA OH, U AcCH MOHAJA, YTO OH FTOBOPHJI C «[IEPBBEIM», C KOMAHAUPOM
MoJIKa, W, CyAs MO erc NOAYEePKHYTOH MOoAOGPAHHOCTH, 1O YEKAHHOCTH
KPaTKHUX OTBETOB, O 4YeM-TO Ba’>XHOM, IIOTOM BepHYJ TPYOKY CBS3HMCTY
U TIOCTOAJ HEeBHAMALLE, Ia3a ObIJIH yKe rie-To B APYroM MecTe.

A Korga CBA3HCT, CIIPOCHB pa3pelIeHHus, yuies, PoMaHeHKO MOrpo3u
Ace maabuem:
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— Hu 6GoituaM, HH odwuiepaM, HH TreHepajaM, HM MAapIIaJaM...
KOpOo4Ye — HHUKOMY...

— Yro?
— Hu cinoBa 06 atom komape. Ctymait! — Y npuGaBui, Koraga oHa
6bly1a yke y Buxoma: — JleiiTeHaHnTa 30TOBa KO MHe!

— 3auem? — cnpocuna oHa, co6paB B nNanbLaxX INOBJIaXXHEBIIYIO
MapJiio NepBoil WITOPH B NPOTMBOKOMAPHMHOM KOPHIODe.

OH mocTas U3 ANIHKA CTOJIA CBOM NJIAHLIET, DACKUHYJI, OTKPHIB CXeMy
paiioHa, IPOTNSAALIBAIOLLYI0 {BETHEIMH JHHUAMHY, 3y61laMH, KPY>KOUKaMH
CKBO3b JKEJITYIO CJIIOAY, U BHINIPAMHJICAH.

— Paposoit Ilaukosa! Mens He cnpamuBawoT, 3aueM. JleliTeHaHTa...
ITocroii! 3To 3oToB? OH AaBHO Ha Teba nocmarpuBaer. Eute ¢ IIpoToku.
Bmo6uncsa, sHayur?

— Hy u uto?

— A MoxeT GbITh, M THI ero Jo6uIL?

— Hy u uTto?

— A # BoT ceiiuac ckaxXy 30ToBy npo Te6s!

— Hy u uro?

— Cioza ero!

— Ects!

EMy 6B CKJIOHHUTBCA K IJIAHIUETY, a Ijia3a Bce ellle CYPOBO CJeAHJIH 3a
Aceit, u el BApPYr crajJo aJKo KoMbaTa II0 CaMOMy IIPOCTOMY
1 6e3ominGoYHOMY NMoBoAYy: oH 6oneH. Ho aTo Guisia GecriosieaHas KaJjloCThb,
KOorja MoMo4b COBEepLIEeHNO He4YeM, IOTOMY YTO CAMYIO NOHATHYIO OMOIIb
OH BOCHPHMET KaK IMpeAaTeJlbCTBO, & OHA He MOIJIa HHKOrO NpeaaThb.
OctaBajioCh HaJeAThCS, 4YTO KoMbGaT caM oOToObeTcs OT MaJAPUH
M 3JIOBpeAHbIH KOMap KaK Obl OTJIETHT OT HEro XOTh Ha BpeMs. [lpyrue Boau
BCTyNaJIK B AeJo.

— MapacysnoB! — KpUKHYJ Kom6aT, HO He [JOXKIAJICA OTBeTa.—
¥Yeuaumes — npuwmau. Uau Her. AreeBa KO MHe, ceifyac xe.

— AreeB yXe 3JeChb,— NOCJBIIIAJICA M3 MEPKHYUIed B OTAAJIEHUH
rny6MHBI KOpHAOpa 3HAKOMBIH rosioc.— Yro 3a cpoyHoCTh?

— Caauchk, ckaxy,— npegnoxkusn PomaHeHKo, korza Acs ocTaBuja
MX, 1 HOBafA OXaNKa JATyIIeYbHX IoJIOCOB, KOTOPHIMH pa3opajiach HOYb,
3alIBBIPHYyJIach B mnajaTKy.— Hpaes Hama — mMoa u 30TOBa, BepHee,
30TOBa M MOS,— CO3/JaTh IJIAaBAKOUIYI0 MHHOMeTHyI0 6aTapeio — moj-
nepxana. UYTo 3To 3HAYUT?

— Bynem menaTh MuHOMeTHYIO 0aTapeio Ha MJIOTaX.

— He nonsan, Caus,— ¢ gocanoit ckazan komb6ar.— He ass Toro met
6ynem nesnaTth GaTapero, uTo6el npsaratbca. Her! Cpesnaem u cpasy —
B cepbe3Hblit 60it! Kopoue: cerogus cpenanu, a 3aBTpa...

— Hakxkoneu-ro!

— oumno! U 4yro6 HMKTO He NMPOHIOXAJ NPo Hamy GaTapelo 3apaHee,
4yT06, KAK 3TO rOBOPHUTCA, U KoMap Hoca He noarouuna! CobGupait conzar,
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CaHd, U MyCTh paclneBalOT MEeCHH, KAK OT Hedero JejaaTs, a Kosmak um
cTuxu uutaer. Ilycrs!

— 3psa cmeemibesa. OH, MO-MOeMy, CHJIBHBII MO3T.

— Bepro. Kopoue, co ctuxaMu sicHO. A BOT ceifyac nmpujeT 30TOB...
f o6euras emy, 4yTo B 6010 y Hero 6yaeT N0AKA AJIA MOABO3KH MHH K IIJIOTaM.
A noaku Het!

— Cuplmiaj B MOJUTOTAENEe Pa3roBop: JOAKUA NPUBE3YT YYyTh JIM He U3
Kpacnonapa! ITonpocu!

— He naayr Ham!

— TIlouemy?

— Ilotomy uTto u nnaBuu, CaHs, pasHele. EcThb Gosibline «CymIKu»,
noyTH 3emuada. C TponaMu, Mo4YTH AoporaMu. A ecTh oaHO 60J10TO. A ecTs
¥ Boja, 3To y Hac. KaMeimiu HeMel BBI)Ker, IOTONMUT Ha BOJAe, Kak
majbyuuieK. §I mpocus, a MHe TOBOPAT: Bhl YyXe TPH IJIOCKOZOHKH
norepsanu! BecriepcnekTuBHble Mbl. I3 niaBHeil Hac BHITAaCKHBATh 6yayT
nocne Bcex. Cuam u xAH, Kopodue. S eue mompoury, KOHEYHO, HO...

— Ha 6ora Hapgeiicsa, a caM He romain?

— TouHo. Pa6bunun 6611 mouM 6orom, Cansa! Umen zaganue — B3ATh
y HeMUa JIOAKY. Pa3niCKas J040YHYIO CTOSHKY B OOJIBLIOM JIMMaHe 3a UX
nam60ii, TaM eCTb 3aBOAb U TaM... A rae Pabuuun? B rocniurane! Manspus!

— Jloaka Gyger.

— Kro noBener pasBenuunko? KomaHaupoB B o6pe3s, H y KaXXA0ro ceoe
aeJio.

— EcTb oaun 6e3nenbHuk. .

— CaHus!

— Ha nonutpa6ory s mpuuien u3 pas3BeiKH...

— Caneuxka! Ho...

— Yro Tebe ceituac HyxkHeit Bcero? Jloaka. Kopoue, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH
aamb?

— 30TOB MoeAeT B CTAHULY 3a GpeBHAMH /s INJIOTOB Ha TPH JHA.
3HAa4YUT, BOT U Bech 3anac y pasBeadyukos. Ho Caus!

— He cnops.

PoMaHeHKO nMOMoOJIYaJ M BAPYT, WIMBITHYB HOCOM, NMOAHAJ TOJIOBY CO
CMELIUMHUCH [Ia3aMH.

— 3Haellub, KAK 3aKOHYHMM 3Ty KaMNaHHUIO, A Tebe 6ypKy nogapio. Mue
ToroGepuase obewa, Ho... EcTb ke Beab ellle y HaC rpy3MHnl B 6aTanboHe,
6yner u 6ypka. Buliinem Ha 3Ty kocy y YepHoro Mops, ee modeMy-To
Yymkoit BennuaioT... Tt Busen YepHoe mope?

— Her.

— Kpacusoe. 1 s nogapio tebe 6ypky!

— Jla 3ayemM oHa MHe?

— Kak 3auem? Coororpadupyemsca! U nomsemrs doro B Gypke
1 ky6aHke... Ectb KoMy mocnaTth?

— Jly4ule BBINIOJIHK OAHY MOIO NpPOCHOY.
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— Xortb gecars! Kopoue.

— OcraBb Acio. Y Hee MOABUJICH NapeHb.

PomaHeHKO 3afepraJj BepxHeil ry6oit, ¢ KOoTopoil yac Hasaj cOpui
HaMeTKy 4YepHBIX ycOB, AreeB ke He CIyCKaJl C Hero rias, Ho Tak U He
yCJaBIIIaJ B OTBET HU cJioBa. JleiiTeHaHT 30TOB, NOABUBILUMICA B KOPHAOPE,
CIIPOCHMJI M3-3a €ro CIIMHBI pa3pelIeHUs BOUTH.

— Ilomoxkautre Ha yaume! IloxkanyiicTa,— MOCHEIIHO MOMPOCHJI
AreeB.— §I mososy.

IIlaru 3o0ToBa, KOTOpBIE OHH MpO3€BajJu 3a pPa3roBOPOM, a Telepb
cayuIajs¥, NpomaJd B JAryuiaybeM Xope, M KombaT INpHUHsAJICA 3a
CaMOKDPYTKY, a 3aMIIOJIMT BIIOJITOJIOCA CKAa3aJi:

— Onu mMonoasle, Acsa 4 ToT napeHs. He To 4To Mel! 3TO HacToALLee...
MooxeT OhITb...

— JlaBait 3aHMMAaTbCs JAeJIoM! — paccep)XeHHO ImepeXBaTHJ KOM-
6aT.— A 3TO JHMuHOe!

— 3HavyuT, He Aesqo? BpemeHnn y Hac XBaTHUT, HOYb Brepean. Bl xe He
AyMaeTe TMoCHIJIATh Hac 6e3 mnpomeaseHuil.— B Takue MHUHYTH OH
nmepexoAUJI Ha «BhI», YTOOHI JepkaTh cebss B pyKax.

— 3oToBa mnomuio ceiiyac xe,— ckasaa PomaHeHko.— Hu cekyHAh!
He Tepds...

M Tak HacTOMYMBO Brisajejica B AreeBa, 4TO TOT Ao6aBHJI:

— He cipamuBaiiTe MeHs, YTO 3TO 3a MapeHb ¢ Aceii pAABIIIKOM CHAUT
¥ GouTcs ee 3a pyKy B3ATh. XOpOUIMii MapeHb, 8 KTO — A He CKaxy. [la aTo
¥ He MMeeT 3HaYeHHd.

— f ¥ He cnpalKBa,— MPOTOBOPHJ KOMOAT pPaBHOAYIIHBIM TOJIO-
coM.— ITo 30TOB.

— Hy u 3HaiiTe.— U AreeB To)ke MOTAHyJIcA 3a TabakoM.

Kom6aT HemoaaelbHO pacXxoXoTaJliCcs, MOKa Arees, MOBBLICHB I'oJioc, He
OCTAHOBMJI €ro:

— CosecTb-TO TBOA TAe?

— Hapgoen T MHe,— ropecTHo mnoxaJjuoBajcs PomaHeHKo.

— OcraBp Acio. ITorom Gyzneurs...

— BcnomuHaTh Te6s g06pom?

— 3auem MeHa? Cebs camoro. A y MeHs eige Bomnpoc. CKoJIbKO
pa3BeAYHUKOB INOLILJIEMb CO MHOA?

— XoTb Bech pa3BeiB3BOA!

— Jlaii MHe ABYX, MOHaJeXHee.

— He mano?

— Boabwmoii rpynmnoit B TakoM THIJNY AeiCTBOBaTh Tsaxesee. Tak koro
6paTh?

— IHpmkuHa. OH ¢ Pa6uHuHbiM  Tam O6blJ, NOMHHUT Jopory.
U Bropoit — MapacynoB. Heuero emy 3aecp TomuThcs. Kunstok us
yalHUKA IJIOTAeT OT TOCKH. Bce HeMellkHe MMHEI 3HAET, KaK Halll¥ XOAHKH.
C mo6uIM CIOPNPU3OM CIIpaBUTCH, cAesaeT npoxoh. IleimkuH U Mapacy-
JIOB. OTH He OCTaBAT.
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— PaspemuTe uaTH, ToBapull KanuTaH?

— Cnymai, He aBM Thl MHe Ha NMCUXHUKY!

— Bea 3agHeil MBICAHM CHpPOCHJ, KAaK CHpPOCHJ Onl Teba PaGunuw.

PomaHeHKo To)Ke BCTajJ, ¥ BAPYr OHM OGHAJIUCH, A0 6OJH NpHU-
THCHYBIIMCh TIPYABIO K TPyAHM, He4YasHHO CIUENHBIUHCh PEMHSAMHM OT
NnopTyIied, U MOXJONaJH APYr APyra mo mjedyaM. 3aBTpa pa3BeArpynna
OyneTr yXoauMTL NpH APYrHX KOMAaHAMPAX M COJJAATaX, He OYeHbL-TO
Nnoo6HUMaelbCH...

HazaBTpa, K Beuepy, NpPOBOXXas pa3BeJuMKoB, POMaHEHKO BApyr
cliepHyJ ¢ AreeBa KOCMaTyIo Ky6aHKY M HaIBUHYJI Ha Hero CBOIO MMHUJIOTKY,
3aMeTHO BeJIMKoBaTyio. Hwudero, 3akpoer ymud OT KOMapoB, a AasA
MaCKHPOBKH yxobGHee.

CyTKHM NpPOTAHYJIHCH, BUENHUBLUINCh KOTTAMH B Cep/lie U He OTIYCKas.
MapaTt He cxoaun ¢ AaM06bl, Ka)XAyl0 MHMHYTY TrOTOBBIi NOAAEpPXKAaTh
pa3BeaYnKoB orHeM. CaM cJiymas ¥ APYrUX, He CTECHAACH, CIIPALIMBAJ:
HUYero He CJABIIHO? MeHsAs AeXyPHBIX, GYKBAJIbHO HM Ha MUHYTY He
ocTaBasaa nyyaeMeTnl 6e3 crpensomux. Ho ¢cTpensiommne» He cTpeasasu.

Cpeny HOBOIf HOYH, ITOCJIe JIYHBI, KOT/Ja OHA 3aKaTHUJIach 3a KaMBIlI, I'Ae-
TO AaJieKo, 3a BpaKeckoil AaM0oif, mpocTty4yaaum odepeiu. BuicTpeie
u kKopoTkue. Ha Haleii naMGe Bce AeXypHBIe MUI'OM NPHUroToBUIAXCHL. Ho
TaM, B AaJIeKO# IlepecTpeJiKe, HACTYNHUJ HeCKOHYaeMulii nepepuiB. Her, He
0O4YeHb-TO HeCKOHYaeMhlii... BoT ouepenn emie kopoue u nocnemrxei. ITorom
3aJIaMJI TAMXKeJIbl# MyJieMeT, JOJIr0 KOJIOTHJ B HOYb.

o paccBera HamnpsXeHHO BCMATPHBAJHKCh BAaJIb, CJIOBHO NBITA’CH
ria3aMu npobGypaBuTh 60OJIOTHYI0O ThbMHMILY. MapaT 3HaJ, 4TO, 3aXBaTHB
NoAKYy (ecqm yaanocs!), pa3BeaAYUKH, YTo6bI OOMaHYTh HEMIA, MOTJIH ellle
ray6xe y#TH B €ro ThiJ, CKPHITBCH, TaM XBATaJIO AJA 3TOT0 NPOTOK,
3apOCIIMX, BpOJe HEXOXKeHBIX TPON, M 3aBoJAell C KaMbllIaMH. AreeB
CKa3aJi: CXOPOHHMCS Ha CYTKH, eCTh Tie.

U eue Houb. Kakas Tuxas u GeckoHeuyHas:, ¢ yma coiTu! OxxuaaHue
npeccoBaJjioCh, KaK B3phIBYaTKa B MuHe. 1 JIMIIb Ha 30pbKe, HA MOKpOW,
CMepAHOH, HO BCe YKe 30PbKe, KOCHYBIUeHCS PO30BEIM CBETOM TyMaHa Haj
BOJOi, MO HEMY YAapHJIH KMHKAJIbl NyJIeMeTOB H aBTOMATOB, 6e3Hae)XKHO
NMBITAACh BCIIOPOTh TYMaHHOE OAEsJI0O HaJ pa3JIMBOM.

B yx0 3aHecJ10 ¥ OCTABUJIO B HEM PACTYLIHH CTPEKOT JIOAOYHOI'O MOTOpA.
AreeB uzaer! Motopky B3anu! MU cepaue 3akosorusnock vaie. Obeurad,
6yaeT IOAKA, U ellle He BUAHO, a yKe CALIIIHO: uaeT. K nysleMeTHOMY Orsio
HeMel npu6aBuy MUHBI. U Bce Tyaa *Xe — Mo JIOAKe.

U3 uenrpa u ¢ ¢naHros Hameir AamMObl, NPUKPHIBAsg HEBUAMMBIX
pPa3BeAYHUKOB M OTBJIeKas Ha ceba Bpa’keCcKHUil OroHb, BOBCIO 3apaboraim
nyjseMeTbl. MUHOMETYHKH TOXe yXKe 0OCTpesJMBajM CBOMX NPOTHBHHMKOB
¥ pa3feJMIM UX: Bpa’KeCKHe MHHBI NOJIeTeJIM ¥ B Pa3jIMB U HaJ Haluei
naM60ii, B ri1y6b KaMblleil, a HAILIK MUHBI BAPYT TPEBOXKHO 060pBaIu CBOM
Tpeneiwyumii kiaekor. Her, BOoT oH, BOT oHH! MeHAJH NO3HLHUIO, 3HAYHUT.
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30TOB MOHazeNa] MHOMECTBO NMO3UIHI, 4TO6GH MyTaTh Hemua. la TyT
AOJITO C OAHON M He MOCTpeJisellb, OCAAET, 3araoTuT. Komanaup mepsoro
B3BOJa, KOTOPOrO OH OCTaBHJI HA 3TH AHHU 3a cebdA, CTpPeJssJ yBepeHHO
M PacTOpPONHO, a BeAb OBIJI YK COBCEM MaJbYHLIKONH C BHAY, IIYIJIRIM
4 MHUCKJIABBIM, NMPAMO C ILIMIAYBUM rojiocoM. Bce oHHM, 3TH MoJioAbIe
MHMHOMETYHKH, NMOCTENEHHO 3aMEHHUBILIHE «CTAPHKOB», OBLIJIM MOXOXKH Ha
MaJIbYHUIIeK. A JeJsI0 3HaJH...

Korna Hamu MHHOMETHI CHOBA 3aMOJIKJIH, «Iepenoj3ads Ha ApPYyTHe
«CYILIKH», U3 TyMaHa Noka3saJjiach Joaka. Oana. Yto 3a uepr! B Heit He
651710 BUAHO HU QUTYDHI, HU rosoBel. OHa NpuMGIHIKANACh, BRIGHPAACH U3
GesbIX 0671aKOB, 3aCBeYEHHBIX 3apeif.

Hamu MHHOMeTHI BHOBb OXXHJIM, CO3JaBas OTHeBYIO 3aBecy, u Mapar
YMOJIAJ TOAKY NPpHOaBUTh CKOPOCTH, HO OHA LI1JIa BCe TaK Ke POBHO, U TaK
JKe POBHO TpelllaJl ee MOTOpP, KaK OyATo HUYero ee He KacaJyock. OHa mia,
Kak mycrasi, cama no cebe.

EnBa oHa, He c6aBiAs XoAy, BOH3WJach B Hamy pam6y u MoTop
3a6ypJyinJ, nMpeBpaTHB TOJbKO YTO THXYIO BOAY B IIeHy, a NeHy CMellaB
¢ TymMaHoOM, Mapar, He nepBhulii pa3 3a6uIB 06 OTACHOCTH, IPBLITHYJI B JIOAKY.
Cnasa Gory, ckasana 661 mama l'ans, no6erasn Ha MoTopkax no JHenpy, 6e3
TPyAa CNpPaBUJICA C MOABECHHIM MOTOPOM Ha 3TOM KeJe3HOH NMOoCyAHHKe,
aKKypaTHO, KaKk Ha napaj, IMOKPHITOi 3eJIeHOil KPaCKoif, H CONPOBOXKJae-
MBI KapyceJanlo NyJb, 3aBes ee 3a AaMOy.

B noake Ha cnuHe, HoraMu Bmepej, Jexkan IInmkuH. Ero kpyrnas
meka 6bpiy1a rIy60KO paccedyeHa NMPOJIETEBIIMM OCKOJIKOM MHMHBI, KOTOPHIH
npobun oauMH Gopr M ynaa y apyroro. B aByx Mecrax rumHacTepka
HAMOKJIA OT KpOBH. IIMIIKMH 4yTh ABILIA...

Boendenpauep, npuGexxkaBUInii cO CBOeil YKJIAaAKONH B JAepeBAHHOM
yeMofaH4YMKe, chenan I[IHIIKMHY ABa yKoJia, BhIpe3aJ] KyCKH TMMHa-
CTepKH, BhITEp KPOBb, CTAJ IeApO Ma3aTh iofxoM M 6uHTOBaTh. KombaT
IIPOCHJI, & TIOTOM M KpHYaJl, YTo6sl pa3BeJUHKY BepHYJIM CO3HaHHe, XOTh Ha
MHT, AJd oTBeTa: rae Arees?

BoeHndenpauiep NpUMHHA CBOHM HeJell0 TOMOPIMBLIMECS YChI K IIe-
KaM, GyATO BHITHPAJ O HMX KpOBaBble NMaJbI[hl.

— Ero Hago B mezcanb6ar. CpouHo.

Kom6aT nnakan. Ilo3dxke emy cka3aym, 6yATo U3 ero ria3 HeMPUBBIYHO
MOKATHJIMUCH CJIe3bl. A CaMOMY IIOMHMJIOCH, YTO KpHYaJ:

— Ho a gonxen y3nats npo Areesa! U Mapacyna! I'ne oun? 3droro
HHKTO He CKaxXeT, kpome IlnmkuHa!

U Bapyr o6a yBuzaenn, 4yro IIHIIKUH OTKPHIJ CBOM KYKOJIbHBIE Ijasa,
fICHBIE, KAK y TMPOCHYyBIIerocs peGeHka.

— Moewb roBopuTh? — CIPOCHI KoMbar.

IuWKHH J0Ar0 HaGupas BO3AYX MaJIeHbKHMH HO3JPAMH KYPHOCOro
Hoca, a BHIJOXHYJ Bpasd, 6yATo ckasaj: ja.

— Tae Arees? Y6ur? Tm cam Bugen?
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IIBIIKKUH ONATH B3AOXHYJI U 3aBO3HJICA, ILITASICh IPHUINIOAHATD OCTATKH
ruMHacTepku. BoeHdenbaumiep momor paHeHoMy, M Torza oba yBUAeETH
MHUJIOTKY, MOJY3aTKHYTYIO B ITaHEl. Mapar cpasy y3Han ee. 9To Gblia ero
nunorka. Ta, 4To B mocJieAHHEe MUHYTH X OOlLIleHHA OH HaABHUHYJ Ha CaHio
AreeBa B3amMeH kyGaHku. OHa, 3HA4YUT, ocTajlach Ha BoJe, U IIBIIIKUH
mogo6pas ee. OH B3I U IOMSAJ ee B PyKaX...

— ToBopusn uyro-unbyar Arees? Hy, scnomuu!

IInILIKHH ONATH MeAJIEHHO HabpaJ B ce6s BO3AyX M, npeBo3Moras 60Jb
B llleKe, IpOGOPMOTAJ CTPaHHBIe areeBCKHe CJIOBA:

— Kaxkaa kpacoruua... JKUTh Henb3sd, a M1060BaThCA €CTh YeM...

PomaHeHKO yuies ¢ MHJIOTKOM B pykax. ['ie-To ocTaHOBUJICA U CAABUI
3y6Bl TakK, YTO B ylIaxX 3aHBIJIO. BepHyscsa 4yTh Ju He 6eroM M CIIPOCHJI
densamepa:

— Koro nousere conpoBokaaTh paHeHOro?

— Canurapa Manaxosa.

— Her. ITomaure ITankosy.

— JHopora rakas... He cnipaBuTcs.

— O=Ha? 3aroroBbTe TpeGOBaHHe, INYCThb IOJYYHUT IePeBA3OYHEIE
cpeactBa. Ha 3To eit npu6aBbTe BpeMsi. A BepHETCSH C MUHOMETYHKaAMH...
IlousaTHO?

ITox ero cBupensiM ria3oM BoeHpesbAuwep OGoJiblle He peLIMICA
BO3pAaXKaThb.

Ilaras k mTaby, komM6aT CHOBA OCTAHOBHMJICA IO KOJIEHO B TIDSA3H,
pa3rpeb KaMbIlUI ¥ HEBOJIbHO moaymaJsi: «['ae TyT kpacoruma? Kakas? Yem
nmo6osarbca? » Huuero, KpoMe rHeBa, He BHI3BIBAJIO 3TO rubJjioe MECTO B ero
u3HypuBueMcs cepiue. CKkBo3b KaMbBIII MMMO npobexxana Acs. OcTaHo-
BuTh ee? Her. ITosdguo. Bor u Her Acu... C KeM ke OH ocrajca?

U coBceM HeyassHHO M3 KAKHUX-TO riayOuH npuuies o6JuK MaJIeHbKOro
yesoBeyka. Ero ceiHa. <«Ilociyie BOiHBI NMpuBe3y MaJIbYHIIKY B IJIABHH.
BaBoeM mnoamibiBeM Ha JIOAKE K KaKOM-HUOYAb «CyLIKes, MOXOAUM
¥ HalJeM cTapble T'HJb3Bl...»

5

BoeHdenpauep oTnycTua ycnl, 4To6sl 3aMMeTh XOTh YTO-TO OT GpaBoit
BOEHHOH cTaTH. BhIpociauM ycel cCTpamiHble, C ABYMSA HENOCJYHIHBIMH
NMyYKaMH Ha AJHHHBIX KOHIaX. BoJblile BCero oHM MOXOAUIH Ha YEepPHBIE
BEeHUKH, COMKHYThle PYYKaMH II0J BHCJBIM HOCOM.

O6BsicHUB Ace, B 4eM Jeslo, «BeHuk» — Takas yx Gblna y denbaumepa
KJIHYKA — NMpeAyNnpeAus, 4YTO pPaHeHHIH OYeHb IIJIOX, HO HHYEro He
nogenaews. I[Ipukasd kom6aTa. ABoch! BepHyThcss Ace ¢ MUHOMETYMKaMHU.

— Tae a ux Haiay?

— Komb6ar ckasayi: JBOp CJIeNIOr0o CTapHKa.
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Beigupas HOTH U3 Ips3u, KaK 6yATO B Heill JIe3KaJl Criel(HaIbHEIH MATHUT
AJIA MOAMETOK, Acs yKe Ha IePBOM KHJIOMeTpe Aorajfajach, YTO IOCIAJ ee
B CTaHUIly, K 30TOBy, He KoMb6aT, a AreeB. ITO NOCJEAHHII ero NMpHKa3
B XH3HH. EMy MepelIHJIOCh YTO-TO XOpolllee, Yero He MOXKeT OBITh...

OHa BcCe CKaXXeT 3TOMY CBHXHYBUIeMycCH JieiiTeHaHTy. [[Jd 3TOro oHa
M BCTPETHTCH C HUM Ha KOPOTKoe BpeMa... Ha 3eMiie BpeMsi cypoBoe, ¥ OHa
He B CHJIaX 3TOT0 MU3MEHHTb.

Koraa oHa HezaBHO Hayajla paccKa3miBaThb PoMaHeHKOo, Kak momnaja
B apMHIO, OH, He JociaywaB, cka3day: «IIoHATHO». A He Tak Bce OnljIO
nmpocTo, 4To6nl cpady moHaATh. OHA M caMa He IIOHMMaJa, YTO M KakK
CJIYyYHUITIOCh B TO JIETO.

IIeinp, ¢ yTpa MogHMMaeMasi OTXOAMBIUIMMH BOMCKaMH, He ycleBaJja
0CecTh Ha 3eMJII0, KaK ee B3BBUXPHMBAJIM KoJleca H OHa CHOBa B3JjeTaja. Bce,
KOr'Za-To 3eJIeHoe, KaK JIUCT Ha JepeBe, CBeTI0-60pA0BOe, KaK Yepenulia Ha
KpHLIAX, rony6oe, kak He60 HIIM TUXUIL IPY A, KeJITOe H APKOe, KaK COJIHIle
MM MIIEHHIa, CTAHOBUJIOCH OJHOLBETHBHIM OT ILIJIH.

Acsa Buaesna, Kak U3 OJHON MAaIUMHBI HANPaBO M HaJleBo cOpacmiBagIu
ALIMKHA CO CHapAAaMu, 4ToOsl y6aBUTH Ipy3 M YKaTUTh ObicTpeii. Boel, eaBa
YBEpPHYBIIHIACA OT SILIWKA, TOCMOTPEB HA JJIMHHBIE M TOHKHE CHApPALHI,
NPUAABUBIIME NEIJIbHYIO MIIEHHUIY M OCTABLIMECH B Heil, cKasa:

— 3eHHUTHBIE.

Bupena, kak cuaesu Ha o6ounHe Apyroii 6oel U reHepaj ¢ HeGPUTHIMH
mexkamMu. Boel 6e3MOJIBHO IPhI3 COJIOMHHKY, a reHepaJl 6e3MOJIBHO AeJIHJICH
C HHM NanupocaMu.

Pa3roHas HoYH, TAe-TO BIOJHe6a MOJBIXaJH KeJIe3HOAOPOXKHEIE
CTaHUMH, AepPeBAHHBIE CKIAAbl, 3a0UThie TPYy3aMH, HYKHBIMHU AJI BOWHEI,
3JIeBATOPH CO CBEXXHM 3eDHOM, TOBapHbIe BATlOHKI U I[MCTEPHBLI HA MYTHAX.
BoT Tak u GBlJIO: AHEM BOKDPYr TEMHEJIO OT ILIJIH, & HOYBLIO CBETJENIO OT
MOHATHBIX M HENOHATHHIX OrHeM.

HNx aHcaM6ap Abian TOM Ke ropAYeill MNeIJIBIO, YTO M BOMCKa,
M yZaJsjica OT POAHOro ropoja Io TOM YKe Aopore, ¥ MHOTHe BOKPYT HHUX
NpY OCTAHOBKAX y PAa3JIOMHUBIUMXCHA, He BBIAEPIKABIIMX HEOXKHUAAHHOMU
HOIUM BOMHBI MOCTHKOB YIAMBJISJIMCh, 4YTO 3TO 3a Barara JeBYyar
M [apeHbLKOB lIaraer, NJETEeTCHA, TAUIMUTCA C aKKOPAEOHOM, THTapaMH,
MaHJOJMHAMH ¥ JAake HeGonbpmum GapabGanom. Kyna? Hukyna. Ux
KOPMHMJIM KallaMM M3 apMeHCKHX KOHILEHTPaToB, peXXe 3BaJli Ha
rpy30BMKH — TOJIBKO J€BOYeK, a ¥ TO He BCeX, a 10 OAHOM, CKOJIBKO MOTJIH
BTHCHYTh. HO OHM NOKJIAJIMCH He PacCTaBaThCA — OT APYXKOBI MM OT
cTpaxa, He CKa3aTb. 1 TO U TO CONMPOBOXKAAJIO HX BCIO AOPOry.

HHorzxa uxX MPOCHJIM NMOKUTPATh U cneThb. I OHM MeJsH, ¥ UTrpaId Ha CBOUX
NBIJIBHEIX FHTapax, ¥ Ouiau B cBoil 6apabaH, U3 KOTOPOro IPH KaXJOM
yAape HEMCTOULMMO BhIJieTajla NblJIb.

HX 3aXBaTHJ NOTOK, ABHK Yyl Hiica k KaBkady. HauuHanuchk npocTopsl,
6yaTo OBl BhIMeTeHHBIe BeTPaMM, Kak Heb6o, Ka3aBIIMECS UM He TOJBKO
AAaJIeKHMH, HO M NMYCTBIMH, M TOrJa CTPaxX H YCTaJIOCTh PACMOSACAJIMUCH,
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TOYHO KAAJIM 3TOM MHHYTHI, a MOXeT ObITh, yOHIICTBeHHassi pa3yMHOCTh
noGeAnsia ¥ NpHLIeS AeHb PA3JIYKH AJIA IIKOJBHBIX Apy3eif, KOTOPDHIM He
XBaTHUJIO ABYX MecsleB, YTOOH OKOHYMTHL JecATnlit. CHayasa, mocoBe-
HIaBIIUCH, MaJbYMKHU 00 BLABUIIH, YTO YXOAAT B apMuio. ['1e-To oHH ceityac?
A neByaT pa3o0paJ KTO CMOI': aBHAaTOPHI, IITAGHUKH, TOJTYyTOPKA KaKOK-TO
peAaKIuH, OT Neperpy3a XpoMaBuiasi Ha Bce YeThIpe KoJieca, FOCIIUTAJb.

Eme usganu KaBkas cpeau Jsera 3abesnes BepLIMHaMH, KOTOpHIe,
npubaukaach, Tepaau O0JiecK, 3aTo U3 3TOro 6Jyecka Bce pe3de BHICTYNAJH
ouepranusa. Orcran Ilaruropck, rae reHsanbHoro oHomy JlepMoHTOBa
yO6UI HUYTOXHBIN MapThIHOB, M He ycliela MaMATh nepeGpaTh CTPOKH H3
«Murnipus, kKak yxke 3arpemen Tepek, CTPEeMHMBUIHIICS yTaUIMTh B Mope
KaMHHM, BUENUBINIHECH B €ro AHO.

HayanbHUK rocnuTajs, B KOTOPOM O4YyTHIach Acs, GblJI BeJIMYaBHIM,
KaK KaBKa3CKadA ropa co CHeXXHoM rosoBoii. CHayaja MoAyMaJioCh, KaK e
TaKOro CTapla, XoTh ¥ GoraTelpcKoro BujAa, NIpu3Baid Ha BOWHY, a TOTOM
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO eMy BCEro COPoK, u 3To 6yATOo HeMHoro. B ToT Beuep, Korza
HayaJbHUK BhI3BaJ Acio K cebe B KOMHaTy, Ite >KHJI, OH paccrpaurusaa
0 MHOI'OM, & OTBeYaJs Ha ee poGKHe BOIPOCHI BCEro KAKHUM-HUOGYAb OXHHUM
cnoBoM: «O6yuum», «OneHem», «Jlagums». YXoaAa H3 3TOH KOMHATHI
ObIBLIEH GOJIBHMILI Ha 3eMJie OCEeTHHCKOM, OH 3a4eM-TO Imoajes Acio moj
HOC rpy6bIM M MOry4YyMM IIaJjiblieM, KaK AeJaloT, Koraa noabaapuBaioT
MajeHbKMX. U Beses pasjzeBaThCcs M JIOKHUThCcA. Yaca MoOJTOpa OHa
npocHAesia, KaK NoiMaHHAaA, B 3TOM KOMHaTe. BcnoMuHaTh 06 3TOM ceiiyac
6HJIO CTpallHee, YeM CHIAETh H KJAaThb Torjaa. Hu O 4YeM OHa He AyMaJia,
TOJIBKO F'OPBKO U I'PYCTHO, KakK 6bl Npoulasch, BocKpeiraa csoit Taraupor,
MecoK Ha IPHUMOPCKOM Oepery, OCeHHHe KYIaHHA, 3a KOTOpHle Bcerja
BJIETAJIO OT MAMEL...

K u3Hp Hakanausasa norepu. CHayasa OTOPBAJIO OT AOMA, NMOTOM OT
IIKOJILHRIX TOBapHilei, OHAa A0 cMepTH 6osjach MNOTEPATH KpPHILIY,
NPUIOTUBLIYIO ee. Boanack ofMHOUYeCcTBa, KAK LIeHOK Ha aoxzae. Ceituac,
BCIIOMHHAs, IOHUMAaJIa, YTO TOrJa CMaJOAYIUIHNYAJA, HO TOTAa He AyMaJa,
YTO HACTYNHT 3TO ceifyac. M 3HaTh He 3HAJa, YTO Ife-TO Ha 3eMJIe XKHBET
NedTeHaHT 30TOB...

BepHyBIIMCH, HAYAJILHHUK TFOCIUTAJSA CIHPOCHI:

— Ewe cuaumes? — ¥ norJagusa ee 1o rojose.

OHa CTAHYJIa U NMOBEeCHJIa Ha CTYJ I060YKY...

Cpeau HOYM OH MHOT'O KYPHJI, 4 y Hee MOKpeJIH Ijia3a, H OH OTMaxXHuBaJ
oT Hee AbIM. IIOTOM KPYTO MOBEPHYJICA K CT€He H yCHYJI, & OHA elle AO0JTro
NMPOMOKaJIa rja3a yrjoM NPOCTHIHH, ALIIA KAK MOXKHO THIIe, YTOOKI He
pa3byAuTh MOXpanbIBaloLIero coceaa.

ITocnie HeCKOJIBKUX MecsleB INepecTaBuIeil GbHITH CTPALIHOM, & TOJIBKO
TPYAHOMH XXKU3HM, KOTAA UM 06e3 OCTAHOBOK NMPHUBO3UJIM PAHEHBIX M3 JOJHH
cpaKeHMii, B HOBOIOAHIOIO HOYb BCJeJ 34 BONCKaAMH, IepelleAlINMH
B HACTyIJIeHHe, TOCIIUTAIb PBAHYJICA BIepel, CTapasiCh He OTCTaThb. B ee
najaTty C JJeFKMM paHeHHeM IonaJ OAMH TabHUK, HY, OLIBAIOT XKe TaKue,
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Bechb A006pBIi, m0OpeIe Tria3a, Aob6poe JUIO, OHa He BbiJepkKaJa,
3aroBopuJia, H OH MOHAJ BCe-BCe, XOTA OHA, KajXKeTcA, U He HaMeKaJla Ha
cBoM ropectd. Xouy, JeCKaTh, B JEHACTBYIOILYIO 4acTh, 4TO06 BOHA — Tak
BoOiiHa... OH moo6elan ycrpouTs nepeson. e 3To 6ul10?

Ee BcTpaxHys I'eoprueBck, MpU3eMHUCTHI FOPOJOK, NOKa3aBUIMICA el
6oblIe AepPeBAHHBIM, YeM KaMEeHHBIM. ['MTiepoBubl HaGuiu ApoBsHbIe
capad ropoaka GyThIJISMH, 3TUKETKHM Ha KOTOPBIX YyKpaluaJjia THmnorpad-
CcKafA cTpoka no-pyccku: «Cnupr». Jlloau caMu MUJIM U yrouiajiy BOWHOB-
ocBoGoauTE e, BECEJMINCH, 4 4Yepe3 JBa-TPH AHA COTHHU HEKpAaUIeHBIX
rpo6oB ABHHYJHCH K KIaA6Guimy IeoprueBcka Ha rpy3oBHKaXx, 3aTPSCIHUCH
Ha MOABOJAX, 3aKAYaJUCh Ha PyKaX. CiupT GBI METUJIOBHIH, A PEBECHBII,
He CIHUPT, a A4, O YeM YyMOJIYaJH 3TUKETKH.

ITon AHBAPCKHUM CHEroM, HEryCTHIM B 3JCLIHUX KpasX, Y TFOCIHUTaNs
TMOYTH Ha OLYNb BRITAHYJIAChH O4epeAb JIOJei, TepAaBIIUX riaa3a. U Bce or
TOrO e 3eJbs, BHIIHTOrO HA pagocTAX. UYTo OHa BAPYr MNOHsAJA,
CTONKHYBIUKCH ¢ HUMH? UTO HeNb3:A ONMyCKATh PyKH B KaKoil yroaHo 6ene?
YTo ecqH MOXKellb MOMOraTh APYTUM, U cebe nomoru? Yro ecau norubarth,
TaK y» TaM, riae ybusaoTr He 3psi? A MoOXKeT, HUYEro OTYETIHUBOrO M He
6blJI0, & BOT OYHYJAach — H BCe, MOTOMY 4YTO YAAphl JIIOACKOTrO rops
HenpeMeHHO G6yasaT apyrux? U nob6pwlit muTaGHUK He 3a6bly O Hei.

HpOBO?Kaﬂ, HadYaJbHHK TOCIIMTaJIA NOoNpaBHJI CBOIO CeAyH TyuUly Ha
rojioBe U HErpOMKO CKa3aJ:

— Hy, He momuHai auxoMm... Xora kyaa Tebe or aToro merbca?

B BeceHHHUX pa3nuBax rpasu 3a KpacHogapom Acsa oTeickasa 6aTajiboH
M JO0JIOXKHJIAa O NMPUOGKITHUM.

— W3 THIIMHEI FOCIIMTANA Ha MepedHui Kpai? Ox, kakasa auxas! 3To
MHe no aAyuie! — mpuBeTCTBOBaJ ee KoMmbar.

Tak oHa ¥ momaja U3 OrHA A& B IMOJBIMS.

Ona Bce ckaxker 3oroBy cama. C n060Bbi0 Hafo OBITH YHCTOM.
U npoctu-npouiai, 3Ta n0060Bb, KOTOPOHi OHAa He NpOCHJA U He XKAaja.

Ilo KpYIIHOM «CYUIKH», FJe pa3dMecTuicsa urab moJjka, mojocKa KOporu
B KaMblIaXx Oblyla cMech0 BoAbl M rpsa3u. Ilo aToit moJsiocke, uMokas
canoraMi, ABa coJjaTa TallMJH HOCHJKH C IIRIIIKUHBEIM, & TOT He
OTKPBIBAJ a3, CHOBA HANnpo4b Obly1 6e3 CO3HaHMUA, HO ABIIIAad. Acd 4acTo
nposepsJia 3TO, LOTOHAS HOCHUJIKH, BhiTHpasa IIUKUHY 7106 U MAYHUKH
no6JieAHEBUIMX LIEK, U3 KOTOPRIX OJHa Gbljla KPOBaBO paccedyeHa JodYepHa.
OaHaXAabl oHa caenaia [IBIUKUHY yKON KodenuHa, Kak Besesl BoeHPeaba-
1Iep, Korja rnokasaJjioch, YTO CepAlie Y PaHEHOro NpomnaJso, He BbIHeCS 3TOH
JOpOTH, MO0 KOTOPOH Aake KYXHH Clofa He Hoe3XaJlH.

Ilonayany, eume BeCcHOi, TpU XpabpbIX Ipy30BHKa, CINYTaB IJaBHH
C pacnyTHle#, CIOBHO Obhl 3a’KMYPHUBILIMCh, PUHYJMCH BIiepes Hampomna-
Ny10, HO MNpPEeBPaTUJIMCh, W TO HEHAaJOJIro, JHUIIb B IUJIOWIAAKHA AJNA
nepeAbIIKH, TJe MOXHO ObIJIO MOCHAETh MOAHOCYMKAM, B3BAJIMBIINM Ha
cBoM rop6ul 6oesamac u TepMochl ¢ enoil. Kakoe-Te BpeMs MoTopyaiu Moj
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COJIHIIEM TPH KY30Ba C OTKMHYTBIMM 6G0pTaMH, ONYCTHBUIKCL B TONb Kak
pa3 HaCTOJIbKO, UTO 3aJIe3aTh He HaJ0, IPOCTO NPUCAKHUBANCA U KYPH, HO
nocje NepBoro e MaMCKOro JMBHA U3 JUKHUX, PhHIYALIUX Ty4Y He CTaJo
BMAHO HHM KY30BOB, HU JaXe KpBII OT KabuH. U MOZHOCYHMKH ecau
4 YCTPauBaJlH KOPOTKHME IIePEeKYyphl, TO yXXe Ha Horax.

IBa conmara Hecau IInlIKMHA, He OTABIXAad.

B paiioHe MOJIKOBOro MeANnyHKTa Acio »*kaaJjia noasosaa. Cranu 6eicTpee
OTCTaBaTh He TOJIbKO THUJIble MCIIapeHHMs, B KOTOPbIX Tasfja 3eMJisd, HO
JaXke M KOMaphl, Pa3/IMYUMBIe Telepb NMOOAHHOYKe. A Beib TaM OHHM
OTOBCIOAY CHINIAJIUCH Ha TeGsaA KpPymoil, Kak MaHHa HebecHas! Ha BeTpy, He
NPOLE’KeHHOM KaMBILIaMM, HEMPUBBIYHO BHICOXJIAa TMMHacTepka. A TaM,
B IJIaBHAX, TKaHb, HAIIUTABUIKCH MapaMu GosoTa, He GbiBasia cyxoit. 1 Hu
MOTHJI, ¥ HM CJIefia, OfHA BOJAA, OAHA BOJAA...

B cTraHuuny, kazajioch, BbeAyT, €4Ba OTTOPHUT 3aKaT, HO B'beXaJH AaJieKo
3a MOJIHOYb, HA OTBepAeBIIeill Jopore e340BOil yJAepXXHBaJ KOHeill oT
ToponyuuBoro mmara: Oeper Ilnimukuna. Cpana ero Acs B MexcaHbGar
KHUBOT'O, OH CTOHAJI, KOrAa CHHMAJIH C MOABOJALI, HO HH OJHOr0 CJIOBa TaK
U He cka3ay. PomaHeHKOo 4yepe3 BoeHesbamepa mnepegas Ace, YTOOHI
paccnpocusnia 06 Areese u Mapacyine. Koro? U kak? Ilouyemy-To ckopee
3aX0TeJIOCh YBHAETh 30TOBa, M Ha yJIMIEe OHA Ja’ke CKa3ajia e€3J0BOMY:

— Temnepb MOXHO NMOAOTHATH!

JBop ciienoro cTapuKa oOHa 3HaJia, JKUjla TaM ¢ koM6aToM B capaiiuuke,
3aTHCHYTOM B yroJl ¥ ITOJIHOM 3alaxa 3JelIHUX JYyrOBbIX I|BETOB, Je3yIero
BO BCe ILuead. A eile ObIcTpee OHa Haulja ABOP MO KPOBAaTHOM CIHMHKeE,
JepiKaBlIeiici BMeCTO KAaJIUTKH 3a TOHKHE JKeJle3Hble TPyOnl Ha Kpaio
noporu. Hu noma, Hu capaifuuka yke He 6b1J10 — Bce cropeJio, Acsi MoHsAJIa
3TO B TEMHOTe, KOrAa npouaach 1o 3oje. Cienmoro crapuka ToXXe He
661510. Ho M3 TEMHOTHI BAPYT CIIPOCHJI I'OJIOC, TPO3BYYaBLIKHA C COCEJHEro
KPBIJIbLIA !

— Kro tam macraer?

H xora roJsioc 3By4yas BOPYJIMBO, 6YATO COHHBIH XYTOPAHHMH BbIGpaJscs
Ha CTyneHH, Acs cpady y3HaJjia ero U OTKJIHKHYJIACK:

— 9T0 11, JlaBpyxuH!

U rosoc ToTryac cTas JaCKOBBIM:

— IlankoBa! 3gopoBo! — u, yxe noaxoas, NouHTepecoBajcsa: — Yro
y Bac TaM HoBoro?

— AreeBa youam.

— E-moe!

— M Mapacyua.

— BwmecTe? Tne?

— B pasBenke.

— XoTb 6Bl Yy CKOpee TBepAas 3eMJid...

— Byaro Tam y6uBaTth He GyayT!

— A Bce xe! IIpoBoauTts X Hamum?
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— Her! — Bapyr 3anporectoBana Acsa.— Ilomoru es3goBoMy, YTOOBI
B KaHaBy He 3aBepHyJ. U 3abepu ero ¢ co6oii. A s TyT nepeHOYyIO, BO
ABOpe, Ha nmojsozae. JKapko.

— Tenno, KoHeuYHo,— coryacuycs JlaBpyXuH.

— A rge oun?

— Jleiirenant?

— Her, Bce. B gome?

— Tyt ux Her. Hamu aannuie. A s 6peBHa kapayJio, BOH, Ha 3oJe.
3aroroBuyd. 3aBTpa wabauuM.

IloueMy e OHa OTKa3ajJach OT HeMeQJIEHHOU BCTpeYH C 30TOBBIM,
¢ IMTaweit? CBepHYBIUNCH KAJIAYMKOM MOJ IJAll-NTAJaTKOH U YJIOXKHUB NMOJ
roJIOBy BaTHHUK, KOTOPBI# NpUHec eit 3a60oTnBLIi JIaBpyXHH, OHa JOJITO He
Morja OO0BACHHUTH UYYBCTBA, IIOXOXKEro Ha MCIYyr, XOTA IOTOM NOHAJNA:
6JHKe BcTpeya, GJIHXKe M pa3jiyKa, BCTpeya — Ha MHUHYTHI, a8 pa3jiyka —
HaBcerja, BOT ¥ He Xoresa. [IoHATh HeTpYyAHO, ecau ynpocTuts. Hano Bce
6e3:xkaJIoCTHO U GecCTpAalIHO YNpOLUATh.

HenaBHo oHa ykopsJa npo cebs kombaTa 3a To, YTO OH 4acTo u GbicTpO
roBopuT: «IloHaTHO». A oH u npaB. Bce mpolge, yeM MBI BbIAYMBIBaeM.
Kakas eue mo60Bp? OTKyZa OH ee B3siJj, 3TOT Maibuuk? Acs, u npasjia,
YyyBCTBOBaJIa ceba ropaszfo crapiie 30ToBa U y’Ke OHHMAaJa, YTO Ha CBeTe
Bce npoiue. lymasa rak, Acsa CTaHOBMJIACh CUJIbHEMH, GJIHMXKe K TPUBBLIYHOIM
OTPeLIeHHOCTH OT HEMBICJIUMBIX M HEHYKHBIX 3a60T, OT BCero, 4YTo MeuaJio
AeJiaTh CBOe JleJIo, eCTh U craTh. B AHK pa6oTHl B rocnuTaJsie, a NOTOM U Ha
3eMJie, Ha3biBaeMoii moJiem 6osi, AcCi0 y4YyMJIH 3a BCeM BHAETb >XHU3Hb,
MaxHyIyIo TenjoMm, xjse6oM u 006a3aTesnbHO pagocTamu. U 3a nocieaHumu
IJOTKaMH BO3AYyXa, KOTOPHI BTArMBaju B ceba paHeHble, yMUpas Ha ee
pyKax, U 3a OOyrieHHbIM KaMHeM JOMOB, OT MHOTHX M3 KOTOPHIX
OCTaJIMCh JIMIIb IeYHble TPYObl, MOKPHITHIe A3BIKAMM KOIOTH, ¥ 3a
o6ropejsbIMH BHIIHAMH, KOTOPDhle KOrZAa-TO LBEJH HEBUHHBIMHM OesbIMHU
JIerecCTKaMHu.

9Ta X U3Hb OBlJIa JTHLIL B BOOOpaskeHuH, a BoobpakeHue ycTaBaso, Kak
ycTajla CerogHs OHAa caMa, H HeJapoM eil JaBHO Ka3aJioCh, YTO Aylla
MOKHHYJIA 3TOT MHP...

6

Pa3byauna Acio 3aps, KoTopas Ha CTbIKe BOABI CO cTenbio Onlya
rony6Geii, yeM BCIOAY.

Acsa cama B3Hy3/aJla KOHeil, yeMy BeceJI0 HayuyuJach AEeBYOHKOH, BO
BpeMsA KOMaHJAMPOBOK C TMECHAMHM Ha YypoXai, M IyCTHJa CBOMX
OTAOXHYBIIMX CHMBOK YYTh JIM He raJIONOM 1O CTAHUYHBIM yauuam. Yepes
nosiyaca moABoza Obljia YyKe 3aBajieHa MeACPeACTBaMH, IaKeTaMH
u 6uHTaMu B MemiKaXx. HeoxxuaaHHo ee oxBaTuia 3;106a Ha oaHy cebs. OHa
BCe AeJsiajia, YTOOBl OTTAHYTh BCTpedyy ¢ 30TOBBIM, a HHYEro He Morjia
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caenathb. JleTbca Hekyaa. A ecJHM He BcTpeuaTbCcs, M Bce? Jla, He
Berpevatses! Iloexauna!

— Kyaa cnemnms? — cnpocun JlaBpyXuH, KOrza oOHa IONPOCHJA
pa36byauTs e340BOTO.

— Jlomoii.

— He nyctum oany. He! Bapyr 3actpsinems u Oyjaemib MasThCs, MOKa
nomoryTr. C HaMu IoeZellb.

— Y MmeHsa e3x0Boii!

— Jait emy nocnaTts. B KoHeit He rousit. Hauu gajekoHbKo, HO He TaK
y*, 4To6 exaTsb. Ceifyac MONMPOCHM IMOCMOTPETH 3a TBOMM IPpy30M H —
marom apui!

Ecnu 661 He JIaBpyXHH, OHa M BIpsAMb yexaJia 6u. Hu 3a uTo He npumia
6Bl CI0Aa, T'Ae 3acTaBuia cebsa MpoApaTh ria3a CKBo3b 60Jb U TocKy. oM,
Ha KOTOPOM, BHIHO, KOrZa-TO I'yCTO CEJHJIMCH NMTHILEI, ejle CAEePKHUBAJ OT
najeHUus NodYepHeBIIHEe CTEHBI, a KPuuy He Obnlyo. TosbKOo Ha AasibHeM
yrJIy BHCeJIO ee pBaHOe Kphuljno. IloaToMy u rHe3sa, NpUJIENHBIINECH
K BEDPXHHM KpasiM CTeH, oOHakuauch. Ha 3aiBopkax Kocujiach capalouka,
TOYH-B-TOYb KAK Yy CJIENIOTO CTapHKa, KOTophiii mnpomnas. U Bo3se Hee
CTpPaHHOe AepeBo, IPOYHO 3aMaKOBaHHOE B CYXYyI0 KOPKY C TPELIMHKaMH,
TeM He MeHee Pa3BeCHJIO BOKPYTr cebd Ky4YH MeJIKHX JIMCThEB.

— Tawm,— nokas3as JIaBpyXHH Ha capaiouIKy.

Beio gopory oHa mneiTajJach BOOPYXKHTBCA HEHABHCTHIO K JTOMY
JefiTeHaHTY — 3a JI0OXb, 3a HEYMECTHYIO MPaBAy, YTOOH HailTH B cebe XOTh
KaKYyi0-TO ONOPY, HO MIPHIIJIAa HeBoOpyKeHHoi. TpoHyJia U pBaHyJa ABepb
capaomku. Jlymasoch, Kak Bce KOChle JABEepH, ¥ 3Ta OTOHJAET JHIUb
YYTOYKY, & OHA BCS PACIaXHYJach ¥ OCTRBHJIA ee Y NOPOXKKa, BHICBEeYeHHO’
YTPEHHHM COJIHIleM. 30TOB, NMPOTHPABLIMI JIOXMATOM TPAMNKOH cCamorwy,
pacnpsMHJICA M axHyJI, BepHee, rja3a ero axXHyJH, IOTOMYy 4YTO CaM OH
MoJTyaJ.

C meTCKHUX JIeT OH CUHMTaJ celd YeloBeKOM, IPUHMMAIOLIUM DeunleHus
onuH pa3. OH He BcaymuBaca B Gecenbl, BOBHUKaBII e HHOrAa, HO KpaeM
yXa HeBOJbHO YJIaBJHMBaJl KOpoTKHe ¢pa3nl 06 Ace m kombGare. MHoro
o PomaHeHKO roBopuTh He puckoBasu. Ho U 3TO Ka3ajioch eMy MYXKCKOM
cnyerHeit, HeGbluueit. [louemy? HaBepHo, mOoTOMYy, 4TO Tak AyMaTh OblJIO
nerye.

MamMa eMy cKasaja KaK-TO NepeA BHIMYCKHBIM Be4YepoM B IIKOJIE:

— Hy, Bor, ITama, Tel BEIXOAMUIb B XH3Hb.

— ITomonucs 3a meHsa. Tl BeAb, KaKk Bce MaAMBbl, 6€CITOKOMIIBCA: KAK-TO
OHAa BCTPETHUT MOero ChIHOYKA, 3TA caMas ’XKH3Hb, KOTOPYIO B3pOCJIBIE
CIMUIKOM 4YaCTO Ha3bIBAIOT NMPOKJIATOM.

— He cMmeiica,— nonpocusia mama.— Ilpuroross ce6sa k Tomy, Ilama,
4YTO AAJIeKO He Bce OyAeT TaK, KaK MpeACTaBJseTCS.

— A xak?

— Tpynuee. dKusup oOMaHeT He pa3. Tak Te6Ge 6y feT Ka3aTbcA, AOBOAA
nopoit Ao oryasHua. Ho aTo BoBce He o6MaH.
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— A uro?
— MKusus.

Moxer 6BITH, OH He XOTeJ BepUTh B Kylble paccka3el 006 Ace
u PomaHeHKO, NOTOMY 4YTO CTaBMJI ero cebe B IpuMep U Aa’ke BOCXHIAJICA
uMm? A Mmoxker GbiTh, THI Bce ellle Majabuyulnka, IlaBen 3oroB? U Tuxoe
pellleHHe ONYCTHJIOCH Ha AHO cepAua: mpouiait, Acsa! 9to 6s1710 caMoe
CcTpallHoOe, JXKHBOMY 4YeJIOBeKy cka3aTh: «IIpomraiil!»

U Bapyr pacnmaxuBaeTcs JBepb, H y TNOPOMXKKa capas CTOUT AcsH.
U kakoe-TO BpeMs OH MOJIYMT OCTOJ0eHeso, a MOTOM yhnibaeTcs, Kak
caMblii CYACTJUBHIH YeJIOBEeK HA 3TOH 3eMJie, U LIeNnYeT:

— Acsa!

Pyka ero moTsiHyjach K lliee M 3acTerHyJjia IYroBKYy Ha BOPOTHHUYKe.
«Hy, BOT,— HEOXMIAHHO M HACMEIIJHMBO mNoaymaja Acs,— npobiesan
¥ Hu ¢ Mecta. Iloxomesn 6u1 na mouesnosas. U He Haxo cios». HakoHen
caMa OTBETHMJIa, ¥ Hee BBIXOAMJIO B TAKHUX CJydasax 6paBo:

— I Ha xKopoTko! YTo 3TO BBl — OTAENBHO U B TakoM aBopue?!

— Ha coaparsl noxaneau! He mepeHomy s xpama!

— Jemo6unusoBaTs! — npeicHyna Acs.

— Yro ram y Hac?

OHa pacckasajyia IpoO pa3BejKy.

— JMo6binu BaM JIOAKY, a CAMH...

OH BcrmoMHMJ AreeBa, ero CIMHY B peMHsAX, ero cioBa: «Koraa
B MOCJIEAHUIA pa3 Bl CJAYLIAJU CTHXHU?»

— ¥Kanb.

— Bcex He nepexaneemb,— cka3daina Acs.

A B ayme ee, Kak MarHuii y pororpada, BCOBIXHYJI HEMOM KPHK: OHA He
xoTrena, 4Tobul ee youaun. Kasanocs, Aokujaa Ao noaHoro 6e3pasiuuus
K 3TOMY M BOT BIIepBbI€ 3a MHOI'0O MeCALeB BOMHLI MoAyMaJa o cebe, U XOTh
ceifyac-To, HaKOHell, 3a 3Ty HEHYXXHYIO ’KaJIOCTh K cebGe Bo3HeHaBHAeNa 40
GelmieHCTBa 3TOro JieilTeHaHTUKa. I moBTOpMJIA:

— He nepexaseemp Bcex!

— Aca! — cnpocun oH.— Yro ¢ T060it? Acsa!

— # ceituac yeny.

— IToenem Bmecre. Ilpukas G6ymer Takoif...

— A d4ero 3To Bbl MHe NpHUKa3biBaeTe?

— Kak crapmuii no 3saHuIO.

OH BeJsies eif OTABIXAaTh HA CTApOi KPOBATH, BTALLlEHHON B capaloOLIKY.
KpoBaTs Gbijla BABOe LIMpe U K TOMY XKe Ha CeTKe, B ThICAYY pa3 MArde
MOABOABI.

— A # oTHpaBJIOCH IO JeJiaM.

U pacTonkoBaJi, YTO CEroAHS OHHM 3aKOHYAT 3arOTOBKY H IOJATOTOBKY
6peBeH, H He K Beyepy, 8 POBHO K NMATHAALATH HOJIb-HOJb.

— Hy, kakas TouHocTb! — chexuaHHYaNa Acs.

— Tak apTuctel xke!
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Oka3sbiBaeTcs, K NATHAAUATH HOJIb-HOJb HACTOALIHWEe apTHCTHI IIPHKa-
TAT B CTAHHLY, YTOGBI BHICTYNUTH Iepe] ee Pa3HOPOAHBIM TapHH30HOM.
B ObiBIIEeM BHUIHEBOM Cafy KOJIX03a, I'Aie AepPeBbsA B ONIMIAHHON 3eJleHH
pacTyT 4yepe3 NATOe Ha AecAToe: AOGPYIO MOJIOBUHY UX 3aXBaTYHUKHU 3UMOMH
nopy6usnu Ha apoBa. TaM ysKe CKOJIOTHJIM MOMOCT, OTPOMHBIMH, KaK ClieHa.
Buepa Bech JeHB CTy4Yasld MOJIOTKH.

— ApTHCTHI-TO OTKyZa?

— W3 MockBsi!

— He Bpu!

OH mokasancsa, 4To He BpeT. Konmak y»Xe HaMeTHJ BCe TOYKU AJA
mocyefHel 3aroroBku OpeBeH. A eil moka — cmaTbh. M oHa oTBeTHsa:
JafHO, pa3 MOCKOBCKHE apTHUCTBI, OHa ocTaHeTcA. Y TyT e BCOMHHIA,
4YTO He AJIS TOro NIpHexajia M MNPUILIA CIOAA.

OH yXe CHSJI C IBO3AMKA CBOIO IHJOTKY, a OHa OKJIMKHyJa ero
C KpoOBaTH, Ha KOTOPYIO yCIleJa NMPHCEeCTh:

— ITama! 51 Te6e TOJBKO paccKa)y...

— IloToM, a? — MONpPOCHJI OH, TO JIH CHella, TO JIU AOorajaBIIUCh, O YeM
OHAa, ¥ BPa3 HCIYraBLUIXCh, KaK elle He nyraicsi.— YTo TH pacckaxxeub?

— Takoe, 4TO meceHKa, cneras TOr4ga, B KaMhlllIaX, L(BETOYKOM Tebe
nokaxkerca. Cayuiaii, JeATeHAHT.

— He xouy! — obopBaJ oH BiacTHO, TaK, YTO OHA Ja’ke B3JPOTHYyJa
4 BO3MYTHJIACH:

— Yro 3HauuT — He xouy? Xoueuib!

— BpemeHu HeT, AceHbKa! — NPUKPBIJICA OH.

— Ax, BpeMeHH HeT! — packpuuanach Acia.— A Korpga Gyger?

— Huxkoraa,— cnokoifHO OTBeTHJ OH, U 3TO OBIJIO ero MOCJeJHHM
pelieHHeM, KOTOPOMY IO apMeHCKHMM MOPAAKAM HaJ0 NMOAYMHHUTBLCSH, KakK
MocJieAHEMY TPHKAa3y.

Ho ona BcmomHuia cioBo, GpoumieHHoe Ha IIpoToke, u cHoBa u3
MOCJIEHUX CHJI KPUKHYJIA:

— 3aTtkHuch! BiaropoaHeHbkuit! Yk oueHb y TeGsa Bce mpoCTO.

— KoHeuHo, mpole mapeHoil penbl,— COrJACHJICSH OH M IO IMOACY

nepeABHHYJ KOOypy ¢ 60ka Ha *kHUBOT.— BoT mucroser. U eue XxoTh cj10BO
06 atom — 3acrpemo. Moauu. S cepnesHo.
— Xa-xa!

— $ He myuy, cka3zaJ.

Brls0 4TO-TO Takoe B ero roJsioce, YTo 3aCTaBHJIO €€ HACTOPOXKHUTBLCH.
M oHa po6KHM roJsiocOM CIPOCHJIA eJie CJBILIHO:

— Ilouemy, ITama?

— IloTomy uTo s Tebs s06GIIO.

BripakeHue oropyeHHoit ¥ GeCOMOLIHOM PACTEPAHHOCTH IMOABUJIOCH
Ha ee juie. OHa Belb XOTeJa, YTOOBI ObIJIO JIyUllle, a OH He COrJIallajcs, OH
mewan ei. Kak ke ObIThb-TO, YTO AenaTh?

— Tyr BoiiHa, a oH BaIOOUIICA!

— He ese3ku K BOIOIOT.
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— K uepTy TBoIO NM1060BR! — HabpaB rosoca, Npoxpuiesa oHa, HO Ha
9TOM roJIOC ¥ KOHYMJICH, U OHA mpouientana: — OueHb y>K HeXKHasd 3TO
wryka, [Tama. CoBceM He AJIi BOMHBI.

— JHypouka,— cka3aJl OH, HaJleBas MHUJIOTKY,— 3TO BOIHA COBCEM He
ansa no6Bu. U MBI CKOPO CKPDYTHM TOJIOBY 3TOif BOiiHe.

— Huwpb Te! — CHOBa 3alIJach OHA TAK, YTO Aa’Ke 3aKALULISANIACh. —

Ilepesepuyn!

— A kak xe! JTa He)XXHasl LITYKa CHUJIbHEH BOMHBI.

— TloyeMy? — HeOXMAZAHHO 3aCMEABIIHCH, CIIpOCcHJa AcH.

— Hy... Xora 66 MOTOMY, UTO BeuHasi. A BOilHa BeUHOM He Obljia M He
6yaet... OctaBuTh Tabauky?

Acsa nomoTasia U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY TOJIOBOM.

— Cnu,— cKa3aJ OH U MJIOTHee NMPUABUHYJ 3a COGOH XKUIAKYIO ABEpPb.

— ITama! — no3sasia oHa, HO OH yXe ylIeJ.

I'ne-To B ry6uHe ellle X0Tes10Ch O6UAHO CMeATHCA HaJZl HUM, HO TOUYeMYy-
TO BAPYT caMoii ceGe yJbIGHYyJIach OT CYACThs, KaK IMOJOYMHAasd.

Ho cux nop orpoMHas 3eMJs Bpallajiach B peBe OKeaHOB, B 6e3MOoJIBUHM
JIeAHUKOB, B XPYCTAIleM I'yje 3eMJIETPSACEHH, B TPOXOTe BOHH, COBCEM He
nojo3peBas, YTO NMPUAET ITOT 4Yac, Hy, He Yac, NyCTh OAHA MUHYTa, ACHHA
muHyTa! Aca BApPyr nepecrasia 60ATLCA Cl0Ba «J1I060Bb». ITO Bhille Heba?
Yenyxa! 9To 3mech, Ha 3eMJe.

3esieHenu BOKpPYT AepeBbs. Takue ke KyZaJjaThle, KAk y 3TOro capas,
OHM BO BCe CTOPOHBI pa3berasuch Mo cTaHWYHBIM yauunam. U tpaBa. OHa
npocTeraja TOHKHe IIOJIOCKM Ha MecTe mnaBmux 3abopos. Korza
npues’Kaells ¢ epefoBoif, 1a ellle U3 KaMblllIeil, OKPYXKHUBIIKX TeGa He Ha
OAMH [eHb, JAAaXe XYTOPOK Ka’XeTcs HenpaBJoOW, IOJHONH KH3HHU.
A craHuMua Bceraa kKasasuach eit 6osnbuium ropoaom. Ho ceituac eii cioBHO
MOJapPHJIM LeNbli MHP...

Ila, oHa cylecTBoBaJla OTAEJIBHO OT Bcero, a Temepp caMa cTaJja
U nepeBoM U TpaBoit. IIycTb oxHO# BeTKOH, OAHHMM IBETKOM, KOTODBIi
KOrja-To packpoeTcs Ha 3Toit BeTKe. Tody, Tedy, Tbdy! Tak e o MepTBHIX
roBopsaT. A ei, AypouKe, >XH3Hb yBHJeJach B 3ToM... Jla mpocTo oHa
Bockpecsa! Hy»KHO CBepHYTbCA KaJIauMKOM, CLEMUTb 3yObl U 3aCHYTb...

Yeped HeECKOJBKO YacoB, OTKDHIB TIJjada, OHa MCHOyrasjach, 4TO
M B TOMHMHE He OCTaJIOCh HUYEro OT OCTPOTO YyBCTBa, KOTOPOE OBJIAJeJso
efo. I B KoTopoe Apyrue He MOBEPAT, €CJIM UM CKa3aThb. Jla camMa U HYKAbI
B TAKOM YYBCTBe He MoAo3peBaJsia. A MoXeT ObITh, MOAO3pEBAJia KOraa-To,
Ho 3a6biy1a. Acsa npucayuianach k cebe. Bce 6b1510 Ha MecTe, a MOXKeT, CTaJIo
eule ocTpee.

OHa BOpPOBaTO OrJsAAfies1ach, 605ACh, 4YTO ceifiyac HOBOe YyBCTBO JIEI'KO pa3-
pywuTca oryero-To. Co Bcex CTOPOH capaii u3pesaJsio LeJAMH, U B HUX 6un
cBeT. HanpoTuB KpoBaTH NPAMOYTrOJbHUKOM CTOSJIM IIyCThI€ MOJKU U3 He-
OCTPYraHHBIX JOCOK, JIMIIb Ha BepXHel Jiexkasia YUCTAA JIOMKKA, KOTOPOH,
HaBepHo, e [Tama. B yriy k Beapy ¢ Bonoit nputrkHynace TabypeTka, a Ha
Hell — 3y6HasA 1IeTKa M MOPOLIOK B »eJsie3HOM Kopobke. Aca Bcraia,
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nmouMcTwya 3y6el masibueM, npeiacTaBiaas cebe OGyaylee HeMBICIHMOe
GoraTcTBO: JBe WLIETKH DAABILIKOM H KPacCHBBIH yMbIBajJbHUK. Ha creHe
BHCeJIO MaJIeHbKOe 3epKaJio, B KOTOpOoe OH riasaje, korga 6puicsa. Eit no
3epkaJjia He JOTAHYTHCSA — KaKoil OoH AauHHEII! CMewHo.

Acsa noackouuia, nonpoGosaB yBuaeTh cebs, fa He yBuJesna. 3ajeana
Ha TabypeTKy, MOACTAaBUB ee MOOIMIKe K 3epKaJy, U paccMesnacs. [laBHo
OHa He BCTpedasia TakKoi pactpensbi!

Korzaa 3oroB BoleJi, OHA JeKaJa MOA NPOCTHIHBIO — HAJ yUIAMH U Ha
BHCKaX GaHTMKH U3 OMHTa. 3aKPyTHJIA BOJOCHI B KOU BeKH!

— TIlopa,— cka3aj OH.

Ona nexasa, He weBensick. OKa3bIBaeTCsa, OH €CTh...

— Bce — Ha KOHIEpPT, a g 3a To6oi... Hero x ThI?

— Y MeHA 4acoB HeT.

— Hy, a BhlfAy, a TH ojeBalcs.

He meBesnsch, oHa JexaJsa, KaK Ipex/e, U OH yCJbILIAM B TUIIMHE ee
AbIXaHME.

— 9§ BHINiAY,— NMOBTOPHJ OH, HO BMECTO 3TOrO CeJl K Hel, a Korga
AOTPOHYJICA A0 Hee O6OA3JIMBBIMH pyKaMH, OHa BBEICBOOOAMJIA H3-MOA
NPOCTHIHM CBOM TOHKHME PYKHM K OOHsSJIa ero TakK KpemkKo, YTO y Hero
3aKpyJKHUJach rojosa.

Bce BOKpyr 3aKpy’XuJioch. A TOJIOBY OHa JAepiKaJjla B CBOMX pyKax
M 1leJIOBaJia ero B LIeKH, B HOC, B Ij1a3a, HO 3TO Tak, Kacasfich UX IO MYTH,
a McKaJia ¥ HaxoAauna ry6ul. Miau oH HaxoAuJ ee rybnl, C KOTOPHIX IOYTH
CMaXHyJlach HeXXHasi KODOYKa, a OHa ero He oTTaJIKMUBaJja.

— Ilama,— 3Bana oHa,— Ilama...

IToToM, OTKMHYB TroJIOBY C ocTaTKaMH 3a0aBHBIX OaHTHUKOB u3 OUHTA,
GOJILIIMHCTBO KOTOPBIX OCBHINAJIOCH M pa3JieTesoch, U MOCMeUBasich, Acs
3aThIJIKOM M30 BCeX CHJI MPUXKHUMaJa ero PYKy K Touled MoAylIRe U Mpo-
cuia:

— Hy, nomeurait 0 4yeM-HuGyAb. XOTh KAaNenabKy!

— Beayx?

— A Kak Xe A uHaye ycabimy?

— 3auem cebsa oGkpaabIBaTh?

— He nonumaio.

— Bce paBHO Oyjer syuure.

— Yro 3t0? — cnpocuna BAPYyr Acfi 0 ApPYyroM.

PeB caMoJieTa HayaJl 0CeAAaTh C BLICOTHI U CKOPO 3alOJIHUJI cCapalolIKy,
paspacTasick. Acsi He cpa3y NMOHsJa, YTO caMoJieToB 6b1y10 MHoro. M Bor
y»e UX POKOT nepeuies B AJIMHHBIHA CBUCT, HE3aTHXAIOLIHIA, a BbIpacTalo-
i uit Toxe. Bee Boipacrano. He 3acTaBui cebd »AaTb U IPOXOT Pa3pbiBOB.
3emns, npuHUMaBulas yAapbl, 3aTpAcjach, BO BCAKOM cJydyae, 3/€Ch...

Aca OwicTPpO oJaeBasiach, chaepruBas ¢ ceba u pasbpaceiBas 1o
3eMJASAHOMY MOJIy TocJeJHHe GaHTHUKH.

— 9TO0 B TOU CTOPOHE, rAe cag,— JUXopagouyHo rosopui [laura.

OHa cXBaTuJa CBOIO CAHUTAPHY CYMKY.
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...! na KaBka3se u Ha Ky6aHu Acs HepeaKo nonajaJja noj 6oMGexky,
a Takoe M OHa BHJAeNa nepBblii pa3. JlecATh — MATHAALATL «IOHKEPCOB»,
pa3BepHYBHIMCb XBOCTaMH, yJieTaJlll cepoil obneryeHHoi craeif, compo-
BOXKJaeMOH KJy6oYKaMH 3€HMTHBRIX BChbilieK. Huskopociibie BHUIHH,
YKyTaHHBIE JBIMOM, I'le FOpeH, NOAAABUIMCH OTHIO 6e3 criopa, a rae nmoka
MYCTHUJIM ero JHUILb NO0J3KOM KapabKaTbCA MO TOHKUM CTBOJIAaM U CPbIBaTh-
ca. I'nmasza BBIXBaThIBaJM B ABIMSAIIUXCS BETBAX 4YeJOBEYECKYIO DPYKY,
ropcTbio K Heby, KyCOK OJeXAbl ¢ GONTAIUINMCS MOTOHOM...

YO6uTeIX yBO3UJIHM Ha rPYy30BHKAaX, KOTOPhIe, BO3MOXXHO, He TaK AAaBHO
TMPUBO3UJIM €108 ¥ HUBBIX. ITHX I'PY30BUKOB He XBaTHJIO AJiA BceX. JlecaTku
HeJaBHUX 3pUTeJIell JIOXKHUIIUCH B HENOABUIKHBIN CTPOIl y AOPOrH, MOKa He
NMoAKAaTH/Ia Ileno4YyKa HOBBIX IpPY30BUKOB, a MOXeT ObITb, U MepBbIe
BEpPHYJIHCbh, KPOBb Ha OTKMHYTBIX 6OpTax BblZaBajia HX.

Tpema wu pacmBbIpMBas MCKpbI, MNbIJaJ COUTBHIM BYepa MOMOCT,
HeJoJIras CleHa JAJIS apTHUCTOB, M3 KOTOPbIX MHOrMe yXXe HHUKOrjga He
MoABIMYTCA Ha Apyrywlo. Acsa npo6Gexkasla MHMO, COFHYTO#H pyKoO#
NMPUKPbIBAsA Ija3a OT HCKP.

— Typna! — KPUKHYJ eil BCTPEUYHBIH TroJI0OC, HANPAaBHUB 3a AJIMHHBIN
6yrop, MOXOXHMH Ha KYCOK YXKeJIe3HOJOPOXKHOU HACBINH.

Tyt onyckajm paHeHbIX B HEKOLIGHYIO TpaBy, U TpaBa NpsATajia UX
HCKa)XeHHBble Juna. Jlyr 3a HachiMbi0 CTOHAJ PAa3HBIMM TOJIOCAMH.
TIepcoHas U3 OKPECTHBIX MEAULMHCKHUX TOYEK NPUGLIBAJ, HO BCe PABHO PYK
6b1J10 MaJio, U Acs TYT ’Xe oKasajach HY»XHO#H. [na 6bicTpoThl pBaJsa
6unTHl 3ybamu. Han TperbMM HMJIM NATHIM paHEeHbIM, pa3Beisd PYKaMH
TpaBy, 4YTOObl NMPOBEPUTH, MMB JIKH 3TOT TOULUI conpaT ¢ GOJABIWIUMM
KyJaKaMH, 3aCThbljla U TPOHyJIa ero Job6:

— Tepacum, munenskuit! Konnak!

Acsi moaBana 30ToBa, HO JIeEHTEHAHT TMpoMaJl B IIOMCKax CBOMX.
A KoJsinmakoB KaK-TO MyYUTEJbHO, He C MePBOH MOMNBITKH, YyTh NPUMOJHAN
ApoJKaliue OT HANPSI)KeHUs BEKH.

— Acs? — BONPOCHUTEJBHO NMPOUIMIEN OH.

— MuneHbKHit, MOJYH,— yroBapuBalsia OHa, pa3opBaB Ha HeM
HM3ABIPABIEHHYIO OCKOJIKAMU TMMHACTEPKY OT BOPOTHHKA AOHM3Yy M OTXBa-
ThIBasi OT Hee Mellalol(Me KYCKH CalOBBIM HOXOM — Ja, ero Tak
M Ha3bIBaJIK «CafOBbIM», OCTDBII U KPUBOBATHIH HOXK CAHHHCTPYKTOPA, YK
O4YeHb IMOXOXKHI HAa MUPHBIH CaJoOBbId HOX, KOTOPHIH, HaBepHO, 3a CBOIO
JKU3Hb moAepkaa B pyke Konnakos.

Cronbko 6bLJIO pPaH B €ro Tele, JKHUIUCTOM, HO TAKOM HeBGOJBIIOM, YTO
Ha Hero U MOJIOBMHBI XBaTHJIO Gbl! HBIE KDOBOTOYMIIH, KAK CTapaTeJbHbIe
KJI0YK. JKryThl, ®KIyThl CHa4yasa, 4TOObI OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb. VI pe3NMHOBBIM
1 MaTepyaTblid... MU IIMHBI..

— ITanku! — KpukHyJa AcH.

ITo nysxkaiike Oeranm coJszaTbl, NoMoras CcaHUTapaM, pa3jaBaju
cJIOMaHHbIe WM cpyOJleHHbIe ¢ BHILIEH BeTKH AJs WHNH. Yero TOJBKO He
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nojAKJaaLIBana Acs MoJ CjJoMaHHBle coigaTckue Koctu! HHorza mna
¥ BHHTOBKA DAHEHOro C ee LINPOKHUM JIOMKEM.

IToHuMas Bce, B TOM YucJie 4 6eCroIe3HOCTh ee Hepa3yMHOro OT4YassHu4,
M JKejas ee YTeuIMTh, KoJIMakoB BHHOBATO BHIZOXHYJI:

— Bor...

A oHa BpaJia, pa3juBas CUPT U GHHTYSA PaHHl, HeyBepeHHasd, CIABIIIUT
aun ee Konnakos, HO MpocTo Tak caMoil GuiJIo Jierue:

— IIucemo tebe npumino! XeHa xuBa, U JeTH 3KX0poBul. Bea pora
npuBer TeGe mepenaJa.

OHa 3HaJIa MO ONHTY: C TAMXEJBMM DaHeHhHIMH, NepeBA3LIBaA HX,
rosopd H TroBopH, He paBas 3abuiThca. Ciyuasoch, roBopHJAa YyXKe
¢ meprBaimu. Ho KonnakoB eme animasn, npuxiaeGeiBag BO3AYX.

— Ckasajiu BCe, OYEHb JKAYT, HOBHE CTHXH IOCIylIaeM.

— A crTux... ero,— ¢ obseruediueM orBeTun Koimakos,— 3oToBa...

BHHTBl KOHYMJIHCh, U AcCs BHINPAMMUJIACH HAa MHT, CTOS Ha KOJIEHAX
B TpaBe, I'JSHYJa B CTOPOHY JAOPOTH: HeT JH Ha BHUAY CaHHUTapHOH
MAIIHHBI — K TOJBKO Torja coobpasmuia, uro ckasdan Kosnakos. O6eI4HO
OHA TOYTH He BCJYIIUBAJach B 6eCCBA3HBIN OTBeTHHIA JieneT paHeHuX. Ho
cefiuac 10 Hee gouyio. OHa moBepHyJsachk kK KosmakoBy, oH 4To-TO eile
NBITAJICA NPOLIENTaTh. ACI0O OXBATHJIM CPa3y U HeB Ha >KM3Hb, I'le BCe TaK
nepenyTajoch, H A0Caja Ha CBOIO 6eCIIOMONLIHOCTD, U XKeJIaHHe NJIaKaTh OT
3aToro. OHa HAKJIOHHJACH, YTOOK! BeiTepeTh KoJIMaKoBYy JIMIIO ¢ MOPLIUHKA-
MH, B KOTOPBIX COGpaJINCh KAIJIH XOJIOAHOTO NoTa. XHJjasA rpyAb ero
HeJ0JITOM, JIeTy4eil APOXkKbI0 B3APOTHY1a, KAK OT 0XKOra, ¥ OH pa3MeTaJ 1o
TpaBe CBOM HeCypa3Hble KyJIa4YHIIH.

— Acsa! — mocJasIIANOCH ¢ APYroi CTOPOHHI.

3a crnuHOI BO3HMK 30TOB, OHa NMOAHAJIA rja3a, YTo6bl yBHIAETH ero, HO
cHayana yBuzaena JlaBpyxuHa — miarax B NATHM AaJibliIe.

— Hamu B cTaHuue,— ckasdan 30ToB,— JIaBpyXWH HamlesJ MeHA...

— Mu c3aau OblyiM, Kak npuumian. Kak momaau, Tak H Owiau,—
npubasun JlaBpyxuH, noaxoada.— TaMm igenu cTapue, B HHX MHOro
ykpuiaock... A Konnak ckasan, s 6a1uike, MHe, MOJI, TAM MeCTO 3aHSJIH,
IIYTKU Jaaui... Bearopoackuit Emens! — u oTBepHyJics, €03 THJIOM
nyxJioi nagoHu no ry6am.

— IIpunecuTe MHe 6MHTHI,— He MOAHHUMAACH C KOJIEH, Bejena Acs.—

A ero MOHO B3fATb...

OHu npuHecsu GHHTH U moAHaaM Kosnakosa.

— Tlogoxxaem y moporu,— o6poHun 30TOB.

Ynoxnnun KoanakoBa Ha CBOIO NMOABOAY M, AOMXKAaBIIMCH ACIO, TOBE3TH
noTUXOHbKY. OHa ene mepeGupajia HOraMu, XBaTasich TO 3a JIeHTeHaHTa, TO
3a JlaBpyxuHa. I'Ze-To, BTAHYBIIMCL B IUAT HJIH OTAOXHYB, BApPYTr
BCTIOMHHMJIA

— OH cka3aJj Npo CTHXH...

— 9TO0 HeBaXxHO!

— Ho Bce xe... [Jna yero?
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— Hnsa medsa. OH cam npepynoxuia. Bor ysugure, rosopur. fI He pe-
wuyicsa 66l nmpounutath. Hu 3a 4yTo! A OH 3anmucan ¥ Belyuui!

Aca rasHyna Ha JIeTeHaHTa, Nyrasch, 4TO 3TO OH MOT JIeXKAaTh,
MOKPHITHIA MJIAII-IaJIaTKOM, U PAAYysACh, YTO 3TO He OH U He OHA, YTO OHH
crnaciau Apyr APyra M Telephb LIJIH U FOBOPHUJIH.

— He cmeit HUKOMY, Acs, NPO CTHXH.

OHa KUBHYyJIA.

— §1 mHoro Hanuiny u 6yAy YUTATh OAHOI TeGe. A 3To... BcnomuuTes,
¥ BCIIOMHHM e€ro.

B cepeauHe CTAHMYHON YJIHMIB BCTPETHUJIM CJIENOr0 CTapHKa, KOTOPOro
CYUMTAJH MpPONaBLIMM, a BOT OH, Hamexca! Toraa, Ha orTanixe, Acsa
crnpocuna ero: «Oryero rnasa-to, geaymka? Mosker, Gpunnl ApeBeCHHIM
CIHMPTOM YTOCTHJIH, a Bhl OoTBezaiu?» «f xku3HM oTBejan!» — ckasan
oH. Ho, BuaHO, He Bcero eme. Orayumunao HeOuBasoi GomMGeKKOi.

— Tocnoau! Hakaxxu ux! — GopMorasa oOH.

Onupasich Ha BUHTOBKY, HelmoAaJIeKy Top4aJl COJNAAT, KAKOM-TO CTPAHHO
HOBEHBbKHI1, HABEPHAKA €CJIM He C NMPU3BIBHOTO NyHKTA, TO H3 KAINTEPKH,
K CTapuKy Bpoje Ohl HenmpHYacCTHBIM.

— Tne xuBere, geaymka? — crnpocuia Acs.

— Xary cxker «ropGulab» OGHOMN 3a)KUTAJKOM, I'e-To 3a6hIJI METHYTh,
noHec no MeHa. Temepp s ¢ conpmaramu. ¥ goporm Ha lacraraeBckyro.
Bmxoxy, Bamoxy »kay-Bcrpeuaro... Besere koro?

— Konnakosa. MoxeT, noMmHurte?

— TIlamaru-to yx HeT mouTH. Koro, ckaszanu? Koanaka? — Crapuk
WArHyJ K INOABOJEe M OCTAHOBMJICH, KAK CHOTKHYBIIMChH.— CHpaBHHIH
coJspar...

— Bnla.

BCKHHYB PYKY, CTaDHK XOTeJ YTO-TO CAEPHYTH C TOJIOBHI, HO OHa Onlia
HEeMOKPBHITOM, ¥ OH ONYCTHJ NaJbILI HA JBICHHY C CeABIM, KaK Ha
OAyBaHYMKe, IYXOM H IMOBTODHJI:

— Tocnoau! — U nepekpectucs.

— HWpem, uTO JH, CTapeli 4YepT,— BAPYr MO03BaJ €ero CcoOJAaT.—
3arackasn MeHs! Boxy, Boxy.

— A Kyzaa Tel ero? — yauBHJICH 30TOB.

— B komeHpaTypy.

— 3a uto?

— Hac npuBe3s M B CTaHHIY, pa3ocjajd MO BCeM KOHIAM —
3afepKUBaTh Takux. [lymaere, Tak npocro Hanerenu? UM curHan 6si1 mo
paauMo o 3AelIHEM MeponpuaTHu!

— Jla oH xe ciemnoit! — BOCKIMKHyJNa Acs.

— Pasbepyrcs. Moe pneno — mpuBectd. Besesm B KOMeHAATYPY,
a HUKTO He NOKaXeT, rae oHa. Crnpouly, npuBoxy — Her!

— Crapuka My4Yaellb.

— ToBoplo, OH MeHs 3aMoTaJl.

— Hy, u mano tebe, yMHHUKY. DTOro CJIeNoro Bce 3HAIOT.
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Congar He o6paTHJ cepbe3HOr0 BHMMAHHS Ha CJOBa JIeHTEeHaHTAa.

— Cnemnoit! Kak ckaXxyT, rje KoMeHZAaTypa, OoH 0GeXUT Tyxa mubue
gpsivero. U 6e3 manku. BoT 4To nmoxo3puTeNabHO.

— JIla oH poamMJicA 34eCh, BEHIPOC H BCIO KH3Hb Npose!

— Kaxayo kKaHaBOYKy 3HaeT,— jgobaBuia Acd.

— IlpuBe3y B ropoa, rae poAMIach M BHIPOCJA, 3aBsXKy TrJjasa,
CKaXXy — BeAHM B KOMEHAATYpY, IOCMOTPIO, KaK MoGexuin!

— 51 He 3Hal0, I'le KOMeHJaTypa.

— A s 3Hal0,— cka3as 30ToB.— [IBuHynuces. PasbepyTrcs.

— ®aKT,— CcKa3aJ COJIRAT, NPUOGOAPHUBIIUCE.

HaBcTpeuy nonajuch NOABOAKI C TAXKeJIBIMH MHOMeTaMu. Bom6exka,
KOHEYHO, pa3nirpajach, IOTOMY 4YTO AONYCTHUIHU GeCreYyHOCThb, MPO3EBaATH
«IOHKEepPChl» M BO3MOXXHBIX HaBOAYMKOB. Tak maso 3toro! Teneps
B OTKPBITYIO Be3JIM COJHAHBIE CTBOJIBI, 3apaHee roBOPSAIHEe O MHOIOM,
a COJIZAT MOMYCTY TACKaJ CJENoro CTapHka...

Bo3sie KAIUTKH U3 KPOBATHOW CIMHKHM CTAPDMK OCTAHOBHJICH:

— BoT Mmosa xarTa...

ITogBona ¢ KosnmakoBmiM CBepHyJa H Ioexajla IO MATUKOH 3oJe.
TpefoBayioce HaliTH XOTh CTaphle ZOCKH M CKOJIOTHTBL Ipob.

— § cpenalo,— ckasan JlaBpyXuH.

— A teM BpeMeHeM MH BepHeMca. Uaem, Aca? Uiau cun Her? S xoren
6bl, 4TO6HI THI raAHyJMa. TaMm 6yrop ¢ Tononamu. Ha 6yrpe u moyokuTh Gul
Konnakosa.

— A KoMmeHAzartypa rae? — HanmoMHHJ O ce6e KOHBOHHBIM.

— Panom. 3Haere, geaymka, 6yrop ¥ Ha HeM — 4YeThipe TomoJas?

— A kak xe! fI ux u caxan. Toraa riasa MOM YYTOK NMOHMMAJIH.

— KW koMeHAaTypa TOYHO TaM, TOBapMIL JeHTeHaHT? — ONATH
CIIPOCHMJI COJNAAT AJIA HAaAEKHOCTH.

— Tam, Tam. Eme He AaAyT BEIPDEITH MOTHJIY IIO COCEACTBY C co6oii.

Tomossa yxke OTKPHIJIUCH — CTOAJIH He B PAA, & KyYKOM, JUCTHEB OBIJIO
MHOTO, M 3eJieHafd HX Tylla TpeNeTHO LiejiecTeja. 3aTO KOMEHAATYPHI
PALOM ONATH He OKa3ajloCh, M YNPAMBIA COJIAAT yBeJ CTapHKa, a 30TOB
YAUBUIICA:

— MtHe ke cam Konnakos ckasan! f 6osancsa, yro 6peBeH He HaGepeM,
M BeJleJl eMy 3TH TOIOJSA CBaJIMTh, eule C JOPOrH 3aMeTHJ HX. A OH
BepHyJaca u Josoxkuin: «Tam komeHzatypa». «[me?» «Bossne cammix
Tonoseil. Py6uth — Hu-Hu!» «Xopowo, CBOi Ke KOMEHAAHT, LOTOBO-
pumcsa». «Her, naoxo. OH Moiaopoii». «Kak Mosomoit, Tak mnaoxo?
Mounoanie MOJBOMHEI Ha CBOMX MJeyax Be3yT!» «Kro cnmopur? Ho, 6GuiBaer,
Kpuy4aT. BoT u BEI yk KpuuuTe». «[ls1s gesta GpeBHA HYKHBI, 8 HE TOMOJA».
«Ux neno — pacrtu. A GpeBHa Gyayr». U Hamesn Bexb. A TOMOJA crac.

— OT Te6sa? — yauBieHHO cnpocuia Acs.

— Ot MmeHsa. Bes koMeHAAaTypH.

— OH 6611 caM cebe KOMEHIAHT.

— YeTsIpex TOMOJIEHA.
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— Xorsa 65l.

— A MOXeT, ¥ Iopa y» JYMaTb O TONOJAX? — CIPOCUJ JIEHTEHAHT,
M eil XOTeJIOCh COTJIACHTHLCA M JaXe CKa3aTh «10pa», HO 3TO GLIJIO TAK HOBO
M CMeJIO, YTO OHA He pelIHach, a JHIIb NpoLIenTaia:

— Tal Aydure 3Haellb...

7

Bulnl feHb, KOTAa MaJIspuUs CHOBA pasryjsyiach Bpoje MnaJiava.
HencromuMoit JApoKbI0 OHAa KOJOTHJIA M3HYTPH, H Y¥XKe Ka3aJoch,
BBHITPAXHET AYyUlY, HO, BUAHO, OTJIOXKHKJA 3TO A0 Apyroro pas3a. 1 yrpom
PoMaHEHKO ONATh BHICKOGJMJICHA A0 CHHEBHI Ha IIeKaX M CTajJl HEMHJIO-
CepAHO LIJeNnaTh 10 HUM JIafOHSAMHU 4Yepe3 KaKAble IATb MHUHYT, YTOOBI
NMOpO30BeTh K NPHE3AYy KOMaHAHpa IOJKa.

Bnpouem, uro KacaeMo ero 6GaTajboHa, TO BepHee OBIJIO CKa3aThb,
K NMPHUXOAY: CIOJa He e3QHJM, a eABa Aobupaauck. U KomMaHIMDP MOJIKA,
JOBOJILHO TpY3HBIH, XOTb M HHU3eHbKHi, Maiiop, Ao6GpaBmMIHMCBH, ACJITO
M THAXKEJNO OTAYBAJICSA, He BIIAALIBASICH B €ro JIMIO, M IpexJae Bcero
CIIPOCHJI:

— Yajo pawms?

EaBa He KpukHYB Mapacyna, PoMaHeHKO NMpPHKAa3ajJl HOBOMY OpPJAH-
Hapuy noGhICTpeil TPUHECTH Yalo U yXKe MOHAJ, YTO 0COGEHHO pajoBaThCsH
He mnpuaerca. OO6GniYHO Maiop, mopy4yass eMy HeNpoCThie 3ajavM,
NpeAynpexXaan B pacyeTe Ha OTBeTHYI0O Mobuausauuio: e¢Pagyiicals

Ceitfuac, MoKa ero NOMOUIHHMKM CHAeNH C HavaJbHMKOM IuTaba 3a
KapTaMi, F'OTOBHJIMCh K pa3roBopy, oH xJjebajy yaii u >XajoBaJcsa:

— Jlopoxkka K TeGe!

— Jly4yuie He GnIBaer.

— TI'n6noe mecro!

«He cam s cebe ero Bubpan,— ropios, Aymaa PomaHeHko.— Xyaumuit
KYCOK MNOAJIOXKHMJM MHe IIJIaBHH...» B camom paeise, c3aau Owlja Tomb,
a mepenx 6aTrasbOoHOM Ha JOOGpPHIH KHJOMETp paccTeauyach riaybokas
M rojias BoJAa CO ILIETKOH BBIK)KEHHOro KaMbllla, HaJ KOTOPOiH BCIO HOYb
APYT 3a APY KO MOBHCAJIK M TasAJIM OCBETUTEJbHEIE PaKeThl. Beeit K u3HH,
ecJIM JOBeJeTcs ee MpPOXKHTh, He XBATHUT Ha YyJAMBJIEeHHe: KakK Arees,
MapacynoB u IIBILUKHMH OXOJIETM 3TOT OKeaH, NPOHMKJIH B 3aBOAb 3a
BpaXKecKo# naM6Goii M BBIBEJH OTTyZa JOAKY. KoHeuHO, AbILIaNHd CKBO3b
KaMBIUIHHBI, OKYHasACb B BOAY, HO €Ka3aTh-TO MPOCTO...

Maitop HamOMHMJI, YTO kKoMbaTa elle NPU3OBYT B MOJUTOTAEN] AUBH3HUH,
nUIIK o6 bACHEeHHe, KaK MOrub ero 3aMIOJIMT, &8 OHO CaMoe He3aTelnBoe:
1eJ TOT, KTO HUYEro He JiejlaeT, a 3TO BeAb BOWHA, TYT HeJlb3A HUYEro He
nenats. OH He nocwbinan CaHio AreeBa, HO U He OCTAHOBMJ €ro, 3aTO
COJIZATHI Ceifyac He TOJLKO 3aKJIeNna i KyCKaMH MeJH OT CHaAPAAHBIX THIb3
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ABIPH B 60pTax, HO M yrjleM HapHCOBAaJM HAa JIOJKe 3Be3ly M HANHUCAJIH:
«AreeB».

A MecTO, KOHEe4YHO, rubJoe...

ITosToMy HacTymaTh HAYHYT KHJIOMETPaX B ABYX CeBepHee, C MO3UIMMH
Apyroro 6aTajboHa, H ellle B HECKOJbLKHX KHJIOMeTpax I0)KHee, I'ie NJIaBHH,
HMCTOLASCh, IOANYCKAJIH K cebe JopoaHYyI0 cTaHuIly. Ee BO3bMYT coceqHue
YyacTH. A ero /Aejlo — NPOABJATHL OTHEBYIO AKTUBHOCTb, AJIA 4Yero emy
M MTO3BOJIMJIM COOPYAHUTH IJIaBaKOILyIo 6aTapelo, XOTS MUHOMETHI CTAHYT He
MeHee HYKHBI M Ha Cylle, XKAyIUeid UX BlepeaH, IOTOMY 4YTO NMYIIEK TyAa
cpa3y He MNOATAHelIb. 30TOBY HaKa3aTh, NyCTh MHHOMETH Gepexer,
nuoBen! A BooGuie...

— AKTHBHOCTBb TaKas, OyATO M THI Iepelles B aTaKy. BecnmpecTaHHO
KO4YeBaTh U CTpedATb. Beriniii, Geranit, 6eranit! Ina aToro panuu emy
naem. CKaxXH, 4yTh JIM He CaM s TPUBOJIOK! 3HAUYUT, CTPEJIATH TaK, 4T00 Ge3
npomaxal!

— IloHsaTHO.

— Bonpocm?

— Korga?

KoMaHIup MOJKa YYTh-4yTh pa3Bes PyKaMH.

— He Mbl HayHeM. Mu G6yzem nogaepkuBaTh. Bech GpoHT Gyner
NOAAEPKUBATH, UTOOKI MPOTUBHUK He NepebpocHJs TyJa HH JMBHU3NH, HU
MMoJIKa, HU POTHI, HX OJHOrO CTBOJIA.

CnpamuBaTh — KyJaa, 6u1J10 6Gecriosie3Ho, Ja Maiop, BO3BMOXKHO, U caM
He 3HAJI, HO BeJb AyMaTh He 3anpeTullb cebe. B THIINHEe 60OTHBHIX HOYEH,
CKJIOHASICh HAJl IBYXBEePCTKAMHU C KPACHBIMM U CUHMMH 3UrsaraMu, Mapar
PoMaHeHKO 4acToO 3aTeBaJl MOJYaJiUBble BOEHHBIE HIDHI, CTAHOBMJICS TO
HALUKM TeHepaJioM, & TO U TreHepaJOM IPOTHMBHMKA, JIOMaJ TOJIOBY
6ecrniomagHo, caM ¢ coboil HEyMOJMMO CIIOPHII...

OpHaKo, KOrja Ha4yaJoch, OH YECTHO pa3ikaJioBaJ cebs, MPU3HAB €CJIU
M reHepaJioM, TO HUKY/Ja He FOJHLIM. ITa TOYKA Jake M He o0AyMBIBaach
MM AJIS yAapa, KaK CaMblil yKpeIJIEHHBIH y4YaCTOK y Bpara M caMblil
pPacKaJIeHHBI# — TaM OroHb M WITYPMbI He 3aTuxanu. JleBwiit ¢aHr He
TONBKO 3AeLIHEero, a ¥ Bcero HeBooG6pa3umo AJNMHHOro ¢GpoHTa, NPOTH-
HYBIIETrOCS HA MHOTMe THICAYH KHJIOMETPOB 4Yepe3 PAaBHUHBI H BO3BHI-
IIeHHOCTH, ropoAa M JepeBHH, oT Besoro no YepHoro Mopeii.

3xecs, B KoHIe dpoHTa, cTrosan HoBopoceuiick. JIyyuie cka3aTs, JexXalu
ero pa3BaJIMHBI U IlemneJs, KaMAbli JeHb HarpeBaBUIMHCA 3aHOBO... 3a
Ilemecckoit 6GyxToii, B mNpeaMecTbe TropoAa, JAePKAaJH CBOIO 3eMJIIO
JeCaHTHMKH, yXKe NaBHO NPHUKOBHIBas K cebe BHUMaHue. OHH BhICAaAUIINCH
Ha YKpeNJIeHHBIH, IepeHaChIleHHbI# OrHeM, 3aMHHMPOBaAHHHIH Geper
C Z1ep30CThiO, Ka3aBlleiica HenpaBAONOAOOHON X BUAABIIMM BUABI JIOAAM.
Muorue kopa6Gau HeMIy yZAaBaJioCh MOAXKHIraThb MHHAMH, CHapsjaMH,
¥ YepHHIMM 3UMHMMH HOYaMH JECAHTHHKM IITYPMOBAJIH KPYThle OTKOCHI
NpPH CBeTe ropsIiMX Ha BOJIHE CBOMX XXe KaTepoB U MOTOGOTOB.
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OcBo6oskeHHas 3eMJs Obljla MaJjoi, ee TaK M Ha3BajJu — Maias.
HemMel rpo3uscsi, 4To 3a CyTKHM cODOCHT MaJjio3eMeJIblleB B MoOpe, a OHH
LepKaJIUCh y3Ke MMOYTH ABe TPeTH roja. B cBoe onpaBaanne — 06 3TOM elle
CaHs AreeB eMy paccKa3niBajl — HeMell Ha3blBaJl HX TO KOMMYHHCTaMH-
¢danaTUKaMH, TO TPHMKAB MOPDAKAMH, a 3TO ObliM, Kak nucaia ppoHTOBas
raszera, OOBLIKHOBEHHhIE TepOH, e€CJH, KOHEeYHO, BAPYr MOAYMAaJoCh
PomMaHeHKO, repou MOTYT GhITh OGLIKHOBEHHBIMH.

Kopoue: Majias 3eMJist Tak U BHCeJIa HAX KOPHAMHM roay6oro «aepesa»
tdamucTckoit 060POHKE 3aHeCEHHBIM TONOpPoM. OTYASBLIMCH CTOJNKHYTH
ReCaHTHUKOB B MOPe M OTZeJaThCA OT Tolopa Haj coboi, HeMel NPUHAJICS
ojeBaTh MAHUMPAMH AOTOB pa3BaJIMHBl Y EAHHCTBEHHOM IPHMOPCKO
noporu. Bcio BeCHy M JleTo OH CTapaTeJIbHO BPacTasl B 3eMJIIO JKeJe30M
u GeToHOM, MOKa He cYeJs 3AEUIHIOI 000POHY HENpPHUCTYITHOM.

A MMEHHO 3ieCh ¥ Ha4aJioCh. B3dB B COIO3HHUIIH HEOXKHAAHHOCTD, CIOAa
M yAapuJH eTomopom» Manoif nmox rpoM apTHIJIEPHHCKHX CTBOJIOB,
OXHUBWINX cpeau Houu. «Hy, uto xX,— cka3dan 6m Koanak,— gepeso
M BQJAT C KOPHA... XpaMOTHO». Jla HenmpocTo 3T0 66LJ10... HO Beib Ha BOiiHe
uHave U He OniBaer! IlyseMeTHHBIE IJ1a3a MPUCTAJIbHO CMOTPEJH B y3KHe
npopesu u3-mojJ 6eTOHHHIX JIGOB KOTOB, TAK JKe HeApeMJolle AeXYypPHUIH
HaroToBe NMyIIKXH ¥ TAHKHU. 3aUCKPHJIO, 3arpoxoraso.. Ha u3paHeHHbIe
npuyaiasl HoBopoccuiickoro nmopra TyT Xe BBICAZHJINUCH HOBHIE NECAHTHI,
4yToOB MOAAEPXKATH aTaKy. Bpajsn He OAMUH TOJBKO ropoA, TAK HadaJjcs
pa3BaJjl BCero KaMEHHO-XKeJIe3HOTO KaBKa3CKoro GpoHTa Bpara, AaJlbHUM
dnaHrom ysssulero B naBHAX, rae eMy, PoMaHeHKO, JOBEJOCh NPOXKUTH
U BeCHY H JIeTO...

KposonponutHeie Gou B HoBopoccuiicke He mNpekpamalanch, H,
HYX/JasCh B MONOJHEHHUH, MPOTUBHUK NOTAHYJ] TyAa COJAAT H OrHEBYIO
CHJy ¢ APYTrHX ydacTkoB I'ony6oit JHHHUM, HO 3TOrO MOMEHTa XJAaJH,
M B Jleslo BeTynuio 6ecriomagHoe B3aumojeiicTBue. IliaBHH 3arOBOPHIIH...

IIpopsiB B NJIaBHAX, IPO3AILUIl 3aXJIONMHYTh AOPOTH OTCTYIJIEHUS
¢ Tony6oit 1uHUHK, KO CHX NTOP BpoJe 6ul HaZeXHO#, caMo coboit, MaHHYECKH
nyraj Bpara. IIaBHM IIMPOKO HaBHCAJM HAJA 3THMH JOPOraMH, ¥ OblI0
TOHATHO, YTO B CTPaxe Nepej OKPYKeHHeM HeMell YIeIIUTCS 3a CBOM JaM6bl
He Ha XHU3Hb, & HA CMepTh. 3HAYUT, HACTYNaTh, ApaThbca! A npukas?

Bce nHU ¥ HOYH A0 3TOro 30TOB MACTEPHJI NMJIOTH. BpeBHa K GaHkKHeHk
IPOTOKE NMOABE3JH IO OJHOMY, CBA3aJIM MO TPHU-YeThIpe MITYKH H, CAeJaB
XOpOLIYIO AYTY MO BOJE, & 'ie ¥ NePeTaCKUBasA UX BOJIOKOM, KaK IPeAKH Ha
JPeBHMX PpeYHBIX MNyTAX MNePeTACKHBAJH CYJEHBbIUIKH, XOTOJIKAJIHCH
IeCTAaMH [0 CBOMX TMO3HULHHK. A yX 3hech, 3apaHee IOZOTHaHHBIE
U pasMeyeHHhle, co6payii, yCepAHO NpsdYa B KaMbIUIaX, IOTOMY 4YTO Haj
NJIaBHAMM, JUIIEHHbBIMU 3€HUTOK, C paccBeTa JOTeMHa HWJIM A0 MpHJeTa
HalWIUX UcTpebGuTeNel BUCENH «paMbl», QALIUCTCKHE CAMOJIEThbl C Pa3xBo-
eHHBIMH ¢dio3ensykaMu, pa3BeAYUKU-HAGIIOKaTENH.

Ha Bcak#uit cayyait, ecaim norondar ceiryac uiau B 6010, 30ToB nNpukasan
NNUHHBIMHM GeyeBKaMHM NMPHUBA3aTh K MUHOMETAM MOMJIaBKH OT phiGaliKux
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cereif. Packomasu UX B capae Ha KOJX03HOM JBope. B cnyuae Geam
nonJaaBKH, TeMHBIe, TOPUCTHIE, 3A0POBLIE, KAK OyXaHKH 4YepHoro xJjeba,
MOKAaXyT, OTKyJAa AOCTaBaTh MMHOMETHI.

Ha «cymkax», Ja’ke X Ha TeX, YTO OGBIJIM YYTh JIK He BIPHUTHIK K CBOei
nambe, ckiaaaniBaau MuHbL. IIpo 3amac. ¥YBuaes 3T1o, PomaHeHKO
B36y1ieBaJics:

— Buausko! PaccuutuiBaTh Hano!

— Pacuer Ha To, YTO Bnepex noigeM. Y6partn?

Pa3ronss KOHBYJbCHM NO JHLY, PoMaHeHKO ckasai:

— Crpensii, 30T0B, YTOGHl ¥ ABIIATH GLIJIO HEKOrZAA.

— Ects!

Cpeaun Houm JIaBpyXHMH IOJIYLIENIOTOM CIPOCHJ JeHTeHaHTAa:

— He cnurca?

— OTtkyzna B3aau?

— Taxk xkypuau onsats! U KpyTHTECH...

— Huuero npuaymaTh He Mory.

— Harosapusaere!

— He BoeHHas KOCTOYKA...

— A nonsaBru? JTO XK royoBoi Hafo 6bIJIO COOGPA3HUTD, & AJIA ITOTO
TroJIOBY UMETh.

— A 3TO Kak pa3 He 4...

— A kT0?

— JHMecauTHuku ¢ MaJsoit. OAUH apTHJIJIEPHUCT BCe YeThIpe MyLIKH Ha
Geper KOCTABHMJI TaK.

— Kak?

— Houslo, Korga nmoaxoauau K Gepery, ero MOoTOOOTHI C NYLIKaMH
nmoronunau cHapagamu. OroHb CIUJIOIIHON, He mnpopBaThcss. Ho 3ToT
KOMaHAHUDP KO BCeM IyIIKaM 3apaHee BeJjieJ IMPHUBA3ATh IOMJIABKH,
X YyTPOM — Ha Tebe, MJIABAIOT roJiy0YUKH M MOKA3BLIBAIOT, rae MyIMIKH,—
BuiHuMait! M gocranu Bcio Garapero co gHa Mopckoro. Ilenyio!

— E-mo0é! Bor ato komaHaup!

— A s JexXy u AyMalo,— B3JOXHYJ 30TOB,— HeMel OyJeT cTapaTbcs
coKedb HAC, IOTONMHUTH, 3ACTABUTHh 3aTKHYTLCH...

— 3akoH 6os.

— A MBI He uMeeM mnpaBa mnoru6arts, JlaBpyxuH. ITosxke — Toxe He
X0o4ercs, KOHEYHO, HO JIafHO YK, 4epT Bo3bMHu! A 3Jech, B NJIaBHAX, He
uMeeM!

— Eme 6! I'maBHas mMomp 6aTanboHa.

— He rnasuas. EauHcTBeHHas... He muMeem mnpaBa mnorubath,—
¢ pocanxoit moBropus 3oToB.— Takoit nycrak!

— E-mo0é! Ecnu 6 kKTo u3o6pesi, Kak ylejeTh Ha BoiiHe, eMy 6 3a 3TOT
MYCTAK OTJMJIM MaMATHHUK U3 YUCTOTO 30JI0TA, A AyMalo...

Acio 3a 3TH JHM OH BHJeJ oAuH pad. CiyuaifHO UM HET, HO OHAa BAPYT
NosABHJIACH 34 CIIHHOM, U OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO.
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— Bawm yero, ITaHkoBa? — OrJIAHYBIUHMCH, CIIPOCUJI ee NPU COJIAATaXx,
a MOTOM MOACTYNHJ MO MATHIM KouKaM.— Acsa! Tebe uero?

OHa cMOTpeJla Ha Hero TakK, TOYHO MOAONIJA JMIIbL JJA TOTO, YTOOHI
yCJBIIIATH, KAK OH Ha3oBeT ee. U Bce.

— Huuero.

— Ho T TyT 3auem?

— A? Mumo.

Hu crnoBa He ckasaB 6oJibllue, OHa Iowsa, yas6asce. Acs yan6anack.
He6niBaoe! OH BepHyJics K CBOMM, a KOTJa BHOBb IOMCKAJl ee rjia3aMHy,
4yTOOBI elle pa3, XOTh BCKOJIb3b, YBUAETh B KAMBIIIAX Yy3eHLKYIO TaJHIO,
NMepexXBauyeHHYI0 4Yepecyyp IIMPOKHM JAJsA Hee DeMHeM, YBHUAeN OAHH
KaMBIIIH.

8

Kak Bcerza, pei’kasi JyHa BCIJBIJIA Hajk TNJIaBHAMH M IOKaTHJIACh
6e3JOMHBIM LIApPOM, pa3bpachiBad OTpa)KeHHA, Korza 6aTajlboH OTKPHLI
OrOHb, NMPOSABJIAA CBOIO aKTHBHOCTh. Cyan6a! PoMaHeHKO MaTepHicCi...

¥Yixe rpeMesio ¢ ceBepa M ¢ Iora. Bapa6aHHO CTy4YaJIlH TaM NyJieMeTHl.
Tyn MHOXHJICA M pa3pacTrajicsi, Boja, Kak ocoboe 3epkaJsio, oTpa)xaja
3BYKU sipye 3emiau. Tam, BepHO, y»Ke Opajiuch 3a HIaTKHe KaMBILIOBHIE
IIJIOTHKH M 32 JIOAKH, & €My TOJIBKO CTPeJaATh... CTpesasanu MHOTO — H MBI,
¥ HeMel| OTBe4aJl, TAKOI OTOHb BeJIH, YTO AaXKe KOMaphl HCUE3JIH OT CTpaxa.

3oroB BeIGpas cebe HabGiaOAAaTEeNbHBIM NYHKT HenogaJjeky ot Poma-
HEeHKO M pYKoBoauJ cTpeabboit mo paauo. C TpeckoM pBajach ThMa,
U BBICTPeJIBl HeH36e3KHO BLIPUCOBBIBAJIU HA MOJIOTHHIIE HOYH CXeMBI 06enx
06opoH. IIyseMeTsl 06HaXKHJIK cBOM yOeKHIa, H, MOJb3ysCh 3THM, 30TOB
cTapaJjicd HaKPHITh HX. XOTh U He KpHYaJl, a OXpHI, 6e3 KOHIla MOBTOPAA:

— Beraslit orons!

A MoxeT 6bITh, U KPHUYAJ HEBOJIBHO.

IIoHsaTHO, OGHAakaNH ceGA U ero MMHOMETYMKH, H Bce GIMIKe K HUM
najgajii Bpa)XeCKHe MHUHBI, BU33Ka M POA BOAY CO CBUHAYHLHM YIMOPCTBOM.
Ho nioToB Tam yxe He 6nly10. Onpenensia GBICTPOTY YYKO# peaKlUHd KakK
OBl MHTYHTHUBHO, 8 He [0 XPOHOMeTpY, 30TOB OllepexaJ Bpara, ycrneBaJ
ybupaTh CBOM 3aXJieCTaHHBIe BOZOM mJuoTel. Kouys, ero MHUHOMETH
OKHMBaJX B HOBOM MeCTe M ONATH YCKOJb3aJH paHble, 4YeM Ha HHUX
o6pyLInBaJics BOPOX 4yKHUX MHH. [IpusoBunicsa. Y eme kaneasKy BesJo,
IOJIXKHO OBITH.

U eue, kKak oH HH xpabpuJiica B HO4YHOM Gecese ¢ JIaBpyXMHBIM, 3a
XKAaMXA0i mobeabl CMYILIEHHO NPSATAJOCh caMoe IIPOCTOoe XKeJaHue — XKUTh
mocJjie BCeX 3TUX IHGJIBIX MecCT.

Jlogka «AreeB» MeTanach IO IJIABHAM, NOJABO3f MHHBI K IIJIOTaM,
4 TPEeCK ee MOTOopa IJIOX B HeyMoJYHo# naabbe. Kakoit ypoxait ¢ o6enx
CTOPOH Bce BpeMsA cobupaJsia CMepTh, He OCThIBas Ha JieTy! YUeTnipe orueBnle
TOYKH Ha Toit Aambe, Mo KpaiiHell Mepe NOJOBHHA U3 OTKPHIBIIUX cebGs 3a
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HOYb, 3aMOJIYAJ M OT HAIIMX MHMH, MOKeT, H HaBcerAa, ¥ panusa PoMaHeHKO
noJ0kuna 06 ociaGieHHH OrHA KOMAHAHUPY MOJKA, GhIBIIEMY B COCEHEM
6aTaiboHe, & OH MOXBAJIMJ BCEX M NepeAall, YTO JMYHO 30TOBY OOBABIAET
6aarogapHocTb. M Bech CKas.

He poxpaBmMCh HHYEro omnpeAesieHHee M npuberas K IJI0XO
MAaCKHUPYIOLLIEeMY OTKPHTYI0O pedub CJOBeCHOMY KaMmyduaaxy, PomaHeHko
CIIPOCHMJI, MOXKET JIM OH BRICTYNHTh Ha coOpaHHM, IIOTOMY 4YTO €My,
KajXeTcsd, eCTh YTO CKa3aTh. OH MPOCHJ pa3pellleHUs Ha aTaKy, yBepaAs, 4TO
Yy Hero e¢Bce OOAyMaHO JJIA pedds, TO €CTb HMEIOTCHA IJIOTHKH,
3aroTOBJIEHHHE AJIA NepenpaBh, 8 Mafop OTBeTHJI, YTO <«aNJOAMPOBATH
6yZeT HEKOMY», YTO 3HAYMJIO: JAJIA PAa3BHTHS ATaKH HeT pe3epBa, yxKe
NPHAAHHOTIO APYruM.

Buino 3T0 mepes caMmM paccBeTOM, KorAa cTpeab6a BHIHYKAEHHO
NMOYTHXJIa, OCTHIBAJIO OpPyXKHe H JIOAM mepeabnixanu. A PomaHeHKoO
HepBHHYAJ. 30TOB MOAEIUJICA C KOM6ATOM HOBHM pPelIeHHEM — Pa3ABOHUTH
CBOIO POTY, NMOJIOBHHY OCTABMTbL B KAMMIIAX, & APYryI0O NOATAHYTH MOYTH
K OTKpPHITO BoZe. Toraa pasHHM B3BOAAM MOXKHO OyZeT BecTH OroHs M3
Pa3HBIX MeCT H B pa3Hoe BpeMs, NPHKPHIBaA APYr Apyra. A HeMua CBsXKeT
3Ta, KAK CKA3aJl JiedTeHaHT, HOBAA MeTOAa.

PoMaHeHKO MaxXHyJI PyKoil, Aaxke 3a6nB nepeaaTh eMy 6aroxapHocTh
oT KoMaHAMpa noika. Ecau 6ul ataka! Ilpurogminace 6H M «MeTOZa».

— OTaoxHH.

Ho ¢ oTamXx0oM HHYero He BHIIIO. Ha 3TOT pa3 nepBuIM OTKPLIJ OrOHb
NPOTHBHHK, ellle pa3 ROKa3aB, 4TO Ha ero aambe peilicTByer Ha Tpu
nmyJjieMeTa MeHbIe. A YeTBepTHi U6y 3aMeHHIH, JIH60 MOYMHHUIH, HO OH
ouyHyJca. YyTh paHbIIe OXHJHM Hall ceBep M IOr, TAM MPOAOJKAJIach
NONBITKA NMPOABHHYTHLCH, Yero He yAAJNOCh B MUHYBIIYI0O Houb. M rm6ioe
MeCTO TOXKe 3aCTPOYHJIO, 3a6yXaJsio. 30TOB MOCTYIIHJI, KAK CKa3aJs KkoMbarTy,
M 3TO MNOKA NPHAABMJIO Bpa’XeCKMe MHHOMETHhl, GyATO HeNpephLIBHOMH
XBATKOMH CXBATHJIH KPHKYHOB 3a IOpJIO.

Tak NPOMXHIHK ellle AeHb H elle Bedyep. 3a IMOJHOYL Ha pgambe, 3a
Pa3JIMBOM, KANIMTAJBHO YMOJKIJIH ellle ABa nysemera. To Jm UX JocTanu
30TOBCKHE MHHEI, AyMaJ PoMaHeHKo, To Jin X cHAJIH Aas HoBopoccHiicka,
TakKoro gajexkoro U 6imuskoro. Yepe3d 6e3xoporkHble IJIABHU, Yepe3 BOAY
Hajzo OBIJIO MATH, MATH, 4YTOOGN mNOAZEepKaTh 3THM HOBOPOCCHMHIEB,
npobusBmux nepsulie 6pemn B pamncTckoit 06opoHe, ¥ caMuM BHOpaThCa
HaKOHell M3 MHHJIBIX Tomel.

A cneBa ¥ cmpaBa BTOPYIO HOYb IPOXOTAJI0O BCeé Ha TOM XKe MecCTe.
IIpoTuBHMK yXBaTHJICA 3a CBOM AaMOBI LienKo.

Y nmpoumu emie yTpo M AeHb, M JIHIIb K HOBOMY Beuyepy PomaHeHKoO mo
pPaAuo MPHHAJ OT KOMaHAHPA MOJKA Napojb aTAKH M OTKPHITHI TEKCT —
xaun! IlonarHo. Yeit-To peseps, yke, HaBepHO, TPOHYBIIMICS IO Boje,
nepeaaBajca emy. TOJbKO OH BHINIPAMMJICSH, YTOOH MO3BaTh 30TOBa, KAK
TOT CaM BO3HHMK M BBIAOXHYJ:

— AreeB noru6!
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— Kaxk-uubyap 3T0 yxe He HOBOCTb! — 060371eHHO oTO3Basica Poma-
HeHko.— Twl B ce6e?

— Jloaka! — monpaBuJICA JIGATEHAHT.

U PomaHeHKO YyTh 3a roJIoBy He cxBaTwics. Jloagka, mocTaBisBIIas
MHHB K IJIaBalOIIUM MHHOMETaM, JIerKO M OBICTPO HAXOAMBIIAA HX
B KaMBIIIaX, TAK U JleTaBIIas Ha CBOeM MOABECHOM MoTope... Her ee! OH
ellle NMepeXXUBaJ yaap, Kak GyATo B Hero caMoro ImomnaJjio, a MBICIH yKe
uckaau 3ameHy. Kakawiit 6oit — 3To ellle M NMOMCK 3aMeHBI: 4YeJIOBEKY,
OPYXKHIO, 3aMBICITY...

Hy, neiiTeHaHT, KAK HapOYHO, BBHIOPAJ MNOAXOAAILYI0O MHUHYTY AJA
cBoero Becejoro coobmenus! («CBosiour kakasn!») Ho B Goio MHoroe
cily4aercsi, KaK HapO4YHO, H, CJymas 30ToBa, NpejJaraBuIero IMOKa
3aMEHHUTh JIOAKY KAaMBIIIOBBIMH IIJIOTHKaAMH, PoMaHeHKo mnorpeGoBaJ
HeMeJJIeHHOH CBSAA3M C KOMaHAMPOM IOJIKA, YTOOKI M3BECTUTH ero o6 arToi
morepe. Omepanus B rubJoM MecTe y’Ke IepepacTaja MacuTabu
6aTasboHa. KoMaHAMD MoJIKa NOJIXKEH 3HATH...

Mexay TeM JIeHTeHAHT IOBOPHJI He TOJBKO O MJIOTHKAaX, HO IPOCHJI
H Jojeil, y Hero 6uiin y6uThle H paHeHble. Xopowo eile, YTO MHHHBIE
CKJIaAbl MOKyJAa He B30PBAaJHMCh!

— Tal cyacTAIHBYMK, 30TOB! — CcKa3as KanuTaH, Kak Ha IIpoToke.—
XoTs ¢ MUHaMu y Tebs1 B mopaznke!

OAHAKO M C MUHAMH NMOPAAOK GBI HEMOJHHI. 3anacel ucTOLaNdUCh. OT
HHX CKOPO HHYero He OCTaHeTCs, €CJH BOT TAK M TOJKATHCSA Ha OXHOM
MecTe, IPOABJIAA JIMIIb OTHEBYI0O aKTHBHOCTb. M muoTel yrpob6ar! Hemerg
npu 10605 BOBMOXKHOCTH BCe YCHJIeHHee OUJI 10 BoJe, PACIIBHIPUBAA MUHBI
¥ ABHO OXOTHACH 3a NMJIOTAMH, O CYLIECTBOBAHMH KOTOPHIX AOrajajics MO
6BICTPOIf M YacTOil mepeMeHe OTHeBHX. BAPYr JeliTeHAHT cKa3aJ, 4ToO cam
coxxker cBoio OGarapelo. Tak u ckasan. Oxa3wmiBaeTcd, OH C yTpa
pacrnopaamniCca BA3aTh JOMXKHbIE MJIOTH U3 MOJYCTHUBLINX GpeBeH U JOCOK-
MOACTHJIOK, ellie AepPXKaBIIHXCA Ha CTapHX MO3UIMAX, HA GPOLIEHHBIX
«CyLIKax», U Telepb Npexynpexaaa Kombara:

— Bynzem B3pHIBATBCA M ropeTh AJIS HeMla, He NMyraiTech.

K J70KHBEIM MJIOTAM NPUBA3AJH TOJOBhIE IIAIIKH, 4YTOOHI B3OpBATh
B HYKHBIIt MOMeHT. HeT, 3TOT JIeiiTeHaHT He TOJIBKO CYACTIMBYMK, HO H He
COBCEeM MycTas roJjioBa...

Yro ke Tak aonro moxnser pesepB? I'ze on?

¥Yxoas B TeMeHb ¥ THIIb YKPBITH, MUHOMETYMKH B30PBAJIH MOKyAa TPH
JIOKHBIX TWIoTa. Il1aMaA OCHIAJIO MCKPAMM CYyXHe NOPOCAM U INO-3aAYbH
3a6k0 Apoxxaso Ha BoAe. YerBepThlit 6ecCMBICJIEHHBIMH 4YypKaMH
M LIeNKaMH PacChiNajcA HaJ KaMBIIIAMH OT Yy K0if MUHEI PaHbllle, YeM ero
B30pBaJid CBOM, M YHeC ellle ABe dKU3HHU, TAK U He JOXKJaBIIHECS TBEPAOro
Gepera.

Tam, Ha Bpakbeit 1ambe, N0X0XKe, Bcepbe3 MOBEePHJIH, YTO pa3fesauch
¢ HauIMMHU MuHOMeTaMH. M yike He HCKaJIM UX. A OHH BRIBOAHJIMCH MTOYTH
K OTKDBITOH BoJe, YTOOB mepece4yb ee BCJeJ 3a NMEeXOTOH, rOTOBHBIUelcA
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K CBOeil HeOOLIYHOM aTaKe,— I10 /|Ba YeJIOBEeKa Ha IIaTKOM IJIOTHKeE, U LI1eCT
cHayajia y TOro, KTO NMOCHJILHEMH.

HakoHel, KOMaHAMD IIOJIKA CKBO3b KaMBIII CaM INpUBEJ CBeXHit
GaTanboH HAa GapKacax, 06JI0’KeHHBIX KAMBILIOBBIMH AJOPOXKKAaMH, KOTOPhIEe
canepsl Ha3bIBAJIM LITYPMOBHIMM MOCTHKAMH, UX PaCKaTBLIBaJH MO BOJE,
a MOKa OHH OBIJIM CBEePHYTHI... Mailop BuI3BaJ JeliTeHaHTa 30TOBA H OTAAN
eMy CBOIO JIOAKY AJIA IIOABO3KM MHH K IIJIOTAM C MHHOMeTaMHU. BHIJI OH
YTOMJIeH TeMH 6eCCOHHBIMM HOYaMH, B KOTOPhIe ITOKa He yAaJIoCh BRIMTH U3
nJyaBHeM, U XOTA CKa3aJ, YTOOHI JIeHTEeHAHT BepTes B CBOei 'MMHacTepKe
ABIDKY AJIA OpJeHa 3a IIaBaollyio 0aTapeio, GblJ MpH 3TOM uepecdyp
yrpiom.

30TOB Ke IOAYMaJ, 4YTO AO pacCBeTa I[IeXOTA MOXeT OBJaJeThb
3nonony4yHoit nam6oif, KoTopasd HaMo3oJMJIa rja3a 3a BeCHy H JeTO,
TeMHed NOJA COJIHUEM M Tasd B HOYaX MU TyMaHaX, H MHHOMETYHUKH TOXKe
HAaKOHel| CTYNAT Ha 3Ty AaM6y, ZOrHaB CBOIO MEXOTy, H TOrAa OH YBUAHUT
Aco... «TosbKo 6Bl OHa OGnljia KHBA MOCJE ATAKH, TOJBLKO OHI..»

Hemern 3atux. IToxoxe, yBepeHHHI# B CBoeii 6e30maCHOCTH, DeIIMJ
OTOCNATBLCA 34 NpeAbIAYLIMe HOYM H Jake He IYCKAJ OCBEeTHTEJNbHBIX
paKeT. A NJIOTHKH ye MOIIJIM B TUIUMHe.. MHHOMeTHl MOMaJKHWBaJH,
6yaTo MX, H MpaBAa, He OCTANOCh B KUBHIX. IlIoTMKHM npomau Gosble
MOJIOBHHBI CBOEro MYTH, KOraa ¢ AaMObnl, K KOTOPOi OHH NMPHGIMIKATUCE,
CYMaTOLIHO B3MeTHyJlaCh NepBasi paKeTa, W paHbllle, YeM ee LIMMNEHHUe
CTaJjIo CBeTOM, 30TOB BHIIYCTHJI CBOIO KPACHYIO PaKeTy — CHTHAJ TOro, YTO
MHHOMETYHKAM, HANPAXKEHHO KAaBUIMM 3TOI'0, XBATHT AEP’KATh MUHKEI Ha
BeCy, & MOXXHO ONYCKaTh MX B TPYOHI.

Bce 6ni10 HACTOJBKO HEypO4YHO AJisS Bpara, YTo OH HHMKaK He Mor
OMOMHHUTHCA. A NJIOTHKH, BO3HUKasd B OJiecke pa3phIBOB, yiKe KacaJluCh
naJekoit 4aM6ul. OHM Kak OHI nascaJu Ha BoAe, H 30TOB NMOHSJ, YTO 3TO
Bpa’XeCKHe Pa3phIBbl pPa3GoJITa i HOYHYIO BOAY, M CTDPeJisij, CTPeJsaa Io
naJleKUM 3apHULAM, a roroc PoMaHeHKO CJIafOCTHO PyraJjici B PaauHOTpe-
cke u Tpe6oBan: «Orusa! Ewme orus! Ta-ra-tal..» U 3T0 oTHOCHIOCH
U K 30TOBY M K TsXKeJhIM MHHOMETaM, KOTOphie NMPHUOLIIM C pe3epBOM,
3aHAJM «CYIIKH», OTMeYEeHHEIE Ha KapTe KaK NIPUTOAHEIe, H yiKe CTPeJIsiH,
B3abixas rynako. ['omoc PoMaHeHKo BoBce OTJeTes, 3aMoJdajJ M BAPYT
npopesasjicd AOHENIb3A HMCKAXKEHHBIM M JOJIOKMJ KOMIIOJKA, YTO MOYTH
Bech GaTanboH yKe Ha aambe. U on cam Ha nambGe.

Tyana ceityac Xe yujia HoBasi BOJIHA Jiofeit Ha 6apkacax, KOTOphie
CKOpPO BEPHYJMCh M elile B3SJHM COJAAT.

Bce npousouisio, Ka3ajnock, jerde, 4eM kK aajJu. MoxkeT, mpocTo HeMer,
MOHeC HOT'H CO CBOeil AaMOEI, MOTOMY UYTO IOXKHBIe YaCTH yXKe BOPBaJIUCh
B crauuny? Ho ckopo y3Ha/H, YTO OTYAAHHHEIM KOHTpyAapoM ¢alIucThl
BRITECHMJIM MX M3 CTAHHLBI. A NOTOM, KOria MHMHOMETYHMKH, NepeceKas
pas3JiuB, LIECTAMM OTTAJKHUBAJH H OTTAJKUBAJH OT cebs nmycThie NMIOTHKH,
MOHSAJIM, CKOJIBKHX rubioe MecTo HaBek B3sayio cebe. Ha aToit kopoTkoii,
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B CYUIHOCTH, Zopore. U paHbiie, 4eM nmojowau K JambGe, caMuU OCTaBHJIHU
NOA BOJOH OAMH CBOM pacyer.

ITexoTa GecnpepbIBHO NIPOCHJIA MO PaAUO OTHs, U 30TOB Pa3BEePHYJI ABa
cBoux «6oeBhIXx Kopabias», 4uTo6nl oTo3BaThCA He cJyoBaMHu. Crpensanu
noaro. FosoaHEle MUHOMETYMKH Ja’Ke LMIYTHIM, YTO CKOPO KHIIKU K CIIMHe
npukJeaTcss. B mymMHoM ryse 6os Aoseres 3ajn IIECTHCTBOJBLHOrO
MHHOMETa, KJOKOYa HaJ BOJONH B3BH3rMBaIOIIMM XOXOTOM, M OAHMH M3
[JIOTOB HCYe3 B Pa3phiBe, U... HY JIOAeiH, HH MHUHOMETa, HU NMoNJaBKa. 30TOB
BHJAEJ, KaK MeTpax B ABAALATH OT Hero M3 BOABI BHIHBIPDHYJ TOPALIUH
o0610MOoK GpeBHA, OH elle NJKLIJI CTOHMS.

3aBTpakaJ M Ha BpakKecKo aambe. JIpyr Ha Apy»KKe JeXKaJdH TYT
MepTBhIe B THMHACTepKaX, NoOJIeKIIUX OT COJIHIIA M BOJABI, H B MyYHAHDaX.
B o6uieM HaBaJle TeJ MOA rPY30M coceleil Y KOro-To BCKUHYJIach PyKa, a TO
u ABe, OyATO CXBaTKa MPOAOJIKANACE.

PoTHBIM cTapliMHA, AOTHABIIMU C CYXHMM MaiKOM, KOPMMJ JOAeH
BeTYMHOM, KasaBueiica Ha pegKocTb BKycHoii. Ha kapre, koropyio 30oToB
H3y4aJ 3a 3aBTPaKoOM, GeJjible MATHA 3eMJIH elle YCATHJIHCH roay6oit
mrpuxoBkoii. lo Temproka 3ems 6u1aa B rony6uix cerax. U 30oToB peurna
TOKa He PacCTaBaThCA C MJIOTAMH, KAK C TPAHCIIOPTOM XOTs Gbl, YTOGH He
TAaIMTh MHHOMETHl Ha CBOMX cHHHaxX. J[o)KeBbiBas, COJNAATH HEBOJIBHO
pacTtsaruBajguch Ha 3emie. Hago nogHumats, a To 3acHyT! OaHaKo H caMm
MOJIOKMUJI MOJ TPYAb CBEPHYTYIO INJIAH[-NAJATKy M YPOHHJ TOJIOBY Ha
COrHYTHIe PYKH J6OM — MHHYTY, Ja’Xe MeHblue!

— ... oTkyaa y kpoxu cuiam?

— BoJsokeT koro-to... Bnparaace somajgkoii.

— E-mo0é! 910 x Acsa! Bcranu, pas-gsa!

JIMb npu cioBe ¢« AcA» JEATEHAHT TAXKeJO NMOAHSJ IOJIOBY H PHIBKOM
pasoApaJ KeJie3HBI IIOB, COMKHYBIIMH rijasa.

BcyHyBmiMch B meTI0 W majas BIepej BCEM TeJIOM, Ka3aBIIMMCSH
OTCIOAA UIpYLIEYHHIM, ACS TAHyJia CBOH rpys, Aepxkach OJMXKe K Kpaio
AaMObl, rie 3eMJisa OblJla MOKpee M TAXeCTh NMOAAaBajach MOCyIIHEH.
JlaBpyXuH U ele ABa congara npubauxanuck k Ace. Ckopee! HakoHelg
JIaBpyXHH CMeHUJ ee B MeTJie, 8 ABOE B3SJIMCh 3a TSXKM MO CTOPOHaM.

B snoake-BOJIOKY1Ie, CKOJIOUEHHON M3 AOCOK M OYEHb IOXO0XKeil, YeCTHO
ropopsd, Ha rpo6, yiexkan OAMH paHeHH, a Ha Ilaul-MaJlaTKe APYTroif,
nokpynHee. CBA3aB BepeBOYHBIH THAMXK C YIrJIOM IJall-MajaTkKd, Acs
u TaHyna. Ee c¢ canurapom ManaxoBeiM BoeH(enbAlLIED OCTABHJI,
OKa3bIBaeTCH, MPOUTUCH MO AaMbe ¥ NMPOBEPUTH JIEKABLIMX: y Hee GHIJIO
ocofoe yyThe Ha ellle XUBHIX. BoT, ogHOro Hauujaa...

— A BTOpOII? — cnpocun 30TOB.

Ha nanaug-nmanaTke jJexas cam Masaxos, oH AaBHO OblJI paHeH, HO elle
HOCHMA APYTHUX, IOKa He cBaJnicA. OHM oBe3H ACIO M PAHEHBIX Ha CBOEM
NJOTYy 4Yepe3d BoAy 3a paam6oii, M mnoka IJLIJIH, 30TOB coobpasui
¥ CKOMaHAOBAJ:
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— Crapunna! HakopMuTs canuHeTpykKTOpa!

3anoMHUNIOCh, C KaKoil oXoroi AcsA ena, pacnyckas BeTYHHY Ha
AJIMHHbIE HUTH...

3a Bopoil, Ha Gepery, OTKpHJIAacCh NajaTKa ¢ KPACHBIM KPECTOM.

9

IInaBHM KOHYAJIMCh HEYCTYNMYHMBO M HenyTeBo. ToJbKO mMOKa)eTcs
KpolueuHass paBHHHKa BpoOJe MNOJA, KAaK OHA yXXe B IpsA3b MCTOINTaHa
NeXTypoii, TOPONUBIIEiiCcA K cTaHUIle. POMaHeHKO MojoueN K nocjiegHeMy
XyTOpYy Nepej CTaHHULed U moTpeGoBan OrHA. A MHMHOMETYHKH KaK pa3
BIJIbIBaJKH B 03epo. Hy uro x... Eme pa3 ¢ Boasbl.

O3epo rycro obiyenusa rpssdb, 0 OAHY PYKY CTOAJ KaMbilul, a IO
APYTryI0O TOPOIJIMBO, KaK Ha BOAOMNOM, cberaysa gopora yepe3 NpubpexxKHyI0O
JIyKalKy, MOXOXYI0O Ha CeJbCKH masaxK. MoxkeT ObITh, KOrZa Ha 3emJie
Oblyla MUpHaA XXU3Hb, clofa Npuberaju KynaTbCa M3 XyTopa.

EnBa OTKpBIIM OroHb, HeMell Orpbi3HyJicA. Cepus OTBeTHBIX MHH
HHKOro He yOHJIa, HO CMaxXHyJa B Bo4y Bech pacdeT JIaBpyXxuHa u ocTaBuJa
Ha MYTHOMH ITOBEPXHOCTH 03epa, 6JIM3 KaMbllllel, HeMOABHIKHbIi NMONJAaBOK,
Tyro HaTAHYBHIHH OGedeBy. ITo O6bIO Tak o6uaHo, uro JlaBpyxmuH,
OrJIOXUINH OT B3phIBa, OpaJl, yTeulas:

— E-mo08é! JocraHeMm, neiiTeHaHT!

CTaHHIla IPHXKKUMAJIACh K MOPDCKOMY JIHMAaHYy, BRITAHYBIIEMY FOpPJIOBH-
HY K L1yMy BoJIH. U3 niaBHe#l MoolJIo HeMaJloe BOMCKO, HO C HeGonbLUInM
OrHeBBIM 3anacom, U 6ol M3-3a 3TOro HUKAK He MOr HabpaTh CTpeMHTeJb-
HO# cunbl... Ha BTOphle CYTKH B3si/IM HaKOHel| CTAHMILy, ¥ B Heil maxJo
MopeM, & HajA KpbIIIAaMH NOJypa3GUTBIX XaT, JIerKO NPOH3as BO3AYX
OCTPbLIMH KPBIJILAMH, peAsn YaiKu. OHH IOJIOCHCTO KpHYaJIH O KAKHX-TO
CBOMX NTHYBHMX 3a00oTax, a AyMasoch, YTO NPHUBETCTBOBAJIM IKHUTeNe,
BO3BpAllaBIUUXCA K IMOJIYCTHHUBIUMM CTYNEHsIM, 1O KOTOPbIM KOrAa-To
c yTpa no Beuyepa Oerasia AeTBopa.

Konsibenu, npesBpaljeHHBIe HYXAOW B TeJeKKH C CAMOAEJBbHBIMH
KoJiecaMH, TAYKH, MOBO3KH, 3aNpPs>KeHHble CYACTIMBBIMHU JKEHUIHHAMH
C U3MY4YEeHHBIMH rja3aMu u 0e33y60 ynsiGalOIMMHCA CTapHKaMH,— Bce
3TO KATHJIOCh M3 KaMbllle K CcTaHuue. Bu3r KoJsec, MOCTOAHHBIN
¥ HeCMUPSEeMBIi 3JeCh OT ChIPOCTH, He OGpBIBaJICH...

HaOuBlunucer B CTaHUYHBIE XaThl pPaHbllle XO03feB, COJNAAThl BaJIMJIMUCh
C HOT M, KaK caMble HeJoJITMe F'OCTH, 3achbiNajiu Ha moJjy, 3a6siB noecTs. Bo
BCE€X 3THMX, HEKOTAa NOCTPOEHHBLIX AJIS 4YeJIOBeYeCKOro CYyacThbsA JOoMax,
a Tenepb MOJYAOMAaX He ObIJIO HUKAKHX MOCTeJieid, U CONJAATHI MO ONBITY
nepBOGLITHOM AOOPOTHI, 3aJIOKEHHOM B HMX BOEHHOM ObiTe, NMOMOraJiu
TOBapHILAM yCTPauBaThCA MOyAoGHee, BMeCTO NMOAYLIEK MOACTABAAA APYr
APYTY NJIeYH, dKUBOTHI, JIOKTH M KOJIEHH.
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OYHYBIIHCH OT IPUKOCHOBEHHS N1€PBOM KAIJIU CBeTa, 30TOB BCKUHYJICH,
C OrJaAxKoH o0oCcBOGOAMN CBOM pPYKM H HOTM U3 00BATHI Apyrux
MHUHOMETYHKOB, Pa3bIiCKaJ U NpHHAJICA 6yauTh JlaBpyxuHa. XoTh CTpesit
Haj yxom! CepauThCs Hayal, TYT Ke OCTAHOBUB cebs, OZHAKO, NPOCTOM
ucruHo. JlioAM NPHUBHKJIM, TOHaYany O6e3pacCyfHO, NOAYMHATHCHA
KomaHzAe. Ee He OBiylo, a Ha TaKHe BOT TOJYKH M TOAEPrUBaHHUA IOC]e
1eJIOTO JieTa B IM6JIoM MecTe rpex ofpaijaTh BHHMaHHe.

HaxkoHen JlaBpyXuH pa3JienmuJ rjasa, TOYHO 3To OBJIO TpyAHeli Bcero
Ha 6es1oM cBeTe, ¥ OTIIOJI3 K CTeHe, Y KOTOPOi Kydeil JIexkaau canoru. 30Tos
1IENOTOM, AO CMEIIHOrO HEHYXXHBIM B 3TOM OOGHMTENH COJIZATCKOro CHAa,
cnpocun, GYAMTH JIH eme KOro HMJHM MNONpo6yioT BHITAILHTHL MHHOMET
BABOEM.

— IHonpo6yem,— orBeTHs JIaBpyXHH, OKAHYMBAA BO3HIO C MOPTAHKA-
MH M 3eBad.

Emy noHpasusiock 370. IloAHMMATE CONAAT HE XOTENOCh — 3a 3TH TPH
HOYH B 6010 HHKOMY M3 HMX He yAAJIOCh MO-HACTOALLEMY NPOCNATh U TPeX
4acoB, a 3/ech OBIJI KaKOU-HUKaKOM, a AOM, Ka3aBUIMMCA CKA3Koi mocie
AJMHHHON JKM3HU B KaMHIAaxX, H 6ma coH B goMe. JIaBpyXHH — cTapuit
CONJAT, OH 3HAET, YTO Ha BOWHe HeT HHYero A0poXe Yaca CNOKOHHOro CHa,
He JIMLIHEro, HeT, & OJHOro U3 MHOTUX HeXOCNMaHHHIX. Moxer, u caMoro
JlaBpyxuHa cromno 6n momaauTs?

Ho ymxe BHIIJIK Ha yJHLY.

— Acoo He BHfeNH ciaydaiiHo? — cnpocua 30TOB.

— Kak xe! — Beceso yAMBHJICH CHYTHHK.— §I Buepa UM B CAHYACTH
KOJINAKOBCKYIO THJB3Y 3a)kurai. l'opur, uro rebe anexkrpo! IlokasaTs Bam,
kakoit aom? 3xecs!

M JlaBpyXHH OCTAaHOBMJICS BO3Jle AOMa, MHMO KOTOpOro eaBa He
NPOCKOYHUIH ¢ pa3dbera. OH GuIJI TAKOI U He TAKOM, KaK BCe, 3TOT JoM. B HeM
cnana Acs.

— Tuxo,— ckasayn 30TOB.

— Kotoprle HOpManbHLIE, Te CNAT, KOHEYHO,— OTBeTHJ JlaBpyXHH,
3eBasd OT BCeif AYLIH M 'POMKO, 40 OTKAa3a PaclmaxHyB CBOi por, 6GyATo Ans
BBICTpeJIA.

Kusomerpa ABa nycToii 3eMJH f0 03epa, CIJIOLIb B NeYaTAX, YYTh JIHX He
BIJIOTHYIO IIOCTaBJIeHHBIX HA IpA3b KabiaykaMH, nepeceKkjiH He3aMeTHO.
03epo HATAHYJIOCh, KAK BBHIIJIAXKEHHBI OT MOPIMHHOK JIMCT CTAHHOJSA,
KOTOPBIH MaJbYHUIIKH, CJONAB IIOKOJAAHYK KOHbeTy, yTIOXKHIN O6GHYHO
0 Kpaii croja.

— Pasgarareca? — 6e3 HaAeKAL HAa MOMUIOBaHMe crpocuna JlaBpy-
XHH, OCTAHOBMBIUNCh Ha Oepery.

3oToB, yambasach, paccTernyy Ha ce6e rHMHACTEpKY.

IonnaBok 6wy ues, cpady nmokasas, rae ux kaag. CamoBapHyio TpyGy
MMHOMeETAa AOCTAJH, BCEro ABa pa3a HLIPHYB B IPOXJIAAHYIO BOAY, BOBCe He
TAKYI0 YyX CTPAlIHYIO, KaKoii oHa OwnljJla HAa BHJ, HeXHBas B 3Ty
Ge3BeTPeHHYI0O MMHYTY. A ABYXNyAoBas IJIKTA He jAaBajach. Ee yxxe
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00BOJIOKJIO CKOJIb3KOM THHOH M 3acocajlo TaK, YTO He OTOpBellb.
A ray6una! Tomosa 3oToBa elle BHITJIAABIBajJa M3 BOAHLI, a JIaBpyXuH
nepkaJsics 3a ero miedo. IIeixTesnu, 3asXaJINCh, a Bce 6e3 ToJIKy. MuHOMeT
ke Mor norpebosaTbcs B Goio cerogHs... Tak agymas seiiTeHaHT 30TOB.
Heckosnbko MHOIM ckiag u Xox obperanu Meicau y JlaBpyxuHa.

— JIIpyroit 661 BMeCTO Bac, TOBAPHILL JIEHTEHAHT, B3AJ Onl U MIIOHYJ Ha
3TOT MHHOMeT...

— Kaxk tak miaoHyn?! — nmopasuyica 30TOB, He MOBEPHB TOMY, 4YTO
CJIBILIMT.

— § u rosopo — apyroit! Ho He Bul!.. IToToMy uTO MOXeT GHITH TakK,
4TO Yepes yaCc MHHOMeT NMoHaaoGurca B aese... O!

— BrI e caMH KpuU4yaJiM BYepa — AocTaHem!

— H nocranem! Heyxenu Her? OcraBuM GoeBoro Apyra TyT, Ha JHe
o3epa? Hu B xu3Hb! Jla nycTh HaM ABa HOBEHbBKHX AaAyT, & CTAphIi Bce
paBHO He 6pocuM HuKorza!

— He noitmy, Ha 4TO BHl HaMeKkaere, JIaBpyXHH, HO — HEIpAEM elne
pa3ok. Pa3, nBa...

— Her, ToBapuiy sneiireHaHT. I cKa)y, YTO YyBCTBYI0, 6€3 HAMEKOB.
Hupsaii He HeIpsii, a BABoeM He crnpaBuTbcd. O6cuntanuce!

— Tpu! — ckomangoBan 30TOB, M HEIPHYJH, HO ONATH HeyAadHO.

— DBe3 koHsa He Buiyaum! — 3anazun JlaBpyxuu.— Crynaiite 3a
KoHeM. Uin nomiure — s cGeraio, ToBapuil JeHTEeHAHT.

CHauajia 30TOB NPONYCKAJ ero XUTPhIe COBETHl MHMO yIIei, a [MOTOM,
oTHIPKUBAACH OT Kamnesab Ha rybax, Besuen:

— Hy, Toraa npocure noasoay. Ha Helt ¥ MHHOMeT HmpHBe3eM.

3a HOYB MOATAHYJCA 0603. Koraa oHM BHIIJIM M3 XaThl, KYXHH yiKe
OBIMMIIM, TTOBapa 3aKJaJblBaJi 3aBTPAaK AJIA ellle CMAaBIIKX COJAAT.

— MoxeT, caMH, ToBapuily JeHTeHAHT?

— Berure, JlaBpyXHuH.

ToT KaMbllll, U3 KOTOPOr'o BHGPAJINCH BOMCKA, COJHIIE YKe HapalluBaIo
OCTPHIMH JIydYaMH, Bpa3bpoc jeTaAmuMH no Bcemy Heby. CTaHHoIb 03epa
3abJiecTres. 30TOB HATAHYJI KaJbCOHEI, MOABEPHYJI MX BHIIIE KOJIEH H, KaK
B Tpycax, NpuceJ Ha TpaBy, I'IAAs TyAa, riae 6uyo ruGaoe mecro. Buiio
NPHUATHO MPOCTO TaK CHAETHh U KAATH COJHLA.

JKu3HB ero ckyaabiBajlach HeoGbIKHOBeHHO. Ceifuac JOCTAHYT MUHOMET
M 4Yepe3 HECKOJbKO AHe#l BoiAyT B TeMpIiOK, KOToOporo Mecsu Hasajg
JocTHrajo Jullls Boo6pakeHue. Ha BoitHe naxke BooGpakeHue oOKpaaniBa-
eTcsl 4Yepecyyp JXeCTKMMM TDaHHMIAMH, & Telepb eMy y’Xe MoAJaBaJics
3a6oJsioTHBIN mpocTop. YepHoe Mope, KPBIMCKMEe KYpPOpPTHBHIE Tropoja,
KOTOpBIe IIOYeMy-TO Bce OBJIM Ha OJHO IBeTyllee JHIO, & TaM —
CeBacTonosb.

30TOB He cTapaJjics NPeACTaBUTh cebe 3TOT rOpoA, IOTOMY YTO HA CAMOM
Zlese Bce paBHO Bce Gyaer syume. OH 06un daHTa3HpPOBATH, AOBEPAI
naxke GyHHBIM BBHIMBICJIaM, HO BO3HHUKAJH CJIy4aH, KOrAa He OCIAPUBAJ
Yy XPV3HM npaBa fgenaTh no-ceoemy. M nyuyme. IlycTs M paspylueHHBIH,
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CeBacTonoJs 661J1 HeBooOpa3uMelii. HapucoBaTh cebe ero — 3T0 BCe paBHO,
YTO NBITATHCSH NPEACTaBHTh, KAKHE HCIIBITAHUSA IePEHOCHT BO BpPeMs BOMHBI
cosnpgaT. CKONbKO HU YCEPACTBYH, a OT nNpaBAH Gygems ganeko. OH, conjar,
BBIHOCHJI M HeBooGpa3uMoe, a CTOJBKO, YTO HH OAHH CBATOH BBIHECTH He
cmor G6bl, 3acToHas 6H AaBHO: caaloch! A TBOSA JKH3Hb LIJIA DPALOM
¢ conpgarckoii M Oblyla MmOYTH Takoil xe. U mo3aToMy TH MoOXXellb
6marogaputsh cyan0y, Ilama. TeGe He nMpuAerca yKOpaATh cebs.

CosHUe mnOKa3ajo BepXHHH Kpail H3-3a 3eMJHM, M YTPO cpa3y
pacnaxHyJoCh Bo Bceii cBoeil moyiHoTe. M TyT ke moaymasioch, 4YTO 3TO He
YTPO, He 3eMJIs, 8 X HM3Hb PacnaxuBajach BO Bcei CBoeii MOJIHOTE, H BCEMY
npuuuHOii 6myia Acsa. OHa fesnajla ero CHJbHee, & 3HAYHMT, CYACTIMBEM.

Koraa okoHYHTCA BOifHA, OH YTO-HMGYAb HEOOBLIKHOBEHHOE MPUAyMAaeT
AnA Hee. A uTo? BumHio GyjeT pBaTh C BeDXHHUX BETOK, OH Ke AJIMHHHIIA...

OH cuaes, 6yATO B AeTCTBe, y COJIHEYHOH BOoAH. OTpakeHus 067aKoB,
TPOHYBIIUXCH C PACCBETOM B CBOM JaJieKHii IyTh, 3aBaJIMJIK 03epo, Kak
B JeTCTBe 3aBaJIMBAJH peKy. 30TOB yJbnIGHyJica caM ce6e M B TOM KOHIe
o3epa, OTKYZAa HHUKOro He XKAaJl, yCJABILIAJ JIOACKYIO peub. ['naHysn Tyaa,
coobpaxasi, 4To peuyb-TO HeMmenkas. Tpu ¢uUrypel, BHOGpaBIINCH H3
KaMbillleif, CTOSJIX B BoJe MO NMOAC M AEPKAJH DYKH Ha aBTOMATaXx,
BHCeBIIMX Ha meaxX. CosHLe GHJIO UM B 3aTHIJIKM H YJI€TaJI0, MIPOCKANb3hI-
Bafd CKBO3b HeGDHUTYyIO IIETHHY Ha IIeKaX, Ka3aBIIYIOCS OT 3TOro cBeTa
OAMHAKOBO DhIXKeil. ABTOMATH NMOBEPHYJHMCh K HeMy. 30TOB NoOAyMaJt:
HeMIIbl, OTCTaBIINE OT CBOMX, KOHEYHO, HIYT, KOMY Ghl cCAaThCH B IIJIEH.

Ho ceituac ke oTMes 3To. OHH MOTJIM BOBCE H He UCKATh, KOMY CAATHCH,
a Bcero-HaBcero npo6upaJjiuch Yepesd NJIaBHH, JOTOHSAJIH CBOMX. 30TOB yIaJ
Ha 60K M BRITSIHYJI DYKY 32 aBTOMAaTOM, OH IIOMHMJI 0 GLICTPOTE, HO PaHbIlle,
YyeM OH ZOTSHYJICS, aBTOMAThHI HA YYXKHUX LIesX 3aXJIeCTaJu 00K Uraiouum
OTHEM...

Cranuua npobyxaajack MeX TeM.

BepHo, Ha BCIO KM3Hb 3alIOMHAT MECTHbIe, KAK HAYAJIOCh y HHUX 3TO
yTpo. CosHeYyHBIi BOCXOJ BCTPETUJIM ABa rapMoHucra. U mowmam
HaBCTpeuYy APYT APYry, coOBepLIas IO IYTH CTUXHHHYIO nobyaky. [laxe Te,
KTO BBICKAKHMBAJI Ha CTYNeHH OGropejnlX Kphljel, YTOOB NOpyraTscs,
axajJH M CHelIMJIH OGMYHAMPOBATHCSH, 3a04HO OyAs OCTAJbHHIX.

PasraeBaHHOro kom6aTa TOXe BHIHECJIO HA KPBIJIBI[O CKa3aTh JBA CBOUX
CJIoBa, HO JIIOAH, BhlJIe3IINe U3 XaT, TaAK U He y3HAJIH, YTO AyMaeT OH O CHe
u my3nike. O6a rapMoHMCTa, lIeAlIMe MO CTAHMIE C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH,
BCTPETHJHMCh y ero Kpuiablua. OpAuHapel yie Jep»Kajl THMHACTepPKYy
u canoru komb6ara. HatanyB ux Ha ce6s 4 orjiaiuB HepacyeCaHHBIE YePHEIE
BoJIochl, PoMaHeHKO coluen ¢ KpHJIblla, HEBOJHHO MOCMOTPEJ IMOJ HOTH
M TOYTH HeBepsAlle KPHKHYJI:

— 3emas, pebsara, semnsa!

W npuTonmHyJN mo Heil HOroif, TOYHO NMpoOBepss, He oOMaH JM 3TO.

A yepe3 MHHYTY YyThb JIM He BCA CTaHMUA miascana. Cpeau memesnmul,

pa3BaJIMH M HECKOJIBKUX YIleJIeBIIMX XaT oHa Ousa 6aniMakamu, canoraMu

61



M TOJIBIMM MMOAOWIBAMHU B 3eMJl0. [apMOHHUCTH LIMApUIM B Jajk, MOTOM,
AaBas NepeJOXHYTh ADYT APYTY, O oYepenH, a IISACKA BCe He KOHYaIach.
Kyna ram! IInsicanu, He ocTaHaBAMBAACh U He 3a60TACH O rapMOHHCTAX.

Conpatsl, 3aTeAB NEPEnsAchl C AeBYLIKAMH M KeHI[MHAMHU, HallJeMNkl-
Basu cebsa JafJOHAMM IO KOJIeHAM H rpyau. U, koHeuHo, Ge3obumHo
OTTECHANM MECTHHIX ASAAEeK M MOAPOCTKOB, Ja BCeé C YCMEIUKO#, a TO
M CMeXOM JIeTAaBUIMX MO NJol(aZH H3 Kpas B Kpail. Buiau, npasaa, TyT
M cepbe3Hble IUIACYHH, BpoAe Benura, BoeHdenbaliepa-ycaya, KOTOPHIH
M TaK U 3Tak 06XxaXUBaJ JOPOAHYIO CBOIO NapTHepLIYy B KJIeT4YaToi KodTe,
BOT-BOT OGHHMMeT, a Ta eMy He NMoAJaBajach, yBHJIHBAJA, NPOUIMBITHBAJIa,
NoKa, yMaABIIMCh, He MOleJI0OBaJia B NMYILIMCThle yChi, 3aKPHYaB:

— A wmsarkue-ro!

JAABKH, YCTYNHB B IJIACKe COJNAATAM, TeM He MeHee BLIKPYIJIaau Py Ab
KOJIECOM, BHICTABJIAJINCH, IOKA3KIBasA GOraTHpPCKyIo ceuy U py6s Ha CKaky.

My3HKaHTH, AOKa3aB, YTO PYKH ciaabee HOr, OMyCKaJH rapMOHH, HO
ToJNMNa BCEe OZHO MJascaina. Jlyume Bcex 60 AeAKY, KOTOPHIH BIPHCALKY
BepTeJyic BOKPYr camoro ceba c Gananaiikoif, Tpema Ha OZHOM-eXUH-
CTBEHHOH CTpyHe, nphHralouleifi IO0X ero MOPU[MHHUCTHIMH Tajb-
naMu.

Basas nmoasoay, JIaBpyXHMH noa’bexas K MJOLIAAH, YTOOHM HaTH Acio
M NPEeAJIOKHUTD e3AKY Ha 03epo, K JeiiTeHaHTy. ClyX uies, 4To BOMCKaM M3
njaBHeH KAIOT CYTKM Ha OTABIX B CTaHMIE, IOKA MOATAHYTCH apTHIIJIEPHA
1 6oesanac. JIaBpyXHH CIPDHTHYJI ¢ MOABOAKI, ¥ ero cpa3y 3aKpyKHJIO, BOT
M OH y>Xe B3MaXHBasJ TOJCTHIMM pyKaMu o 6GokaM Kpyrioro TeJa,
paccuinas MeJKyio Apo6nr moamerkamu. Tosbko rinasza noMHuiH o6 Ace,
BHICMATPHUBAJIM M He HAXOAUJH ee.

Acs cTroAana Ha APYroM Kpalo IUIOIIaAH, 3a MeJabKalouled Toiamoi, u
TO)Ke ucKaJja riaasamu. Jleiitenanta 3oroBa, Ilamy. A nepex HeH, Bech
HANpyXMHEHHBIH, C a3aPTHOM CTATHIO ¥ MOBAJKOM, BCTPAXHBAA YePHBIMH
KYAPSMH, BHIIaruBajs PoMaHeHKo, TPUTONTHIBAA HOTOIO M NPUroBapuBas
BCe rpoMye:

— f Tebe obewan! INasmu!

3aech ee u Hawes JIaBpyXHH, H He HCNIyraJics [IOCONEePHHUYaTh B NJIACKe
C caMMM KalnMTaHOM, ¥ Ha KAKOM-TO NOBOPOTE, OKa3aBINUCh ¢ Aceit THLOM
K JIKLY, CKa3aJ, 4To ceifyac eaer K JyeiiteHaHTy. OHa o6panoBasach, XoTsa
ellle BYepa 3HaJja, YTO OH JKHB, ero BUJAEJH B CTaAHHIE, a 6osblle eif HUYero
He Hano 6n110. OHa M Buepa M ceifuac, Ha NMOABOJAe, YAHBJIEHHO He MOHUMAaJa
TOro YyBCTBa, B KOTOpPO€ He BepHJaa, a oHO 6mino. OH, 30TOB, MocenuaCA
B Heit. He B rojsiose, He B cepiue, a B Ka)kaou kijerke. Ceituac oHa ero
YBHIHT.

Koraa noarmexau, 30TOB ChbeXKHJICA Ha 3eJIeHOl TpaBe, éiBa HavaBlIel
BHILBETATH C BEPXYILIEK, CMIMHON K MMHOMETHOH TpyGe, a HeXKUBRIM JIHIIOM
K HUM. Y pyka 6blJia NPOTAHYTA K HUM. A NOJA rPYyABIO HACOYHIACH TEMHAaA
KPOBbB.

— E-M0é! — 6e3 rosoca nporaHya JlaBpyxuH.
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— TIlama! — 3akpuvasa Acs, KaK OHa BCEro pPa3a TPH ycCleJia Ha3BaTh
ero, YXHUBOro, a Tenepsb nosropsana: — Ilama! ITama!

OHa npunaja K HeMy, 0O6XBaTHB OKPOBABJIEHHYIO CIIHHY, IPHXKUMAACh
K Hell ¥ K I'DYAH TO OAHHUM yXOM, TO APYTHM, U He Beps, YTO CepALAa ero
COBCEM He CJIBILIHO.

— TIla-a-ama-a!

Yro ke aTo? Jlyumie 61 ee younu. Kak e ona 6yaer xkurb? Ceroaus,
3aBrpa? «Jlyume 6n1 mMensa! Jlyume Gul MeHd...»

OHa J0Jro He MOrJja UIEBeJbHYThCH, NPUJIBHYB K HeMy, a IIOTOM
nomorya JIaBpyXuHY MOJIONKHTH €ro Ha MOABOAY, 3aBaJIEHHYIO KAMBILIOM.
OHa HM O YeM He CNpalIMBaJia, XOTA HUYero He moHumana. Tak u He
cKa3aJla HU CJIoBa, U JIaBpyXHMH MoJI4aJ, TOJIBKO OJHO KOJIECO CKPHIIEJNO,
a OCTaNbHBIE BUJISIIH.

Bor rapmMoHu aoHecauch Ao ciayxa, U JIaBpyXHMH CIPOCHJI:

— HaxpheITh niam-naaaTkou?

OHa He OTBeTHJIa, U OH HakpshlJ. Iloj muam-najsaTkoit ucyesnu Gocnle
HOTH, U Acsl yXBaTHJIACh 3a TNepPeBaJIMBAIOLINNCA YroJ MOABOABI, YTOOHI
yAepaKaTbcH.

— TIlama! — 3anyakajla HaKoOHel OHAa, cJie3bl MOABHJIMCH Ha ee
roay6six riasax.

HoseTesno, KaK HOTM IUIAIIYUIMX OUJIM MO 3eMJie. ITOrO He CJLIIIAJ
TOJBKO OH OAMH, XOTA CTAHHLA CTAHOBWJIACh Bce GJMMe M 3eMJs, YTO
Ha3eiBaeTrcs, ryjena. Eme 661! OHa 6bijia TBepAoOii.
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